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No. L and II. are Fac-similes of Bonaparte's writing, 
correctly made from a letter to his brother. (See p. loo.) 

No. III. is his Seal. 

No. IV. is a Fac-simile of Lord Nelson's writing, taken 
from an indorsement, made by him on the cover of Bo- 
naparte's letter. This, we believe, will be seen with 
interest by every Englishman. There is a pretty story 
of a Spartan matron, who, hearing her son grieve at his 
lameness, occasioned by a w<»und received in battle, said 
to him, — " Do not repine, my son, at your lameness, 
" since every step you take, will put you in mind that 
" you have done your duty." We believe Lord Nelson 
never grieved at his wounds ; but if ever he feel mortified 
at his writing, his country may put itself in the place of 
the Spartan matron, and say to him, — " Do not repine, 
** my son, at your writing, since every letter you form 
** will put you in mind that you have lost your right arm 
'* in my service." 

No. V. is a Fac-simile of Berthier's writing. 
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The Public are here presented with a Second Part 
of the Correspondence of the ' * Army of the ]£ast,'* 
— ^intercepted, like the first, by the joint vigilance 
of the Turkish and English governments, and laid 
before them from the motives already detailed. 

The situation of the French troops, so faithfully' 
delineated in the former letters,* their losses by 
fatigue and^ sickness J by open and secret warfare ; 
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^ One tto^ has struck usj In looking over these htttefs, 
us atfin^larity hot easily ^to be accounted for: • It' is> that 
amidst the mass- of correspondence which has fatten into our 
hands: ^ dtfi^Mit tilnes^ there should not be a single Jetter, 
no, not a single line, from any man in the ranks ! the officers 
only'wrIt<^» the dfficdrs only pour out their sufferings and re- 
grets-' to their vfri<^6; while the men who have been fre- 
quently oh'>tfae'|>0ii}t of mutinying, who haive suffered hard- 
ships which 'have' driven thousands of them to deeds of 
desperation ; <who have been betrayed, and led to disgrace 
and ruin through intoleniUe torments, remain whoUy' silent ! 
How is this? are they interdicted from writing, lest they 
should disclose loo much ? Are they— *»— but we can form n# 
ttdshctQry conjecture on^Uie subject* . a , 
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U INTRODUCTION. 

their uJttcr incapacity of advancing or retreating, 
their anguish, their despair, and their piercing 
exclamations at finding themselves thus blindly 
driven into the toils ^Avdufely^'we (magined, have 
convinced the most incredulous, that their dreams 
of conquest must be over, and that their active ope- 
rations in future would necessarily be confined to 
struggling with the mob of Cairo for a. wr^ched • 
morsel of bread, till the periodical returaof die 
endemjal diseases should 5wcep , them away for 
ever«. . , , \ - . , 

But ye .h?id ill calculated the perverse obstinacy j 
of Jacobinism. The French, and th^ir faith^l 
cchosintkis coyqtry,* still pfjrsjstin repr^^ou^g. 

'' ♦ No pdi^t^ is si dezxlj^httriiui^ as'tHaf the 'troops left" 
in possession of Alexandria are absolutely without money^ and 
i^.i| /Con Ji^ipijif Ji^lte)Shen^pf iSfft^yiog.^ yer*thq Mq^ 
nide, whif:ti. yyi|;h:tl)e:«y«» of a4yf^» oxai?iine^idlo^««n$:hi 
papers for iCcmsolaWyillMMit^^eipoofiBg tM<fa|«.«f l^irtSg^fp^i;^ 
tim Expedition, b^s.(P?oJJu«?d,th€ fdlowing putgWpliiith.jrf. 

« We aj-e very well .Iwe* »nd rery Q^anq^ik .r:W«ihjiilBe.. 
«' ^ood oheer, and are well paid ; 'bf^tdesmyipayfatiaAefinral, . 
" 1 am allowed. 1500 franks 9. moRthJormyt^fatcIf It i . . 

... Mwning CbtomitU^EA. \. * 

Bravft! General Maii$coiirt«iN<9l^fQrfionap«ri». 
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f 5 Letters from Coostandoople. C!Oi>^, * «# kagtbf ^that ' 
'^ tberc is bo prospect of BuMA|MUte'ftiimaj^ifi:bis ofajiect of 



IXTfiODUCTlON. Ill 

Bon^lparte as trimnphant; as now tiireateriirig 
India, vtiow in tranquil possession of Palestine and 
Syria; and now tefady^, in the words of that atheis- 
tical driveller Vobiey/ •• to skirt the north of the 
Black Sea, and MI' like thunder upon the .Da- 
nube I 

It has been thought expedient, therefore, tohavc 
rccburse to a secor^d selection of Letters From sub- 
sequent captures. These, though not all pos- 
terior in date to- those already published, carry 
on the awfiil history of this devoted armament, 
ifi so ftrll and explicit a manner, that whatever 
doubts ignorance, ^scepticism, and malevolence 
lAay henceforth indulge, they will no longer Tjc 



\ . 



f*>csfafati5hiti§f a settleinent in Egypt. Mb is daily more and 
<<^more consolidatlf^ his power, aii4 reconciling ^|ie4nh^|)V 
** tants to his army. Numbers have joined,his standard, and 
«<'th^ Beys no longer molest him'* l\t 

! . ' , " Morning Cbronule, March ^tb. 
In a subsequent paper we, are .infojtp^d,. .'' that the Genes^ 
has 30,000 regular.troops. under his. command, and sui auxi- 
liary Irmy of 50,006 more, composed of Copts and Druses"! 
alsoi M thathe-has embarktfd 400 sailors," (virhy not is many 
thousands ?] <' on the Red Sea,^' to seize the Malabat Coasts 
we presume, previous to the arrival of the rest of the fleet. 

Hdw'nliich of this precious infprmatibn is due to the 
vigorous £incy of the Morning Chromde, we kAdw'notk 
but the foUqviFing [lint appeared in that paper onthe^jdf 
** it. has been. observed, that the French have not lately puby 
fished any Intelligence respecting Buonaparte" I 'MacW-^' 

a St 
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iv INTRODUCTIOV. 

farveard jtp express thenar Eurape.wiil^d^s <be 
sufl&red t9 attend to )iei* moce immediate. coii- 
cerns, i^i^ithout having her. fe^s.exci^dt or Iter 
safety threatened} by the fictitious atdbiiev^.tfepts 
ojT an army that can never return to molest her, 
and that has long since, perhaps, *' ceased to 

exist. 

-I ■ . • . 

When we published the First Part of these Let- 
ters, yve were npt unaware of their, importance (of 
which we shall presently speak) ,.])orwidiout con- 
siderable expectations of their e^tepsiye circuU; 
tion. But how infinitely sho^t Ij^ve our .most san« 
guine hopes fallen of t^e reality,! ^.3eside3.the 
\ prodigious ;ium.l>ers that have; been disposed of 
in Great Britain and Ireland, large editions have 
been printed at Hamburgh^ Francfort, and other 
towns on the Continent;— thns no comer of 
Europe is without a : certain , portion of in^rma- 
tlon respecting, tli^ expedition, on the success 
kind i^sue of which, the unbiassed reader miiy 
{^peculate , >vith a degree ^of probability seldom 
hoped for in these cases^ and still less seldom at* 
Gained. 

In France, .tooj the letters, not?s, Sec. liaye 
been republished, and, as it is said, with counter 
notes. These we have not yet seen ; but we have 
beea favgured with a rsvuw of the orijijinal 
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INTRODUCTIOK. V 

observations by tbe authors of the ** Decade Pkilo- 
sopkique et Literaire%^ To this we had prepared k 
reply, *• from a full flowing stomach," when it' 
struck* us, that the French editor and translator. 
Citizen £. T. Simon, had not imjSrobably, so* 
phisticated the original ; for on no other principle 
could we account for the false and calumnious 
itrictutes of these critics. We know the caution 
necessary to be observed by gentlemen who, in 
•> the freest of all possible Republics," write with 
the Cayenne Diligence at the door, and are prepar- 
cdlo' make every reasonable allowance for it } but 
w'hen the dread of that vehicle induces them to 
fabricate or suppress evidence at will — quae de- ' 
deramus supra repetimus — ^we recall our indul- 
gence, and judge of their proceedings \vith all 
the ipflfcxibility of justice. There is, indeed, a' 
possibility (as we have already observed) that the 
Letters have not been fairly laid before them ; and 
we therefore withhold our remarks, till we shall 
have rccfeiVed the Pari^ edition. 

We observe, that' the immediate agents of the 
Directory are inuch displeased at the terms in 
which we speak of the Army of the East. This 
is well. When we speak, or even think, of the 
perpetrators of -such unheard of cnielties as these 
men haVe committed in Italy and Egypt, without 
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the keenest indignation, may we.meet the conteni^ 
of every good man, and 9till' worse> the applatific 
of all we despise and detest ! . 

The French^ as the poor Cardinal Antici once 
observed, ** know how to distinguish;" buJt we 
are not solicitous o^ their .notice. Without con-, 
sidering what eflfect our. strictures might haver on 
them , or caring whether they . had any, we deli* 
vered aplain, unvarnished tale.v Our au^hprities 
were submitted to the world; and if tl)e foir 
conclusions * we. drew fronji.ttiem have,, as^ their 
writers say, contributed to make their countrymeti 
feared and hafced in every psfrt of Europe, we^n- 
cerely rejoice at it. This was. the point we had in 
view : but we took no crooked or indirect meant 
to attain it — and since a faithful narrative of their 
enormities, recoi'ded by their own pens, has had 
the salutary effect of which their politicians speak, 
the Egyptian expedition cannot be regarded in fu- 
ture as wholly useless. 

Of the motives for this expeditioxi a pretty 
ample account has been givea in the Introduction 
to the former Part. We have, therefore,. nothing 
to add here on the subject, but a simple declara- 
tion, that all we have since heard and seen con- 
cerning it, serves but to corroborate our former 
opinion, and to place it almost beyond the pos* 
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labour this i>oint with uncommon eaniestiw«»)-^ 
'' how can this be tt:^e^ "vr^ii ^he'«grf d^Ahe Bi- 
^' rectplr ^pi^in Yf9ti>emkiV^^ iif.it?* ' This* we 
<ijld^pt l;now>bfiforfc; but : n' Jmpoi^te'iTrif thc/Di- 
rieotoF/Me^lki bimsislf h^dbeeii embarked, iiistead 
of his. son » we sho^^4 Aot* ^^ve varied one jot in 
our opinion. We nev^. s^id» indeed we never 
supposedj dut Bonapart# and Berthier were doom- 
ed^ to d^^^Eu^tion vfithij^jfist; and we aee no ph)N 
9ic«|l il^pffi^ility in 'Com-pleting tlie trio ,of sacro»- 
jj^c^ts.wit^. tbe '* son of the Director Merlin." : 

** But who can imap;ine for a moment," con- 
tinue tbpy,/* tb^t the Directory, so soisible of 
^ ^ > (he ]?9|^^ (9if ^lieir armies^ and'so attentive to 
^' ttjiei^ )^ppii^DSs,.Coi^ld wantonly destroy them? 
*S Na.qn^;.j)ie.t^i^ i^ impossible." 

Tbissie^ geiJtlprt^eti h^ve a triurflpliant way of 
putting theu* /questions; they^ grow impatient too, 
like&isei^a's ipother, and adp^enfth^mselves.^ But 
wearq not quite so rapid* if they wonldi coj ;:rrv 
jto rfedace t^ieir proposition \q a logicaJ Xc o '^ 
ifUauJid ^r^n^pusly deny th^n^jor, aadforc^j *!.^n 
to beehi' a-new* — Ba4 .seriously ; where does tr.- 
attentiop afihj^ Directory to the happiness p J their 



vm .i»rid»trctfdW. 

armies ajipair ? In'theii: fitsataietit of that ih <}Ue9- 
tion, peradventure. Ht^' thgn* the speech of Bo« 
mparte to it, on the ^ day of' its embarkation for 
Egypt. -. . J 

<* Officers and Soldier^-! 
*^ Itis now some time since 1 have liad the 
*• command •£ you. I feuftd you'oili the riVet of 

♦* GettOa^ IN A STATE OP THE tfTMO^Ir^ MifisaY : ^ov 
!•* WKRR IN WANT OF' £VERY THING ; AND Tbl? HA© 
^^SACRfFIGED EVEN YOUfi VERY WATCHES TO PRO^ 
•** CURE YOITRSELVES BREAd'' ! 1 !— -TWs IS One glo* 

rious proof, among a thousand, of the ^en^hility 
of the government of France to the raerfts of their 
armies, and of the interest they take in their hiap- 
pinessi 

Having* completed our preliminary remarkis, 
it may not be amiss, perhaps, to reclapitulate, 
but in the briefest manner, the atchievements of 
the ** Hero of Italy," and the army he thus 
harangued. Bonaparte lands in the neighbour- > 
hood of Alexandria, professing his '** faith' in 
•* the Goran, and his inviolable regard for the 
** Turks;" he then marches against that'city, 
which is wholly garrisoned by Turks, and which 
he forbears to summon/ that he may have a pre* 
text for carrying it by assault and giving it iip to 

• See Adjutant-General Boyer's letter. Part First, p. 13a. 
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pltmderand indisciiininate '8ki]^to*^ibrtbe space 
of four houTft t^ Streamiiig with blood, hethfin.p8o» 
claimai that he it come * ' to rcatore' the Egyptiant 
to the full possession of their propeityt^which.had 
been invaded by the Beysi their oppressors */' and 
«eis«out. fw. Cairo without mcmey or provisionr» 
trusting^ entirely to pillage for the subsisteote of 
his arniy \ ^* The villages of the; Egyptians!' (aay 
all the letters public and private), ** were sur* 
rounded with heaps of grain, whde their little 
fields were full of nutritive and refreshing ve^« 
tables." Aa£ they so now ? Now, that the en«' 
lightened propagators of the Rights of Man have 
rescued their inhabitants from the * ' oppression of 
the Beys''? Ah, no! the fields are stripped of 
every thing,; and the heaps of grain carried off, to 
exchange for more portable plunder, 4 and to pay 
for the hire of the transports which imported this 
exterminating plague. 

•• See Part First, p. 150, We take this opportunity of 
correcting a mistake which we fell into respecting this 
letter (No. XXII.) From the dffficnlty of making out the, 
writing, w^ attributed it to Adjutant? Oenerai Boyer, for so 
we read the name. We are now convinced that it was Royer*! 
having since seen a letter of Gciier^l Berthier^s, in which this 
officer is frequently ikienttoned. The' reader' will, thet^fore,. 
have the goodqe^s to.corn^ct this misnomer* and wherever 
the XXII, letter is quoted, to insert Royer instead, of Boyer. ^ 

t Sec Bonaparte^s letter to Kleber, Part First, p. 6^, 
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J SdU torixreiitfedL.iHth the durst of rapine, 1h^ 
iui|KirtB has scarcei taken posaesfifianlif GairOi after 
defeating tbe:Mameloucs» €rc lie proceeds with 
the 'major part aflits habaissed foreafis, to .seize, on 
0iex:aravan» Baffled in 'this attempt^iiy the i svpet* 
rior gallantry >df hisf opponents, he returns to^his 
former position ; ' where^ in. the.utmost distare^ for 
ino^ey to qpiet'th^ claroouxs of .his'lrdops, who 
had received no pay-sincethey- h^ Toolofn^ he at- 
tempts to revive a, farce which hei hki frequeoitly 
exiiibited in Italy i; with too muc& succe&s. Uc 
selects a &w poor Wretches from the dregs .of the 
populace, cloaths them in: tri-coloored scarfs, dig- 
nifies' them with, the najne of Cheiksiand Agas, 
and: ' thrusirs them together into a. large room^ 
wiiefe they are told they constitute a IHva5 y zad 
where, under the tuition of the GeneraK and the 
hayobets of the soldiery, they are to proceed with 
due gravity to pass decrees for levying contribu* 
tions, and despoiling their countrymen of their 
liv6S 'and properties in the nartje of Libj^rty, 
tiftUAtiTY, and France ! 

' The extreme ignorance of Bonaparte respecting 
the manners, habits, Sec* of the Eastern nations, 
prevented him from discovering that the miserable 
objects he had chosen for the government of Egypt 
(Coptic scribes and Jew pedlars), were precisely 
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the people to render it impracticable and I^atfsiul.^ 
Tlie contempt with which this description of per-^ 
sons has been treated for ages, and the odium with 
which they are universally regarded, ate scarce- 
secrets to a school-boy out of France — and Bona^ 
parte and hi^ Sasuans had yet to learn them ! . They> 
were learned however ; for no earthly power could 
force the people of the country to pay the slightest 
attention to the mands^s of such a ridiculous set of 
•* bearded automatons :"♦ and the General, whose 
wants became hourly more urgent, saw himself 
reduced to the necessity of assembling ' a more re- 
spectable Divan. 

From this moment all is doubt and uncer- 
tainty* A general insurrection seems to have fol« 
lowed this meeting : but its immediate causes and 
consequences are yet to be developed* Not a 
single official letter has reached Europe since it 
took place; and the few private ones which, have 
come to hand are more calculated to provoke tjh[an 
to satisfy the public curiosity ^^ It only 4ppe£li*J 
that hundreds, perhaps thousands, fell on eae.h 
side ; but whether the French ultimately pre- 
vailed, and have to look to a second, insurrection 
IlW their &)ar extertnination, or whether they 
Aere cut off in that 6f which we speak, is a mat-* 

• • Sec Roycr's letter. Part First, p, 162, 



ter of vrhkh this part of the world remains at 
present in perfect ignorance. Our own opinion 
i«, that the *• Army of the East" is by this 
tiine a shadow of t shade ; aiid that among the 
few which may yet reach France after the recap- 
ture of Alexandria (an event that must speedily 
take place) not one will be found who shared in 
Ae ^' immortal battle of the Pyramids," or the 
triumphant ** expedition to the Codfirics of Syria^! 

** But the French," exclaim the Jacobins, 
*• have received recent intelligence from Egypt,- 
and they tell us the army is in a more flourishing 
state than ever." No doubt of it I — but we are 
pleased with the interruJ>tion, because it gives us 
an opportunity of making a few remkrks for the 
first and last time, on the subject of their boasted 
intelligence. ^ 

We begin then with a bold assertion — it is, 
that, with the exception of such packets as were 
o1ri board the GenireuM, and which might -^ reach 
Paris by the way of Ancona, the Diiiectory 

RAVE HOT RECEIVED A SINGLE ORIGINAL mSPATGH^ 
NOR THE PEOPLE OF* FraNGE A SINGLE ORfOlNAL 
LETTER FROM THE ArMY OF THE EasT, SINCE THE 

CAPTURE OF Malta. The first dispatches of Bo- 
naparte and Berthier were taken by the Turks and 
sent to Gojnstantinople* There the Porte per*- 
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Qxitted jthem to be copied b)r ihe difi[ereiit e|iibasr 
9«dars ; and those who are acquainted with, the 
politics of one ^f tlie Northern courts, who know 
that the French have an active agent in every one 
of its vfomMtm, well not be long at a losf for 
the mai^ner in ^hich they reacjied the Dire^tory^ 
Private Jetters (d^t i^.to say, copies of them), have 
foand theii' way to France thvoughihc; same chan^ 
nel.; for most of tl^ originals, are in this country ^ 

Tlie uncontroolahle dominion which w^ posses* 
in^d^ Medi^^rrame^n» and dbe aniuhiktion of tl\c 
French flag in thstt sea,. have rendered: what was 
before dt m^rtter of extreme difficulty, almost ^^ 
impossibility.^^ All the intercepted letters arp fuU 
of compktints, of ihe. w^nt of intelligeuiqe ; none 
is.]:;eQdiyed,.and qioi^c is sent,.ynless tq4^^ tak/;i) 
before theicj^yes by oui^ cruizei^s. Nay, so. qw-^ 
plejtely arelhe.]F|-ench in Egypt secluded from/the 
worlf^f thftt^eyen in, ^theii: last ;l€^ters we find them 
altogether ignorant of the thr^ events which naost 
cqncernthemi the hostility of tlie Turks, tbe.^f;;irqlt 
pf the llajtese, and the reneiyal pf the^ii^ar an Italy 1 

fionaparte himself ( ' * jthe: undisturbed possf^^ 
of Egj^" as hp is styled) is so sensible oJ^th^; 
i ttRiu n er abfe obstacles which oppose his comsmu?. 
nicating with France, that he has. long since ceased^ 
^attempt it ia.th<^ lisual way* * From the period 
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of Kis defeat by Ibrahim Bey, lie'*has ceased 
vm^itt^ altogether, and has had reebmsc to the 
jpress. ' His official papers of every kind ^re printed 
in great numbers, and trusted to itinerant Syriisins, 
Jews, fcc. who frequent the Egyptiair marts, ^atid 
who- are piictfor convey ing^ theiti setrTefly to Scan- 
Heroon, Beriir, o»*' St, JoHn 'd*Acre, ^n hojpes of 
finding some heutTk't Vessel th^ffe that will* under- 

take to forward "thehi t6 France, * We 'feVe tiow 

» ••fi)- »• 

before us severaT copies of thid- Geriefal*s la^t dis- 
patches, which Were-^discoverdJ plaited into the 
clothes of a Jew -at -Acre. Ofheirs have fcfund 
ihfeit way to .Coiist«htiti6pfe,"afid 'firofii' thence to 
France. But we would' ask our readers, if they 
can desiT^ a Stronger 'proof of the dreadful situk^ 
(ion to #hich Bonaparte is reduced; than thiis' eW^- 
pedierit,-*^satouriTig s^o strongly bfdfesfpaii"? 
t.ijyy-g ijjj^g^ ribfjifartnii this second'iscflectiori of 
fSiekiejfrted 'lettefri tb go^into 'th^ hands of the 
jiuWic without e^tpifes^irtg tour decided opinioti 
yr^tbe-iiiipfo^rtiilce'bf the matter' they^contain, 
anid^he signal btenefit^' that will be deri^dfrom 
aiem to the^xau^e^;bfpbliticil history 
indeedV Ve shall db witii thfe cT^iafer reakfines$; 
as the tendency i of the pnblicatibn' h^becnfttff-^ 
observed by sonie, ahd pferverted by*oth^rs/^'THe 
lU^nformed, ^nd * careless have 'f)een' able" ^* 



^^bv^r but little in it; tl^ secretly irrortifi^ 
fcave zfftdWi to a»k *• ciii hbno?'* • while -thir'thid^ 
vdtf^'paced Jacobin, anxious otilyftff^Ki^rfcdJt 
df France, has bbidly^venmred on that fnjra^hidli 
Fl^entli pol^fidencie itseifhas shrunk; and liultSir^V 
ki^ly qyiMtibtieid il:s autfaeQti<^ity I* The hil6 clii^ 
<if tiititi^' vM iffAy sttfdy^ltove to the jtrdgmciii'cfP 
ill^wWire 'ckj**feJ6'^*4^ceivingi^^n 
tfi6n from ffrU^ra^^'^tUi^fbt the Object 

ma ft*st!»riHoiat|8«I. -■' ^- ' '■■-'-"'• • "»•••••■''"•' -f^*" 

There have been former expeditions to the d^iiii^ 

ttid'^iVKJifKudiriMineaTtese^t^proatk^f nnSce to^ 
ekeb<:dtknqiMtaiiJtJlttltnl«eF.Je«'^hey>hBVir^itfi^ifii 

o'^i^ineiRhb^AteVche'setoftlii Vo^fip I6r^!lilii¥tff 
V(4^a«id;c^>tiw>i«Al»tffkbte >adVemtit« of-Ddii'^Sdbk^'^' 
UW, if(Ai«k)f)«hi$^ariDiiE!sbMlt>oUi«d>ottt'(thBi^ 
tfalti mediiitniidf aii»i£ I^ette<|^ G^nreiip^ttid^i^y' 
io' i^meiftt&tioMr-oi^'^ sMitn ^hiiily sol nii^Iip 
deM^yed )d^>wh<jl< 'flfeet,> and' Wi(!»!il, ■ ^v^h^p^ 
of r-etartiili]^: '4ind4b« othfri'^m«d'%«'«iHx}f'(S^ 
dreldfulty j)l»uae(i%y<che-e\Wit)id^thie i«nj>&dAlif^I 
hwtiUty of tMuiey ^Mttliick ! ' ^ 9iAf thi>y' vti^ 'tit^' 



Ictters,r-ror, if they- did i ther^ wiasMit> vigilant 
9Qjeax)r:atfaa[qd tocapti&re theinV: It was i^secved 
b3r,JPi;ov,i^eqqe ft^r,^ nia.stei'. n^tion^ in iafter 4mM# 
^o spfiea;, the long« meditated scheme of blood to.be 
carried 9<ce]rtain^ length, tolivards At9:.oo«Dpletioat 
^^n tQ qlose the fatal passage on the beek iof the 
qnibold^fied ; iav^^rs^ ai|d iiQt mfy tO/ cut them.^ 
tyidfden])^ off kpffi f >}ery hope, but to hold fi^th 

to.'.^'R^^^^ft^^gFfi*^ to all posterity^, thc^laiw 
and self-condemnation of the perpetmH^ '^f the 

guilt! •..*,..; >,..;,;i,v.../ . ' .{-.:.'/'••; 

: lApdevpiJt ifin^Jitokedat thc-Gonwpondencei . 
vifk 0pIjbi^hefi|yM8igJ.^o«v4r:9^«re^)lt-.wa»: theire ja* 
iflo^ ifttf(j?j&fiuig ^me^iibriiilted. te^-tbe^ ^jw of the: 

iggsf .4)?fT9i]^9 ' eJietksjl, ii^hile firiimforaiity ' o£, 
njtfxatju^n ^^dfii^^ne^ ihe iWewHirfUch shoitld » 
natoraily,spriB^;fr<to. eycots of ipfioite variely 
zj^ tgg^m^t: \ ( ) ISivH >tt^Bfe our liveliness ; of jteraep* 
t^ jX;iflTerabii<e^t »Qri«. our anin^ti<m ever ^r; 
ferdl.to l^pguis^;^^ :ISk>t> only are fa^tS; of the ut^^ 
°i9^t 4giport^iKe.*idefigfiih!!^, but,(.M^;:^tit8 rarely toi 
he ibiuml in,fiop^|w>h hiMory) ithfe exbUng- opt^ > 
xuons^cpgcf^i^Dg. t^om;: AU the : writers: are > 
poimn^, fi>i;th, (l^eif .mdii^gui^Al thoughtti oil die> 
hazard ol* theit] si^utttiQiUs^ iatp the hoiQmsk of tfaekr ! 
£unilies and fiiends* Their hopes and fears, their 



-hHF 



ci^edu£it]r ^d repentance, their distress and their 
presumpiioiii all pass id quick ^ndv^riou^ r^iew. 
Their ent^re^ condition is before iks^; — qviicquid 
agunt, votum, timor^ ira-^in shcnt, theie is all 
but thevphiptas. .!//.: 

We turn,' bo\revet,: to a ttiore seridUs ()b)ect,» 
and wish to point out the peiculiar uses td be df awa 

fit>m this Corr^spond<pnce. / : •: 

. Tfa^reiif Qo ins^inee ori. record. in Whick the 
history qf almost itnpeirkafit expedition has been 
given,. not only ^th such tviith and dispatch, but 
-with flo^much saluMry ^c^nviciloite fi^rthe fiitutq 
repose and-Aafety of roainjiiiid*^ That some who 
hay^.Ied^' atid Mine who! have followed 'anniesj 
have liiefl^iibed thfcic pp^^ibM^ is most certiun. 
But thef vanity ofone oMta^ the errot oi intcj)efct 
of anodier, affords buta sleMergt0und.(Q^inpa-( 
ratively speakiag) idmy^hkh. to build historical 
coni^enc^ it and in proportioj^ as we recede frdnr. 
theui^ias^^teSstimony of Diimbersi^ the ehauce df) 
truth is lessened. This seems but a conupion Fe<^ 
in2U?k;.bu# we jsh^U hav^/tnore than a epaiipptif 
use £ot it Wtben ^e cacp^paigns of Bowp>rte iA 
Italy «tb|tU be g^e<) m '(a^Jkas bng beeb thr^tr-^ 
^ned} from *-^ Mtnokny^V ' ' * . " v 
^ yn£>rtufi9tttiy there is[po*''|Bter<i^ted cdvre^ 
spondence'' froflfi thai army); Dotfcii^ t^er^forei; 

b 
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remains- ft> Op^se to (lie- *tatA)K)rfty'''wKii^ rt to 

. » « • 

overawe US bu^the settleij fiia'cduHty off thefnteli 
ligent, against Fitnch falsehdbd'febourihg'to dig* 
rafy and adorn French eruehy arid rdpin'e. -But 
if ever the Egyptian expedition sliouM be officially* 
described by the authors* of* it, (of iirhich we have 
no doubt y and the liiisghiefy and misefites of it,^ 
sunk or glossed over bythe terrified and prostitute 
V Savahffi^' (lafid of' this tvp^ have as little* dottbt,) 
THEN wifll these 'Lejtter^iri^ npnti >jtS*fgit!etit ^iins^ 
•beta ii-^TwfcNi ^iil* 'ih« upt^mhA^fUVilf oP ih-e: 
pUn feodisti-ftcrfyiseew^kh: tfefe falalilynsf fjfe exe-f 
eution^t^ Wh^i begaii-^ifl'Wqiiit/emtel^'tft •*Diii/ 
Uvifsemxi^VKidy anrfdi^{»ts»rnaVked everV stagef 
or:ii4ld3ad^rstd wwk; triil'tlA' Idve* o& feteeSi kUdt 
plat¥diir fiind^-suti^iuli^v chis^dreadlW} ehastisel 

i And^cHisllbd^s uft t^ iWeinii^^cailt^!e9fl3e^Venaf< 
to :be<l«Jbived to the Hvci#M,'A»t:orfy*eni ihtf Ailurc* 
of the'a*r#iitureJ;^ biit^ftdmtliie dedA^fliJj*^ 'of • the- 
adtetttt#«S'tb€ni8eIv^rt<:)DcteJ'riing'itr''W4scr^le 
Hot toijiay, that if any Ai*rg«s fecreafter to^ preserve' 
Egypt*<h[)«A*hc»i>estli2pSf^6&s of French' rapacity^ it 
will il>^ tbesfe )eollecti€»iS»'Qf ^<' ittt«c^ed fett^s.'* 
They ** speak daggers'* though -they '^ tf*e«oie.'''' 
And ' siifelyj* if %^6 toiaP unprcffit^blehe^ of the 
couniry-'^hjiclibas^beatf Coveted by theiw-fbr «<>' 
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many ages { ahd the exdcrations of a whole army, 
or those who sent thefti to certain destruction, have 
any power to detfer-^^this will be the last attempt' 
6n the 'ever hostile sands of Africa. ' 

One word more/ 'The reader of these letters' 

(especially if he has' been accustomed to interest 

himself 'In the events of other tiiiies),* cannot but 

be 'struck with that petty air of antiquarianism, 

that small dealing in historical virtu, Which 'so 

many of them exhibit, and wlilch, 'perhaps, will 

Be found to distinguish^ the French nation in most 

oTtlieir excursions, Vhetnef* iii ptare or wai': • But 

tKough we should dnlj^'smilfe if coilvtlrsation were* 

dt^fegured, ofcorWspdndenie ifhs6zl$tfnliibly usurp-' 

^^'Hy the affectitioii of stich ittaiilmetits, we niliit- 

be ^Vious when tht repose of matikfnd'ii sacrifibed' 

to'dfe^hever-ending pffetehsions tif exorbitant power/ 

ptff^Biely disguised in' the ][nirstiits of a college rf 

^^Mns/' We maf safely afldw^ome captain^ 

(]^?l6/i) ^rsting M^lh Ills heW acqbiremerits, to* 

dS^tibfc to Kis wondering correspondent 'the •* * Py • * 

i^flBds, commonly icalM the Needles of Cleo- 

pitlrii^'! W6 may safely allow his more mature' 

ip!td.ligence to correct a ** vulgar error," (p. p2.) 

and restore to Severus.the pillar unjustly claimed: 

■ 

by Pompey ! It had already been allowed tif- 

b 2 
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MoNGE (who, as Bonpp^rte^fiirmefjpf l^ipa» was 
an ** excellent judge of such matters"), to st^pcl 
op the undo.ul)tpd ruins o£ tl^c P.aU^of lHysacs» 
and to trace out the true pyp^t yirhcre.old jU^rte^^ 
prunec) his vines ^^-rrRut vyhat shall we 33iyif Trea- 
tjies themselves are subicctod ta the i^flueQc^.qf 

tjjeje vague pursuit^ ? If * P^?9P ^i*^ ^'^ PP.^'^r. 
is. to be (i^tern^ined by the exact bauxidat7|:& {i^\ 
^ny apwl c^n j^i^ them) oF tJipNpEio iVlps ;■?, 
^n4- a^r)jieqe„pf,tefritpry bejon^iflg.tp af»p^her w, 
^ |je gi^r^ed rfjmvgh », cr4ti«»4 di«pji*tjftn «^ 

(fctiwudv lH«t.,ii^e'fl^t,Qf;^en^ Wf|#<|i«tttly, 

^h war, flrt jwlivn?. Testing pa i^?iir. ^jri;^,^ y^fit 
upon ^ n^yfli;;^pg,.(^fjg;fp^.„9JF,?ptj,9i^»riaji?!, 

tMP?*, whjych Jb4flgpx$f5e4y o;} t|»«igf coinji(Win%JJ 
m a »»»*« f^|r^tf\ia ^ingjy. ,pre?en^ jn, ffj^^ 

ciwpn. Buttlieif; pWposeipj^osw^r^ by jf. Up{^. 

• iPrirate and more profitable reason s'^ade, them forego ' 
ttiiS' reetrictlpn iir|t iaid lipdf the Emperor. The daim u 
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go to vat with Cltrvefrius in their hTttiAi ; irtrfptib^ 
lie rapine is^'thx* made to spring frohi an anti 
quated system oFgeography I 

But \re turn frdm flieir rapacity in Europe to 

their folly in Egypt. A gteat discovery is flow 

inade, which is to crown all the political prefen- 

rions hitherto dniwn from the lueuhrations of the 

National Institute ! The line of the canal is 

found which formerly joined the Red Seaf to the 

Pelusiac branch of the Nile. Commerce is at 

length to be mstoreB to its •• wonted freedom," 

between the Eastern, ocean, and the wealth of In- 

di^ is to he transferred to the new possessors of Da- 

ihittii! EngiE !^-vBttt to be^erious. If tljp timidity 

^f my person has for a moment been alarmed at 

dris mteriiee to the prosperity of his country, he 

ft/ay cdin ftihiself with the assuratice, tfaait at no 

pmod of the world was the commefrce of the East 

ilf^Mthied through the channel which is now 

9bout ttt ruin us. That there was such a project in 

sffifiquity^ as chat of opening the connmmication 

^^Mch we speak, is an his torickf truth : that 

there wai'an attempt at the execution of it, is no 

Iesj$* true; ' The advantages which attended the 

building of Alexandria were still disputed in somcT 

degree, by that part of the Syrian coast to which 

tlie trade of the East liad found its., way frooii » 
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very remote time : and the secoad Ptolemy seems 
to have plannied the schepfie in question, in order 
to decide the affair at once« by establishing a.com-^ 
petition of a carriage of good;^ epf^irely by water 
ig^inst apotherof a mixed kind. 

^ That Egypt usurped th? trade of its rival is 
certain ; but it was not through tb^ fancied c^m^l 
of Suez. That canal was never i^ijiisUed ; or,, if we 
allow it to have b^eii completed, it wa5 ijpeedily 
abandoned I as not answering die puruose for 
which it was i^ended. . The navigatipn was 
either top tedious pr too daingerous ; aiKi» so far 
f^Qm beipg the favourite r^or.t of commerQ^/fl^r^. 
ing successive ages, was suddenly stopped by thq 
very man who had planned .it^ In what more 
convenient ,spof ^, port for the Eastern trade waa 
^fterwfirdj^ prepared, it doie? . not belong to u& to 
sayt It is sufiicient to have proved that the 
prese;nlplan is a chimera. , If Le Pere,: and;his 
engineers (p. ss) would hut lool;. i^xta Stra|>o-^ 
but this we will not expect. We rather refer 
tfiem to a colmtryman of their own, whom they 
would have done well to take in their pockets in- 
ste^d of Savary. T^ey will find im M. Ameil- 
hon, * :on^ of their ^/(/Academicians, due. men-. 
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• Sur le Commerce desEgyptjens. ...The reader. will find 
fte*first part of it A^otinAing with that amplification of doubt- 
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tioivmade ofthe fallacious work they arfc aboift to' 
revive; and of*lihc'Stiblequcnt reraovai ofthe Ir^dc' 
to another 'place--a place tn'uch more distant 
from' the Nile, thata Suez from Caira; and re- 
quiring, we presume, afar more effectual mastery 
of the inland country, than is likely to accrue to 
these momentary possessors of Egypt. 

Thus far of their policy. It would^have been 
gratifying to us, if there did not remain a par-- 
ticular of another nature to be very solemnly* 
noticed* The general tendency of 'French prin- 
ciples to oorrupt all morals, as wellas to over-^ 
tbraw -a}l*/government, has been matter of long 
aiid/ melaoaefaoly observation. ' The letters from 
Egypt, rwhile they confirm this truth, add one 
feature of peculiar borror to' it. ^-Xhvsi^ '^cts of 
private licentiousness, over which -the unprin- 
cipled tlicihselves' have hitherto endeavoured to 
throw: at least some «lertder veil ;' that depravity / 
wbicli has till now feared the indignation ol: vir- 
tjie ;*-«*all • this • the foul c6rrespondence through 
which we have travelled ^ fully and 'ihamelessly' 
exhibits* • Nay th6se wliose more revered rcla-' 
tion to us, whose years and sacred authority, 

fill history, that rhetorical inflation which usually marks the 
French hiquiries into antiquity : but the second partlS really 
valuable, and would much benefit M. Le Pere, 



mai^hd has conspired tp hpoour with the moyt 
signal respect, — PAR^Ntg th^fliiBelves» aune here 
made the depositaries of their children*s vices ! 



To the liCtiers, we b?tve ^ulgpiqi^d the Address 
of the Patriarch of Copstautifieipie. to the Greek 
iphabit^nts' of the isles pf CorftiUi Zante» Cepha- 
Ipnja, Ith^^^i ^* I^i^ ^ very curious docu- 
t^fpf; ^i^d v^iH, Sve doubt not, be xead with a 
considgr^(>lp. degref gtf interest. The friend of 
religion ai)d gopd order will recognizci the svhi^ 
stance of it, disgMised as it )s. with many t)eculia» 
riti^s ; apd th^ lover of ancient literature will 
pec(dve "v^th cordiality so g^ttine a speoimen of 
the language yefr u^d by the desceadaqts of Xc- 
BQphoQ and PUto ! 

But it is not. in this light (however important) 
that we lAean to speak of the piece in ^u^stion. 
We shall merely glance at 4l in connectionr«irith 
die learned mission d iht SmoBs: diMP^ien, 
I9P« have (urnished aq Address * in %?reek ; 
which the reader will find in the Appendix to 

* We did not, as perhaps we ought to ha? e done* call the 
reader's attention to the sanguinary regulations of the modem 
Bracoj^^the <«hope and consolation'* of the hypocritical 
whimperers over •' suffering humanity'' ! T-he 5th and 6th 
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the Pint Fiairt of these Letters. Doubtless they 
burnt with impatience to signalize their learning 
in promoting the views of the Commander in 
Chief; and scarcely were they landed at Malta 
ere their aeal found an escape, in the composition 
of the paper in question. That it has astonished 
the people of Paris there can be no doubt, and 
dbat is its chief advantage ; for as to the Greeks 
tfaetnselves, they will naturally conclude (what 
indeed is the truth), that those who circulated it 
were mainly ignorant of the proper style for the 
persons they addressed. We wish not to fatigue 
the reader with references, but, after perusing the 
Patriarch'ls Epistle, let him turn to the letters 
written by certain Greeks to the late Empress of 
Russia, and which he will find iif Eton's Survey 

IMticle of Ihe paper in qt^stioii are y<Bt» we believe, imri- 
vailed in the annals <^ blood, and must stamp the brutal 
commander who fabricated them with eternal shame and' 
disgrace. 

Whiintr may be the iiltunate ejects, of hprit Nf lsaa's.1^ 
tory« iff feimediate consequences must be h,ighly beneficial 
to the Greeks, who are devoted to death en masse, for what 
can scarcely be termed an olFenee. They are 'snatched , by it 
from the grasp of a man who waqtto^s. in the doMtation ai 
his species ; and whose Code- of Legj^slatipn, lettered on tk^ 
backLiBBRTT AND EqjfALitr, contains nothing, through 
maay a bkxKly page, but an eternal repetkioti of the words-, 
^< Ipjusltiqe, proscripfiooj and Qaticdev'' i 
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of the . Turkish Empire,-*— All these the ancient 
scholar will be able to read with hut little diflS* 
culty • Making alio^v^ance for an initial tmnoation 
or two (which sopn betray iherm^elves by their 
frequent ^pcurrcnce),^^ ,a„l^aining, to one of the 
tenses (future) in preference, to the yest, a visible 
attachment to potential indications, and a cum- 
brous addition of the auxiliary to the inflected 
verb» the use of which is still retained » the rest 15 

* _ * 

easy enough. But the Scwmis^ who «eem to thinL 
that the modern Greek is to be found at the greatr' 
est possible distance from the ancient, have heaped 
the ruggedn^ss of Pelion upon that of Ossa,, have 
added barbarism to barbarism, and sought to ob* 
tain the praise of fidelity by every species of oiUf 
couthness ! Not so think the Greeks? of the Ar- 
chipelago, not so the Archbishop of Constantin- 
ople. It is observable he addresses the very* 
people who are named in the French regulations, 
butVith a difference of language which clearly 
teaches us what inference to draw from thfe^com- 
parison* In short, the Greeks themselves' (\inless 
where foreign ignorance interferes to check them ) 
endeavour to recollect what they can of their an- 
cient manner, and in their public addresses free 
themselves jn some measure from their colloquial 
or commercial corruptions. The Savons take the 
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opposite method, and make '* confusion more con* 
founded." — *'Rend, tear, pull, — that I may have 
nothing ahout me like that rogue Peter." They 
may he complimented by the National Insti* 
TUT£, — they would be whipt at Samos. 
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AhxtmdrUf li 19 MessiJot, an 6. 

SfiECHYi Capifatfie Adjudant d FEtauMajor du Gine* 
rj/ Bonaparte, uu Cltoyen Le Mairb> a Paris. 

Je voulois vous ecrife, mon (*her Lc Maire, une longue 
kttre t lis^z Tincluse ; elle vous appfendra ou nous en 
sommes pour le moment. Dites bien des choses de ma 
part a Madame Dumuy> et que j'aurai soin de lui faire 
passer une lettre bien detaiiiee du Caire, ou j'espere 
pouvoir bientdt arriver avec le General Bonaparte. Du« 
muy est ici ; il ireste a Alexandrie pour y organiser divers 
corps, traiter avec les Arabes Bedouins, dont vous avea^ 
ci«bas quelques notices, et entretenir la correspondan«e 
avee la metropole. 
Part II. B 
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Nous faisons, mon chcr Lc Maire, un metier bien 
fatiguant, II n'y a rien de comparable dans cette guerre 
avec celle de TEurope. Nous nous cstimons tres-heu- 
rcux si nous pouvons avoir de Teau et du biscuit. Nous 
allons faire une marche de cinq jours a travers le Desert. 
Cachetez la lettre au Citoyen Doulcet. Remettez, je 
vous prie, la Note ci-jointe a mon oncle. J'ai ecrit une 
lettre bien longue a Madame Dumuy 4c Malthc. Je vous 
ai aussi prevenu de Tenvoi qui a ete fait de mon affaire 
d'avancement au Ministre de la Guerre par Berthier. 
' Voyez Tallien et Bruix ; dites-16ur bien des choses de 
ma part. Engagcz-lcs a faire terminer un objet si facile 
a arranger. Voyez vous-meme ce qu'il est possible de 
faire. Donnez-moi beaucoup de nouvelles, et recevez 
Tassurance de mon amitie. 

Mar. SHECHr. 

Note. Les Arabes Bedouins se levent chaque jour dc 
tfes-bonne heure, se mettenta genoux et baisent la terre 
i^eux fois en regardant le ciel. Au lever du soleil et a 
Tapparition de laJune, ils font la meme cercmonie trois 
fois de suite, en tournant les regards vers cette planete, 
Ils sont commandes par des chefs qu'ils respcctent, ils 
les saluent toutes les fois qu'ils passent devant eux, font 
la plus grande attention a tout ce qu'ils leur disent, et 
remplissent exactement leurs ordres. 

lis sont habilles d'une toile blanche de laine qui s'at- 
tache a leurs cols, et dont ils jettent les pans sur leurs 
cpaules. Leurs bras sont nuds. lis ont une espece dc 
pan talon large qui s*attache aux genoux. La jambe est 
nue, et n*ont qu'une sandale de cuire jaune au pied. 

Les femmes sont habillees a peu pres comme les 
hommes. Elles portent leurs enfans sur le dos. Elle^ 
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Bont considerees de leurs maris s ellesne mangent pas 
aveceux. Comme les Scythes, ils s'6tablissent dans des 
camps qu'ils transportent a volonte et selon les circon- 
stances. lis emportent avec eux tou;^es leu^s families, 
iqu'ils mettent sur des chameaux, dont ils ont un bien 
plus grand nombre que de chevaux. Les femmes et les 
enfans montent sur le dos d'uo chameau, ou se trouve 
une espece de cabane circulaire, dans laquelle elles sont 
tres-commodement couchees ensemble avec leurs en-4 
fans. 

lis se voyent souvent et sont tr^s-familiers et com- 
plaisants entre eux. Les personnes d'une famille ne 
mangent jamais chez une autre. Ils font des echanges 
de marchandises ou autres objets d'utilite generale, sans 
avoir besoin d'argent. Tout ce qui est pris appartient au 
preneur ; Thomme meme, fait prisonnier, peut etre 
vendu par celui qui s'en est rendu maitre, sans que 
d'autres puissent avoir rien a y pretendre. lis ont ce- 
pendant pour habitude generale, de ne faire que deva* 
liser sans tuer, a moins qu'on ne leur resiste. 

Leur maniere de vivre est trcs-dure. lis vivent d*un 
pain tres-noir, cuit sur le'crotin de leurs chameaux. 
* Leur eauy contenue pendant longtems dans des sacs de 
peau de bouc, exposee toiijours au soleil, est tres-puante. 
lis trempent leur pain dans une espece d'huile qui a une 
tres-mauvaise odeur ; ils la recueillent au milieu des 
sables du Desert, dans des sources qui ne sont connues 
que d'eux seuls, et qu'on ne trouve qu'a une distance de 
vingt lieues Tune de Tautre. 

Chaque famille habite seule une meme tente ; elle est 
commandee par un chef, c'est lui qui fait la guerre. Les 
chevaux dont ils se scrvent uniquement dans toutes leurs 
expeditions, sont tous de la plus grande agilite, tous sont 

B2 
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sauvage^ et franehissent les montagnes les plus escarpces 
avec la meme rapidit6 qu'ils courent dans la plaine ; ill 
ne sont jamais ferrfis. 

Cc sont dcs officiers faits prisonnicrs chcz les Be- 
douifis, qui m'ont donne les details <:i-dcssus. Je les ai 
recueillis au moment ou les chefs Arabes etoient chcx 
Bonaparte pour traiter avec lul. 

Je n'ai pas assez de papier pour faire des envcwppcs. 
Faites cclle du Citoycn Doulcet. 



«p 



TRANSLATION. 

* 

Alexanelrlaj (19 Messidor) July 'jth, 1798* 

Shechy, Captain-Adjutant to the Staff of General Bo- 
naparte, to Citizen Le Mairb> ift Paris. 

IwisHED to write youy my dear Le Maire, a long 
letter — ^Read the inclosed ;* it will inform you where 
we are at present. Say every thing for me to Madame 
Dumuy ; and above all, assure her that I will take care 
to send her an ample account of all our transactions, 
from C^ro, where I hope to arrive soon, with General 
Bonaparte. Dumuy t is here ; he stays behind to or- 
gani2e the troops that remain, to treat with the Bedouin 

* See the next letter. 

f This seems to be the person mentioned by General Menou 
(Part I. p- 98.) ; his name, indeed, is spelt differently; but we 
6bserve a great inaccuraq^ with respect to names, throughout 
the whole of this Correspondence. 
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Arabs^ of whom you will find some account bdow, and 
<o open a communication with the capital. 

We are engaged here, my dear Le Maire, in a most 
lattgning business. The wars of £urq>e have nothing 
in common with this of Egypt. We reckon ourselves 
£KtttCtate in the extreme, if we can procure biscuit and 
water. We are now preparing for a march of five days 
-across the Desert. 

Put a wafer in Citizen Doulcet's letter ; and pray be 
kind enough to give the subjoined note respecting the 
Arabs, to my unde. I wrote a very long letter to Ma- 
dame Dumuy, from Malta : I wrote idso to you, in* 
forming you, that the memorial relative to my promotion 
^bad been transmitted to the Minister of War, by Ber* 
thier. Call on Tallien and Bruix ; give my remem- 
brances to them, and intreat them to accelerate an affair 
which may be easily arranged : try yourself too, what 
can be done in it. Write me a long letter, and accept 
the assurances of my friendship. 

Mar. Shbcht* 

Note. 

Thb Bedouin Arabs constantly rise at a very early 
hour, drop on their knees, and kiss the ground twice^ 
with their eyes turned towards the heavens. At sunrise, 
and at the first appearance of the moon, they repeat tho 
same ceremony three times, directing their face towards 
that planet. They are commanded by chiefs, whom 
they respect ; they salute them whenever they approach 
or pass them, pay the greatest attention to every thing 
they say, and punctually execute all their commands. 

Their usual dress is a piece of white woollen, which 
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they fasteti round their necks, throwing the eomers over 
their shoulders. Their arms are quite naked. They have 
also a kind of pantaloon, reaching to the knee, where it 
is fastened ; the legs, like the arms, are naked : they 
have all yellow slippers. 

The dress of the women. dliFers very little from that 
of the men. They carry their children on their backs. 
They are in good estimation with their husbands, though 
they do not eat with them. Like the Scythians, the 
Bedouins dwell in camps, which they move at pleasure, 
and as circumstances lequire. They carry with them 
^11 their household on camels, of which they possess a far 
greater number than of horses* The women and chil- 
dren aiie placed on the back of one of these animals, in 
a kind of circular cot, which affords them all ^ suiBcieht 
space to lie d6wn. 

,.Th^ visit frequently,: and Hve in a state of great fa- 
imiiaxity and .kindness one with another \ but it is obr 
servable, that one family rieVer eats with another. They 
exchange one kind of merchandize, or one object of ge- 
neral utility for another, without the intervention of 
specie, of which they have no need. Every thing that 
is taken belongs to the taker : nay, a man may be made 
prisoner, and even sold by him .who made him so, 
without any other person's pretending to interfere. 
Their general practice* is not to put any one to. death, 
but only to rob him 4 unless he should be rash enough tQ 
m^ke resistance. 

■ ■ ? • ■ . . . ' " 

' • Ctpendantf in the original ; this word must have escaped 
Shechy through inadvertence; he could not surely have 
thought it strange, that thos^ who. were at liberty to sell their 
prisoners, did not kill them. 
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Their manner of living' is very hard. They fe^d on 
a species of bread extremely 'black, and baked on the 
dung of their camels. Their water, kept for a long 
while in bottles made of gdats^ skin, and confitantly ex-^ 
posed to the hteat of the sun, i$ extremely offensive* 
They dip their bread in a kind of oil of a most dis« 
agreeable smell, which they procure in the midst of the 
sands of the Desert, from springs known only to then;i- 
selves, >and not less than fifty or sixty miles from each^ 
othcn* 

> > 

* It IS hardly necessary to caution the reader to receive as- 
little as possible of what the French pretend to :give from the 
information of Arabs, Copts, &c As far as the senses are con- 
cerned, they may generally be trusted, but no farther. What 
the prisoners saw, we arc willing to believe they related with fi-' 
delity ; but when they proceed to tell us (from conversations, of 
which they certainly understood not a single word}.of wonderful, 
springs of oil found in the Desert, and kept secret from all the 
world, but the French ; we <:an only say, eras credimus^ hodie nihil* 
Bituminous and unctuous substapcesare sometimes, indeed, found 
floating on the surface of small pools or lakes, and — but 'tis 
needless to enter further into the subject, on such authorities as 
those before us* 

The little picture of the domestic economy of the Arabs, 
though rudely sketched, is far from being uninteresting. Their 
simple expressions of pious dependence, their respectful attach- 
ment to their hereditary chiefs, and their familiar and affectionate 
intercourse with one another, cannot fail to prepossess the reader 
a; little in their favour ; and raise them in his mind far above the 
atheistical, turbulent, and unsocial horde, who, under the 
guidance of a ferocious Corsican, have traversed a thousand 
leagues of sea, for the <* consolatory" purpose of exterminating 
them ! 

When one considers, too, the poverty of these people, their 
black bread, stinking water, and rancid oil, their burning sands, 
and interminable deserts, one would imagine that they, at least. 



Every furidly bitf a tent ix> h$elf* It is unta die 

comipatid of t ihief, and it is he only ^bo makes war. 
'J^bcir hone^y which are ej(f:Hisi>Fdy reserved for tbeilr 
excursions, arie inconceivably active ; they are all ¥nMf 
zod ascend the steepest mouk^t^ns with the same 
nij^ity they jun 011 eveli gpwtd^ Tliey ate nevcar 

. All thesfs details Wiere igiven tm by thetofficccs ifp^ 
bad b^n madi^ f risoliers by the Bklouixis on otir.laad- 
ing. I collected them at the instant that the chfe£i of 
the Arabs were with Bonaparte, ar]:anging the terms of 
^treaty. 

I have no pisper to spare for covers. You will, there* 
fore, inclose Citizen Douket's letter, and direct it to 



would be ^secure from the rapacity and cruelty of Prance. De- 
lusive thought 1 that nation has the eternal fever of the tiger; 
and presses forward with blind and inconsiderate fury, to slak^ 
its thirst ih die blood of all it can reach, smd overcome. 
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"'[ ' ' ' JlexartdrUp le 19 MessiJon 

SfiBCHTj Qipil4infi J^ju^ioi^ 6 T&aUM^r du Gcnl^^ 
rsJBosAWA^yn^ 4u.\Qit^yi^n Ppui^cgT^ Rue Si. 
Fhc^ft prh eeUc'^u SeMUr, d Paris. 

j% fArofite inx seid loalaBt que j'sj: pu avpir d^puis 1# 
prise decile viUe; pour reibplir l^engagealeIlt quf j'ai 
pp«ilracte avoe V€»u$. 

KotDCcVoyage de Toulon i Malthe n'a ihe accoow 
p^n| 4'aii€tui eveoement bien litfesteafiant* Vws conr 
iQiokBez deja toutes les particularites de la prisede cette 
\t^ iaip<Htante* NMs avons mis a la voile le %o If 191* 
x|al ai» ^r^ et par un vent du N. O. qui regiie continue 
flk^em; dans oes parages duraot la saison aetucHe, aoMS 
ftvons poufise dans douze jours devant Alexaildrie. 

Le f 3 au soir, apres avoir donne tous ks ordres ne^r 
(Ceflsaires pour effectuer le dibarquement dans la nuit, Ic 
G^eral f n Chef s'est embarque a bord d'une gsleve di^ 
Malthe, a TefFet de pouvoir approcher plus pres ^ lar 
jCote \ malgre les cohseils prudenis des marins qui pre- . 
tendcdfiiit ua debarquement in^ssiblei a cause de la 
violeoce des vents, et des rescifs qui remplissent la Baye 
de M^Afiut, le General Bonaparte a poursuivt 30tt 
prcjet de descente, et Ta fait effectuer dans oe point 
mefloe* Marabout est a troislienead'Alexasidrie.; j'etois 
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du nombre des officiers d'Etat-Major qui I'ont accom- 
pagne. ' 

De^cendiJS sur la plage, nous avons rencoi^re les 
Generaux Menou, Kleber, Bon, et Rcgnicr : celui^i 
avoit tres-peu de monde de dAarque ; il a refu ordre 
de garder le point de debarquement ; les autres soht 
partis sur trois colonnes pour marcher sur Alexandrie. 

Le General en Chef ct son Etat-Major, apres avoir 
dormi pendant deux heures sur le sable, se «ont eveill€s 
pour se mettxea la't^te 3es*dlvisSons.^ Gelle Kleber oc- 
cUpoit le ceAtre, et^se dkigeoitdroit' SiitlaColonne de 
Pompee. Celle MiehcJti 6toit placee a la gauche de celle- 
ei, et longeoit la mer. Celle Bon etoit i la droite de 
Kleber; ' ev liiarchisit sur la p<me de-R<«ette. Nous 
• noU^ sommeS mis^a fa tSte. de la divisioiii Kleber; • 

Nous apper^mes a la pointe du. jour quelques cava- 
liers qui s'aviin9oient sur nous, et qui, voyant que nous 
n'avionS' point de cavalerie,' sont verius' nous tlrer nk^ 
coups de carabine jusqu 'a la portly du pistplet; mais 
nos tirailleurs s^etant avanc^s Tapidement au miUeu des 
colUnes qui bordoientnos flancs, les^ont. forces a s'^Ioi* 
gher . Nous continuames notre marche, touj ourtf a pied, 
jusqu'a pres de | de lieue de la ville : a quelques pas de 
la, nousr trouvames une mosquee ou. etoit plac€e une 
citerhe ; nous bumes avec delice d'une eau douce, que 
les fetigues de la marche nous ont fait trouver des pluii 
agr£ables. 

Arrives a la Colonne de Pompee, nous y fimes en- 
core une petite halte. Nos tirailleurs s'dtoieiit cependant 
avances tres*pres des murs, et faisoient le coup de fusil 
avec les Alexandrins, qui les bordoient de toutes parts. 
Le General en Chef m'envoya sous les mursde la place 
reconnoitre leur situation ; j'approchai seul jusqu'a 1^ 
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porteede pistolet ; a peine commen^is-je a considerer 
les forts avecuhe lorgnette, que j'entendis subitement 
les cris de plusieurs femmes et enfans qui paroissoient 
sur les remparts. Aussitot je fus accueilll par une fu« 
silEade des plus vives : un volontaire place a 30 pu 40 
jpas derriere moi tomba, blesse a Tepaule gauche. 

Ay ant rempll- la mission qui me fut confiee par le 
Genera], je revins .trouver quelques volontaires epar- 
pilles dans la plaine ; et apres avoir retire le volontaire 
blesse par le feu de Tennemi, je le conduisis avec 6ux 
a la Colonne de Pompee, ou etoit reuni tout I'Etatr 
Major. 

Le General ordonne de battre'Ia charge, et d'attaquer 
sur tous les points. Nos troupes volent aux remparts, 
et les franchissent dans un instant, malgre une grele de 
balies'et depierres qui n'ont pas laisse de nous tuer et 
blesserdu monde. LeGenera^l monte rapidement sur 
une butte assez elevee, qui commande et H yille et le 
port a TefFet d'observer Tattaque. Les Gener^ux Kle- 
ber et Menou furent blesses, I'un a la tete, Tautre n'a 
en que des cpntqsions. Ces blessures ne sont point 
mortelles. 

Un des forts ay ant ^te^ris d'assaut, le General m'en« 
vpya chercher les prisonniers a I'efFet d'en tirer quelques 
renseignemens. A mon arrivee, il me renvoya dans la 
yille, pour y'^faire battre la gene rale, et ordonner aux 
froupes qui y etoient entrees, et qui faisoient le coyp dc 
fusil avec les habitans, d'en sortir, et de se mettre ei) 
}>ataille sous la butte pu il etoit place. 

Entre dans la villei et voyant.la conduite desesperee 
des Alexandrins, qui ne cessoient de nous assaillir du 
haut de leurs toits et de leurs fenetres de coups de 
fiiefres et de fusils, je mc^vis dans la necessite de mettre 
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iingt hmtoies d^ diiqoe c6t6 ies rues que je tavenafa 
' if>our efnpecher les xnesures hostiles. Malgre cela ks 
tovps de pierres ne laisserent pas de me blesspr quelqucs 
volonttfires. 

J 'arrival devant vn petit foit gaide par ime trenta^ 
de TuFCS<: ils tnetivercnt quelqiies coups de fiisils 4 nuds 
voyant gitDssir la troupe, ils fiiicnt semblant de capkaler 
en posant leurs fusils a la terre^ et en poossant des crts 
CfSroyablds. 

' Comme ie Gekieral tn^avott ordonne dp n'attaquev 
aucun des forts, mai$ seuletnent de donner les ordi^s da 
faire bloquer tous ceux que je rencontrcrois par les 
troupes des diverses divisions, je ^ugeat a-pr<^>Q9 d'ac-^ 
cepter cette capitut^ion ;* mats au moment oa. J'cm-i 
pechois nos troupes de tirer sur le fort, ua coup de fusil 
tire d'une maison voisine tua vm grenadier piac6 a mba 
c6te. II toipba sur roes genoux sans exprimor une 
»6ule paroie, et manqua de m^ntralner dans sa chutes 
Ne <:onnoissant pa« exactement la maison d'ou etoit 
pahi Ie coup, et ayant devant moi -un fort dont je 
n'etcss pas encore tout-a-fak mattre, je me vis dans la 
necessite de continuer ma route ^ans venger la aiort^iii 
brave grenadier. Bicnt6t je me vis devant le principal 
fort de la ville ; il etoit deja b^k>que par la divisi<Mi Me<* 
nou, et bient&t apres le capkaine An batiment de guerre 
Ttitc, cnvoye par le General en Chef, lit mettre ce 
fort en notrc pouvorr, et successivcmcnt tous ceux quj 
ie trouvoient dans la "ville. - 

Nous avons cu beaucoup de monde tant tues que 
blesses, et dans I'attaque, et par les Arabes BedouinSy 
que nous avions vus a cheval des notre debarquement. 
lis sont venus sur nos derrieres, et ont tue on pris grand 
nombrc de traineurs. Ces Arabes resscmblent znj^ 
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ahciens Sc]rthes. Le monde est leur patrie ; ils vivent 
de rapines, &c. 

Ces Bedouins sont divis^s en diverses tribus, qui se 
font souvent la guerre entre eux : ils sont tres-redou- 
tables ; ils ne se melent jamais avec les autres peuples, et 
ne veulent jamais retracter leurs habitudes ni leur ma« 
niere de vivre ; — voila la cause essentielle delcur force. 

La Proclamation du General Bonaparte, dont vous ^ 
verrez sans doute des exemplaires, leur ayant €it com- 
muniquee, ils ont de suite demande a^etre nos amis, 
meme a faire la guerre avec nous contre Ics Mameloucs, 
les oppresseurs du pays. Ils ont ramene au General 
une trentaine de prisonniers quails avoient fait. Avanl 
d'avoir connoissance de la proclamation, ils ont traite 
ces malheureux avec la plus grande dureti. Leurs 
femmes leur ont fait surtout eprouver les plus cuisans 
tourmens ; les^nfans meme a la mamelle se sont amuses. 
a leur arracher les cheveux, et a leur dechirer le visage 
avec leurs ongles ; et ils £toient obliges de supporter ce 
traitement avec patience, dans la crainte d'etre encore 
plus maltrait^s par les Arabes eux-memes. Mais de^ 
que la Proclamation leur est parvenue, ils traitoient leit 
Fran9ois avec douceur. 

J'ai derob6 quelques instants a mon devoir pour voug 
donner ces details. Nous sommes si occupes que nou3 
n'avons pas meme le tems de nous livrer au sommeil^ 
ou de prendre un morceau d'un mechant repas . Vous 
ne pouvez pas concevoir la situation ou nous nous trou- 
vons en ce moment : elle est encore bien preferable a 
celle que nous allons £prouver dans deux ou trois jours 
au milieu du Desert. Nous devons nous mettre en 
marche le i8 ou le 49. 
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. Je dois a Tintelligence de mon domcstique d'avoir iiil 
chameau que j*ai deja fait munir de deux sacs de peau 
de bouc pour pprter de Teau et du vipaigre; heureux si 
je puis en avoir assez pour la route ! Ce chameaif pof- 
texa une partie de mes efFets, de ceux de quelqu'uns de 
mes camarades, et des provisions pour cinq jours, qui ne 
consistent qu 'en biscuit dur> que nous avons ete obliges 
a retirer des vaisseaux. 

La division Desaix marche ; celle de Regnier doit la 
suivre ; celle de Kleber partira le i8* au matin, et celle 
Menou le i8* au soir. Bientot nous verrons le denoue- 
ment de ces projets. Pour le moment, le Caire est le 
but, vers lequel nous tendons; les Mamelouks battus, 
j Ignore si Ton portera ses vues plus loin. 

Je dors en vous ecrivant. Je suis excede de fatigue. 
Des-que j'aurai quelques instants de tranquillite, j'aurai 
rhonneur de vous donner des details plus saUsfaisants et 
plus etendus. 

Je vous prie de presenter mes respects a Madame 
Dumuy. Dohnez-moi, je vous prie, quelques nouvelles. 
Vous ne pouvez pas vous faire une idee des fatigues que 
nous eprouvons : si nous revenons de cette expedition, 
nous meriterons bien 1^ Paradis ; a bord des batimens^ 
nous regrettions la France ; en Egypte, je crois que 
nous regretterons les vaisseaux ! Malgre toutes les con- 
trarietes que nous 6p.rouvons, le succes couronnera nos 
enterprises ; les cpntrarietes elles-memes sont pour nous 
un presage certain de la victoire. 

On me presse tant pour les dispositions de Tarmee, 
que je n'ai pas le tems de m'entretcnir plus longtems 
avec vous, Le nereu de Lanne, qui est ici, vous dit 
mille choses. 

Mar. Shechy. 
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I 

Alexandria^ (19 Messidor)*^ July jtb. 

Shechy, Captain Adjutant j £jff. Vc. to Citizen DouL- 
CET,t Rue St. Fiacre, at Paris. 

1 AVA^L myself of the only leisure moment I have 
had since the capture of this city to acquit myself of the 
engagement I entered into with you. 

Our voyage from Toulon to Malta had scarce any 
thing in it worth mentioning* You are already ac- 
quainted with every particular respecting the capture 
of that important island. We quitted it on the evening 
of the 1 8th of June, and a north-west wind, which con- 
stantly prevails in those latitudes during the present sea* 
son, carried us in twelve days. to Alexandria. 

• This and the foregoing letter appear to be post-dated by two 
or three days : the mistake arose probably from haste, and is, in- 
deed, scarce worth noticing. 

t We know nothing more of Shechy than what his letters tell 
us. His correspondent Doulcct de Pontecoulant was formerly 
ao officc;r in the Gardes-du-corps. He followed* the general ex- 
ample, deserted his benevolent master, and actively promoted the 
Revolution which brought.him to the scafFoM. ^ 

He repented, we suppose, when it was too late ; for we find 
him in the list of the proscribed of the 18th Fructidor : he was, 
however, so far pardoned, on account of his former services, as 
to be permitted to withdraw to Switzerland. He is now, we see, 
returned to France; on what terms we know not — probably he 
has repented of his repentance, and is ready to begin anew. In 
the Convention he was looked on as a Mod6re ! 



(6 , eoptiss o^ 

On the evening of the ist instanti after issuing the 
necessary orders for effecting an immediate landing, the 
Commander in Chi^f threw himself into a Maltese gal- 
^cy> to get nearer the shore ; and in Spite of ihc prudent* 

• Sbechy uses this word with a snecfi but without reason^ 
Tlie landing was evidently dangerous ; many of the troops were 
drowned in the attempt^ and, according to several of the letters^ 
the General himself was in the most imminent danger of bdng 
lost. But the fears of the English fleet prevailed over every 
oHier considerftfion '-^ 
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** such a sight 



«< He dreaded Worte than hell i"^ * 

andfy if he had, with a precipitation and want of forecast, which 
must for ever destroy his reputation as a General, fled from 
Malta, withotit waiting to supply that important post with a suf« 
flcient quantity of troops or sjtores, and without taking in water 
for his own squadron (notwithstanding the remonstrances of 
Brueys), from a dread of being overtaken by Nelson ; it cannot 
be supposed that any circumstances could easily occur powerful 
enough to detain hiih on board, w)Mn his escape now appeared to 
depend on the exertions of a few hours, and was, moreover, fa- 
voured by the night. 

We have yet a few words to say on this subject. 
. The Morning Chronicle, with a disregard of truth and decency^ 
hi^ly worthy of the cause ^hich it espouses, after insinuatiog 
that dus Correspondence is a forgery, (not having heard^ it should 
seen, that its friends abroad allow it to be genuine), observes^ 
with a rancorous smik— 

■ " ■ " ■■ toujaurs 
Le rii sur son tntage est en mauvaise hmeur^ 

'—that ** it is to be deposited in the British Museum— ^together 
With the body of Bonaparte, to enable the English, who did not 
dare to face him alive, to look at him dead*' 1 1 1 Where did this 
degraded and despicable paper learn, that the English feared to 
face Bonaparte alive? Was it in the ** Autbbii tic NAaEATiTt** 
of Captun Berry, which describes, in plain yet forcible langiriige^ 
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advice of the seamen, who insinuated that a debarkation 
was impracticable, on account of the violence of the 
windy and of the reefs which fill the Bay of Marabout, 
General Bonaparte persisted in his determination to land, 
and actually did land in this very bay. I was one of 
the Staff that accompanied him. Marabout is about three 
leagues from Alexandria. 

When we got on shore, we found the Generals Me- 
nou, Kleber, Bon, and Regnier ; the three former with 
their divisions, the latter with only a few of his men 
about him ; ^ he was therefore left to secure the landing* 
place, while the others marched in three columns for 
Alexandria. 

The Commander in Chief and his Staff, after sleep- 
ing for about two hours on the sand, got up, and plit 

the gallant Nelson, with an inferior fleet, pursuing this " dreaded 
hero," with an eagerness that could only be surpassed by that 
with which Bonaparte fled from him 1 

But the unnatural rage of the Morning Chronicle to sacrifice 
the honour of this country to France, is too notorious to be far- 
ther dwelt upon. Callous alike to shame and detection, it blun- 
ders on, through universal hatred and contempt, from one igno- 
rant and atrocious falsehood to anothefr. The reader of the former 
part of this work, (Introd. p. ii.) cannot have forgotten with what 
consummate baseness it misrepresented the tendency of the pub- 
lication, and, under the fulsome pretence of reprehending scandal, 
(which was no where to be found in it), gave a loose to its own 
darling licentiousness and impurity 1 

* Each of these divisions consisted of from five to seven thou- 
sand men ; the reader may therefore form a tolerable estimate of 
the forces that attacked Alexandria. Boyer (Part I. p. 13a.) 
reckons them at twenty -five thousand ; and this, if we include the 
\inattached volunteers of the army, who were pretty numerous, 
was, we doubt not, the amount. 

Part II. . C 
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themselves at the bead of the diTisionSi Klebe? '9 occu- 
pied the centre, and marched toward'« Pdmpey's Co- 
lumn ; Menou's was drawn op on ks Itft> and coasted 
along the sea ; Bon's on its right, and direated- its march 
to the gate of Rosetta« I and niy pattjr put ourselves at 
the head of Klcber's division. 

At daybreak we discovered a few horse^ who advanced 
upon us, and, seeing that we had no cavalry, discharged 
their carabines at ub within pistol-shot ; but some of our 
riflemen having rapidly gained the sand hiHs on our 
flank, soon forced them to retife. We continued our 
^ march till we got within two miles of the city. Here 
we found a mosque, with a cistern in jt. We drank 
with delight of 4he water, which the fatigues* of the 
march made us think the sweetest we had ever tasted ! 

Arrived at Pompey's Column, we made another short 
halt* Our riflemen, meanwhile, had advanced close to 
.the walls, and werQ skirmishing with the Alexandrines, 
who lined them in every part. The Commander in 
Chief sent me forward to reconnoitre their situation, 
strength, &c. I advanced alone, till 1 came within pis- 
tol-shot — but had scarce begun to examine the forts with 
my glass, ere I heard a sudden scream from the women 
and children, that appeared in great numb^s on the 
ramparts; at the same moment ^ brisk discharge of 
musquetry was made upon me. A vbiunte^r whb stood 
about thirty or forty paces behind me was shot in the 
left shoulder, and fell. 

* This " fatiguing march" was one of little more than a league. 

■ The remark is of no faither importance tlian as it serves towards. 

elucidating the history of this " terrestrial paradise," where to 

" travel but four foot by the square a-foot," as Falstaff says, " is 

to break one's Wind !'* 
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Having executed the business entrusted to me by the 
General, I if em back to collect some volunteers who 
were scattered about the plain ; ahd having by their as^ 
sistance removed the wounded maVi, t had him Conveyed 
to Pobnpcy's Column, where all the Staff Officers were 
assembled. 

The General ordered the charge tb be beatj and an 
attack to be made bpoh alji points. Our troops flew to 
the ramparts, and got over theiti in an instant,* in spite 

• As, Hcavfen knoWs ! they might well do ; .for we can assure 
^ur readers, from the testimony of persons well acquainted with 
those famous ** ramparts," that many a park >^all in this country 
presents a more formidable aspect. The only danger to be ap« 
prehended in this terrible escalade was, lest the assailants should 
pull down the old wall upon themselves— and this, we find, they 
actually did do ; for General Menou, and several others, were 
wounded by the fall of the stones which gaVe way beneath their 
grasp J 

If the catastrophe had been less tragical, we should have in- 
dulged a smile at the parade of military arrangements made by 
Bonaparte for getting possession of this defenceless place. '< It 
would have surrendered," says Boyer (Part I. p. 132.) " at the 
first summons;" and so it undoubtedly would — but then how 
scurvily would this have sounded ia the pages of the Morning 
Chronicle, and the Redacteur ! Hence the reconnoitering '* within 
pist<9l-shot," the beating of the g^n^rale, the scrambling over 
the walU &c. &c. Unparalleled afchievements, ahd, in the judg- 
ment of the aforesaid papers, worthy of everlasting renown I Be 
. it so : and yet, we trust, very few of our readers will be so dazzled 
by their splendour, as not to spe that the instantaneous capture 
of the city renders the subsequent massacre of its innocent inha- 
bitants altogether inexcusable. Something may be allowed to 
rage, when success is at length obtained after an obstinate and 
destructive re$ista(ice. But Mr. Wakefield himself must excuse 
us, if we do not feel inclined to make much allowance for a 
man, or more properly a monster, who, at one and the same 

C2 
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of 9 shower of bullets and stories, which kiBed^ and 
wounded a great number of them. The Genbral. hastily 
ascended a small eminence, which commanded: both the 
city and the port^ that he might make his observations 
on the attack. Kleber and Menoutwe^e wounded ; the 
one by a muskit-ball in the head, the other by a fall. 
Both are likely to recover. 

One of the forts*having been carried by assault, the 
General sent me after the prisoners, ify hopes of prpcur- 
ing some intelligence from them ; he then dispatched me 
back to order the gene rale to he beat, and the troops wh«^ 
were in the city, and engaged with the. Inhabitants, to 
evacuate it immediately, and arrange themselves in or- 
der of battle under the eminence on which he then 
•stood. 

Having re-entered the city, and observed the despe- 
rate conduct of the Alexandrines, who continued to as- 
sail our troops with stones and musquetry from the roofs^ 
and windows of their houses, I found myself reduced to 
the necessity of lining the streets which I passed with 
small bddies of men, to prevent those hostile measures. 
In spite of all my precautions, however, several of my 
people were woulided by the stones. 

I came up to a small fort, which was garrisoned, by 
about thirty Turks ; they discharged several muskets at 
me ; but seeing that my numbers were continually in- 
creasing, they made signs of capitulating, by grounding 
their arms, and uttering the most dreadful cries. 

As the General had ordered me not to attack any of 
the forts, but merely to block up such as lay in my way, 

iiKJment, invests and carries an open place (for such in fact it 
is), and then deliberately murders men, women, and children, 
in their very mosques i 
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by the troops of the different divisions, I judged it pro- 
per to accept of this capitulation ; but at the very instant 
that r ordered the troops to cease firing on the fort, a 
musket*ball from an adjoining house killed*a grenadier- 
close t6 my side. He fell across my knees, without ut- 
tering a single word, and had nearly thrown me dotvn 
by his fall. As I could not precisely point out the house 
frotn whence the shot was fired, and had befofe me a fort, 
of wfcich I was scarcely yet the master, I was obliged 
to continue my route without taking vengeance* for 
the death of the brave grenadier. Soon after I found 
myself before the principal fort of the city ; it was aL* 
ready blockaded by MenOu's division ; and in a few mi- 
nutes after, the Captain of a Turkish ship of war, dis- 
patched by the Commander in Chief, put it into our 
hands, ^s Well as all the others which yet remained to be 
taken. 

We had a vast number of nien killed and wounded in 
our attack upon the city, and during our march, by the' 
Bedouins, whom we fell in with spon after our landing ;: 
they hung on our rear, and killed and took a great num- 
ber of stragglers. These Arabs resemble the ancient 
Scythians : the world is their country, they live on ra- 
pine, t &c. *" * ♦ * • 
• « # « • # 



* This was a great pity — but be of good heart, citizen ; Bona- 
parte will enter the towr\ as soon as it is completely in the power 
of his troops, and then you, and they, and all, will have full leisure 
to take ** VENGEANCE," not' only on the man who killed the 
grenadier that would have killed him, but on his wife and child, 
who are calling on heaven, and earth for mercy f 

t Here follows a short account of the Arabs, which, as it is 
merely a repetition of what is said respecting therri in the former 
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The^e Ar^bs CLtfi dxvid^ jpto different tribes,, which, 
af e frequently fyt yir^^ ;with each Other. The)r arC; yery 
formi[dabl<^,, 9j9ver,^oci^te,with the rest of the :vvtorldy 
npr can ever he persmaded tQ adopt their gii^bis, or 
tb^ ip^W^r of UKlng< Thhs pe«h#f 3, i^ the true fecr^. 

./Th^.PrQplamatiqn of Ge^iec»i'Bww$^*e, M ^W^ 
y,ov will, ufldpubtedly,.«ee 4 cppy)^ teving b^iv. com*^ 
nxijnic^ted tp tHem, they instafiUy dfiiwi^ded pqnfti^<5i^ 
tOk,\)ecprpe oyr fd^ids/ $ad;ev^9; tO: fTj^l^e ^war in cqn^ 
j^milot\ yfix\\u^ against the Mamelo\|c», thp opprei^sor^ 
oj^ the, poym-ry Ii They, brought the G^i^einaJi about tbi^y 
of our p/eopl^ wbopi they bad made prissp^ers. P^fore 
they Ijeard cf the Proclarp action, they had treat€4 $hc$e 
unliprtunate men Jn.the harshest maoan^r ; their w<)^p^{i 
especially; made. them suffer; the tnost cruel tora^e&ts} 
and even the children at the breast amused themselves 
^|th tearing their hajir, and spiatching th/eir f*^ ^th 
thejr nails ; ^\\ which they w^ rp otji^ed to endlire with 
j^atiiencci fpr fe^r of worse tr^cftfxient from the men. A$ 
soon, however^ as the Proclamation was made known to 
them^ the French were treated with kindness. 

. I b^ve snatched a few instants from myduty, tp give 
you these details. We are so busy that we have not 
time to lie down, or to take a naorsel of wretched food, 

letter, we have omitted. Poor Shechy is a miserable historic; 
instead of comparing these people to the ancient Scythians, of 
whom he knows nothing, and who had very little in common 
with the Arabs, he should have looked out for a rcsemblanc« 
nearer home. If the sentence had i^un thus — " These Arabs re- 
semble the modeva French : the world is their country, they live 
on rapine, &c." few, we brieve, would have thought of disput- 
ing its^accuracy. s 
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It is impossible ffor ;ou to conceive the misery of our 

present situation ; which^ yet, is infinitely piiefentble to 
that whichi we are about to experience in tl|e course of 
three or^fburdays, in the luidst-of tke^ Desert; We 
shall. maruh. thd 6ch or 7th. ( 

I am indebted to the activity and good sense- of thy 
servant, for a camel, which I am already preparing to 
load with 4^0 goat-skin bags; one for water, and the 
other for vinegar ; happy if I find it sufficient for the 
joumeyr! rThts camel. wilLalsa^cacry x part of my bag- 
gage, and'that 6f tny coi^ades, and five days provisions^ 
consisting merely of hard biscuit, which we have been 
obliged to procure from the ships- 

Desaix's division is already on its march ; Regnier's 
is to follow it ; Kleber*s will proceed on the morning, 
and Menou's on the evening of the 6th. We shall 
speedily see the unravelling of all these projects ; at 
present, Cairo is the mark to which we tend. The 
Mameloucs onqe beaten, I know not jf we shall carry 
our views farther. 

I am asleep with the pen in my hand. I am abso- 
lutely worn out with fatigue. As soon as I can find a 
few moments of tranquillity, I will take the liberty of 
sending you a more circumstantial and a more satisfac- 
tory account of what we have seen and done. 

Have the goodness to present my respects to Madame 
Dumuy, and pray let me hear from you. You cannot 
form an idea of the fatigues we have undergone. If we 
ever return from this expedition, we shall richly deserve 
Paradise. On board the fleet, we regretted France ; in 
Egypt, I fear, we shall have to regret the fleet! In 
spite, however, of all the obstacles which we ex- 
perience, success will crown our enterprize — nay. 
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obstacles themselves are>^with us, infallible indications 
of victory !♦ .,....: 

I am so pressed for the regulations, &c. of 'the army^ 
that I cannot add another word. Tfae> nephew of 
Lahnes, who is at my side, desires to be remembered 
to you. 



f » 



! f! 
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Mak^ Shechy. 



* Excellent. To augur success from the very drcdmstinces 
ivhlch oppose it, is, we believe, peculiar to the French* 
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C<RIAMT ^la fanin, la soif, et lachalenr/' nous4spmoie9: 
arrives, apres avdir battu lesiMamelouks, aii Opand 
Caire. J'ai entendu, mon cher papa, de tres-pres lei 
boulets et les balles, dims elles ne m'ont heureusement 
pas touche. J'ai rcgrett6 bien ' saovcnt do n'etrc pas 
venu a Paris, et je me «uis <:ru qiflatre^ou cihq fois dans 
rhnpossibilit^ d'yretourfier jamafs^ EnfianoiiS'Sommes. 
ici un peu plos tranquilles,. etnotre position est unipeu 
amelioree* •.,.:' " , 

II vous seroit difficile de voils figurer, mon cher papa^ 
le pays, les habitans, les moeursyque nous avons trouv^s 
itd. Je sQis persuad6 que la relation, a laquelle je tra- 
vaille dans ce moment, vous interessera et vousdivertira* 
* II paroit qury d'apres ce que Ton m'a dit, I'armsc ner* 
festera pas toute ici. . ^ Unepaitie doit descendre dans.la! 
Basse Egypte jusqn'a Dainiette, une aiitre ira a Tlsthme 
de Suez, et une troisieme division suivra le couis du Nil, 
en le remontant jusqu'a Thebes. Telle ett la.distribu>*^ 
tion que Ton fait dans ce moment de nos forces.. Je- ne 
vous la garantis pas, et il me paroit qu'il y auroit quelque 
inconvenient a suivre une telle marcbe. 

Les Mamelouks, quoique battus, peuvent se reunir. 
Leur maniere de faire la guerre authorise a croire que 
le pays sur lequcl nous sommes deja passes,, et dont 
lious les avons chasse, ne doit pas etre regarde con^me 
oris, puisque rien ne les empeche de revenir sur le^rs 
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pas. Dans un pays.ou Tennemi n'attache aucune im- 
portance a conserver une position, il est difficile de le 
decider a'abandonner le tfrrein* Ce qui assuroit nos 
conquetes en Italic, c*est que TAutrichien ne vouloit 
pas passer outre da nioment quHl savoit devoir rencon- 
trer^*%iir^96n'pass6;ge' ttfte -forteiresse occupee par les 
Fran9ois. X^es Mamelouks nous attaquent a cinquante 
jtts,-: ivapssnt et reriastient ie, lemlemiim. noln^ ttli^qurr; 
pbrasqii> dan^ la mome positiaQ dorit oou^ Iq^ avi<Hv» 

cfaasses;: ;,.•.■, : ,.,!....;., 

lis. sfoceapint daw ca nK^meiBt, i c^ ^U'jl f^ioifr ^ 
retqiLr.desTfon:os:consider4bles.; mai^ i^ieii n^ipeiM nous, 
iotimidisr. Ao teste -, iSt faut rehdre justice i4fUt[ pieii de 
meritO'jet de. talents Si j'evfese eomimnict^ \mt» troupes, 
qui |l*aiileurs soot i^es4>£a%es^ les J^ranf %b' lie aeroient 
pas arrives si tranquillement au Caire. Aucune tactiqne 
ni au^ua element -de Tait de U g^rte eke les comtuit. 
Ce cxMittdesihQmniesbi^cios^ef ii^henraii'^ bbo^rmfs,- ' 
qiii! viqiisidtulr se fai^ CDua^ctcf • He phis; gf aad eloge 
qudi^oni'puffsvo faire de nmre exp6diticui^ e^iCst de <£re,r 
que 'J«s!iriiio^ais.cmtr.in!asche pendant' pfe$ de qqitoe 
jou2Si5an& presque botre jai^qiangibr. . i jje> crois' q^e nous 
semmei'dle.cas di^k^iesqui faisoie^ conpBer k9)reiixaux\ 
I^adooAes lieRonae;; iKJusifaisons XRemerdes qnifades 
plueieuiiirxant^ / J . : ,*,..;. 

.' Adieuy mmi cber p^pa, je voos embrasse et V(^ prie 
iic'yi3Kk\(^rW\t<i (i[itie 4' tbu& npe^ fferes ct soeura que.btim. 
souvent dans les d^fie«t&:de TAirique xnon LEoaginfttion. 
s*est tourne^ ^ers ^ux, et que j'ai bjien souvent jure ^e 
d jamais je me tiiouvak au milieu d'isux^ je nc ksqult-t. 
tevais jamais. , -^ -. . ! 

Ni lesi^o]rages4ii lee-QXf^ciitlons ne rendent heureux( 
Adieu. 
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•' Grand' Cairo [Zrhtrmldor)y July %ttK 






LiRYlNG* " hunger! thirst! and heat!" We are 
arrived, after beatihg the. !Mameloucs, at Grand Cairo,* 
I have keard, my dear father, the bullets and b^lls 
whizzing very neai* me^^happity none of them touched 
me. Oh, how often I regretted that I did not go 
to Paris before I sailed ! more than once or. twice I 
thought it quite impQs^ible that I's^hould ever go there 
again. At present we are a little jnore traoquil, and 
our situation appears to be somewhat improved. 

It would be difficvilt fox you, my .clear father, to form* 
in Idea of the country, the people^ or the customs, which 
we have found here. I arp confident that tl^e account 

♦ The cov€r of this letter^ wbich is without any signature, is. 
mislaid. The writer of it js 1i worthy disciple of the new school l 
ignorant, impious, and Impure. Thetoost shameless inmatd^ of 
a brothel, hardenedbymiKual- consciousness W guilt j would not^ 
dare to trust each other with the rank coafessioai which' this m\^ 
serabl^ profligate poi^ps, wUltput scr^ipl^, iqtp'tbe ears of his 
wretched father. 

It is unnecessa.ry to add, that every thing of this pature i^ 
carefully suppressed, through th^ whole of the Correspondence, 
With this security, even the present letter may be read to advan- 
tage ; \% contains some strictures on the Mameloucs, which do 
civdittd the writdr^ sagcttjty, attdi appear io have escaped the 
AoticQ Qf hts ^upflrioi-^* . ' ' 
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of them, which I am at present preparing, will both 
interest and amuse you. 

It appears, from what I can qollect, that the whole 
army is not destinedto remain here. One part of it 
will fall down into Lower Egypt, as far as Damietta ; 
another will proceed to the Isthmus of Suez, and a third 
wiU^ascend the Nile -fts high asThches. Such is the 
distribution which common report makes of the army 
at this ipstant^-I will not ansiye? for its being correct ; 
and, indeed, it strikes me, that such a division of our 
forces would be rither injudicious... .. . ^ 

The Mameloucs, though beaten, may re-assemble. 
Their man ne^r of making war authorizes the idea, that, 
the country which we have traversed, .and from which 
we have just driven them, ought not to be lookedupon 
as coi;iquered ; since there is nothing to preyent their 
re-occupylng it. . In a country where the enemy at- 
taches no kind of importance to the maintaining of a 
particular position^ it is very difficult to determine him 
to quit the ground altogether. What secured our con- 
quests in Italy, was the absolute refusal of the Austrians 
to advance, the moment they discovered their route lay 
I'liear a fortress garjisoped by the French. The Mame- 
loucs.att.ack us at. (he distanc^^of fifty paces,, flee, and 
return the next day to attack us, in the very position 
from which we had driven them: / 

It appears that they are at present engaged in crflect- 
ing a very considerable force — but we feel no alarm at 
it. For the rest ; we ought to do jusrtce to the little 
merit they boast: if J had been at the head of their 
troops, which are, after all, most gallant ones, the 
French would not have arrived quite so easily at Cairo. 
J«Io trait of tactics, no appearance of the slightest know* 
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ledge of the art of war, is found in any of their move- 
ments. They are men perfectly well mounted, and well 
armed, who come to be massacred ! Thus you see, that the 
greatest eulogium we have yet merited in this expedition, 
is for having marched near fifteen days, as it were, with- 
out eating or drinking. I fancy we are near a-kin to 
those devils who made the Madonnas of Rome roll their 
eyes.* We work miracles still more astonishing here* 

i 

• The writer alludes to the commotions excited against his 
countrymen by the miraculous indications here attributed to the 
Madonna, and on every great occasion expected from her images 
by the Roman populace. We say nothing of the opinion itself— 
but the French use of it may yet be pointed oat. * It is made the 
vehicle of every kind of vulgar abuse against religion itself, and 
its divine economy. The profane and senseless allusion to M^^s, 
in another letter, and the assumption to themselves, in number- 
less passages, of miracles, " as good as the world ever saw"— all 
these are marks of the same spirit which has already met our so- 
lemn reprehension ; — a spirit which laughs at the power of Hea- 
ven, and mocks all virtue upon earth ; which commits << all ini* 
quity with greediness," and selects a parent's bosom as the de- 
positary of its obscenities ! 

This imaginary interposition of Providence took place in tlii 
winter of 1797-8. Those who are in the habit of reading the 
Jacobin papers, cannot have forgot the dull profanity with 
which they abounded on the occasion.- ' TheM. C, always fore- 
most in impiety, and yet vain of its recent triumph over thfe 
Saviour of the world, rioted in daily sarcasms on " priestcraft', 
" and superstition, and such-like old lumber-stuiFof Christiani- 
*• ty." Bacchus was again placed " at the right-hand of the 
** Father/' and there appeared to be no end of the degradation 
and insult meditated against the persecuted Jesus, when the 
•news happily arrived that the French had dethroned and driven 
the Pope from his home— -and the interests of blasphemy were for 
awfiile forgotten in the savage howl of exultation .over the mis- 
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Adieti> iny dear father : I embrace yoti> and beg yon 
Vfill have the goodness to tell alt my brothers and sisters 
that many a time^ in the Deserts of Africa/ my thoughts 
havie been directed to wards'" them, and that many a time 

fortunes of an helpless old man ; or, in the words of the Morn- 
ing Chronicle, of " an infirm' and bcd-rid4en dotard !" 

Th<i following account of the transaction jdluded tO| is from a 
resident on the spot. It is as simple as it is correct, and may serve 
to shew those who liave no religion, that they should not judge 
from their own feelings, of the sincerityof those (whether priests 
pr laity), who have a gre^t deal. — 

<' The images of the Madonna had moved their eyes in diffe- 
** rent parts of the ^own, which, by favourable es^position, was 
<( supposed to be a manifestation of her peculiar favour to the 
** Roman people. This miracle, however futile or false it may 
*' seem to men of reflection, had so powerful an influence over 
*^ the minds of tlie multitude, as to produce an enthusiasm little 
** short of madness. 

. " I know it is common to impute every effect of religious su- 
•* perstition to the knavery of a designing priesthood. Hence, 
** this popular credulity may be supposed to have originated in 
** artifice ; but, I believe, if the whole affair were to'be truly in- 
** vestigated, it would be found to have had its origin in the belief 
<( of a poor old man, who was paying his devotion to a Madonna 
*• at the Fontana di Trevi — and, as in the elements of the Catholie 
** failh^ the best informed are taught to believe (and do belie ve^} 
** those things they cannot comprehend, so it ought not to be 
•* wondered at, that those who know less and believe more, 
<< should have felt themselves interested in a sign, that, to them, 
** portended the salvation of their religion and their country." 
—(It should be observed here, that this was subsequent to the 
death of the infamous Duphot, when the French were in full 
march for Rome, breathing nothing but rage and revenge).—? 
** Of this opinion I am the more strongly persuaded, as no steps 
<< wer^ ever taken to apply or direct this religious phtenay to 
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I have sworn, if ever I was fortunate enough to find 
myself in their company again, I would never, never, 
quit them more. 

Neither voyages nor wars make me happy ! Adieu. 



\ 



\ 



*< the advantage of those who might otherwise have been sus- 
" pected to have been the authors of it." 

To return to the letter. — ^We doubt much whether the French 
will work any miracles in Egypt; — one, we believe, will be 
wrought on them, and, in the words of the author, an astonish- 
ing one. The hand of the Lord is^ stretched out, the hand of 
him who <^ alone worketh great marvels," and we may addfesi 
the nations of the earth in the sublime and awakening language ifk 
which MosES, on the same spot, once addressed the Israelites.— 

" FEAk YE NOt, STAND STILL, AND SEE THE SALVATION O^ 
THE Lomi, WHICH HE WILL SHEW YOU TO-DAT. For'THE 
ENEMY, WHOM YE HAVE SEEN TO-DAY, VB SHALL SEE THEM 
A.OAIN NO MQ&E FQR EVER." ExoduS, ch. Xiv. VCr. I^. 
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No. IV. 



Egypte. No. 6, 



Grand Cairey le 8 Thermidor, an 6. 



l^*ESt aprcs une marche tres-fatiguante, sans pain 
pour manger, ni eaii pour boire, que rarm^e est arrivee 
ici, apres plusieurs combats dans Icsquels elle est toujours 
rcslee yictorieuse* J*ai regrette bien souvent, mon cher 
Mioty que ton amitie pour moi se soit portee a me met- 
tre de cette expedition. J'ai vu assassiner plusieurs 
de mes camarades, et mon existehce au milieu de tant 
d'evenemens extraordinaires est une enigme pour moi. 
Le bon Sucy lui-meme n'a pas echappe au malheur qui 
nous poursuivoity il a ete blesse au bras par les Arabes, 
et il paroit qu'il en restera estropie. Notre avancement 
dans les terres a ete signale par la perte d'un General 
Franfais et de quarante employes. A quinze pas d'une 
colonne un soldat qui restoit en arriere etoit perdu. 

Savary a trompe sur TEgyptc. Ce n'est pas ce beau 
pays qu'il vante tant, ni cette rosee balsamique que Ton 
respire le matin. C'est le pays de la misere. Les 
habitans sont des sauvages qui ont de toutes les manieres 
encouru la disgrace de la nature. lis n'ont absolument 
rien pour eux, et Ton doit se croire toujours au milieu 
d'une bande d'assassins, lorsque Ton se trouve dans 
quelquc village de la £asse Egyptc. 
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L'armSe vint de la premiere j6urnee k Demanhourf 
et de-la a Rachminie. Le General pr6f<era faire un de- 
tour et arrivar plus vite sur les bords du NiL J'ai offert, 
dans ma traversee d*Alexandrie a Demanhour, un louis 
d'un vcrre d'eau. J'avois bu la mienne et l-avois distri- 
buee eiitre»mcs amis. 

D^ns la relation de notre expedition, je m*6tendrai 
sur les matheurs que nous avons eprouves, lis sont in* 
nombrables etvc'est avec le degout dans I'ame x]ue toute 
Tarmee est arrivee ici^ ^Ue avoit place tcUte son espe- 
rance dans cette ville*; combien elle a ete trompee V et 
malgre qu'on nous ait assure que nous serious tres-bien 
au Grand Caire ; Tunique desir des Generaux et meme 
des soldats est de s'en retourner. 

£nfui> mon'cheramiy c'est on miracle des plus mi- 
raculeux que je he s6is pas moft, ni malade. II n'en 
est pas de meme de notre pauvre Milord ; je ne crois 
pas qu'il supporte longtems le sejour de ce pays. II n'y 
a ni foin ni avoine, et les chevaux doivent se nourrir de 
feves et d'un peii de paille. S'il peiit se rappeller son 
sejour i Turin, il doit etre bien a plaindre. 

Je n'ai cependimt pas oublie, au milieu de tous mes 
maux, que j'ai t^otirs ^upportes avec coui^ge, le bien 
que je pouvois retirer de mbn sejour ici,* et ines obser- 
vations 6ta porte generalement sur toiit. J'etiidie main- 
tenant la langue, mais je suis sans grammaire, et la ne* 
cessite seule sera mon maltre. . 

J'ai vu de Gise ou'etoit situe le quartier general, le 
jour de la fameuse affaire de Boulac, les belles Plramides. 
Si nous voulonsles voir de pres, il faudra nous reunir 
trois^ou ^quatre cents. II est impossible de sortir de la 
irille, et Boza dtrnierement fut poursuivi par quince 
Part II. P 
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Arab^ pout avoir commit rimprudence de s'6carter i 
un^ portec de fusil. 

Tu seti^ le ditn^r d'hdrboriseri tft tu connds q^ ^on 
hcrbier doit etrc un peu neglige. Tu me dira9:'dans ki 
route tu pouvois au moins ratrlasser les plantes que tu 
rencontrois. Jc te dirai franchemcnt qu'il in'est vcnu 
rairement dansla tete, avec les inquietudes que nous avions 
et les maux que nous eprouvions, que je pusse rencontrer 
une plante qui attirat assez mes regards pour me la faire 
remarquer,. Les botanistes sent mal places a la guerre. 
Tous ce que je puis, mon cher ami, c'est de te promet* 
tre que du moment que Ton pourra sortir de la ville sans 
crainte d'etre assassine, je m'occupef^i sur'le champ de 
t'organizer un petit herbier, 

Je ne te parlerai pas tians ce ixiom^nt du pay$$ tii (jies 
moeuils des habitans. Quoi qu'ils'te soient dejaconnus^ 
je me resume, lorsque j'en aurai davahtage le terns, de te 
doniler quelques details qui peut-etrc t'interesseront. 

Tu te rappelles ssgis doute combien TaspeCt ou m$me 
Viaee d*un criminel mor^ ou que Ton alloit tuer, me fai- 
soit impression. La guerre chasse i^cilement CQtte foi- 
blesse. J'ai vu des mort$> des blesses, des tetes, des bras 
epats, et mon coeur ne m'a plus manque. Jeconnois 
done maintenant la possibilite de s'babituei: au carnage. 
J'ai raafche au milieu de trois mille Mamelouks tues ; 
Miloid trembloit sous mes jambes, mes yeux s'arretoient 
sur c^s victimes de Tambition et-de la vanite, ct je dis, 
" nous traversons des mers, nous bravons une flotte 
Ah^aise, nous debarquons dans un pays qui pe pensoit 
pas a nous', nous piilons les villages, ruinons les habi- 
tans, et violons'leurs femmes, tious risquons de mourir 
dp filim et de soif, nous sothmes sur le point d'etre tous 
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fissa^sines, ef toyt cela, pourquoi ? ^qus r^oorons^^Hr 



core.*' 



Itt dego^it d;i|i^ Tariftpc csftvgSn/SfgU Toutes ks ad- 
ministrations sont desorganisees* 1,1 ejciste entre nous* 
to^& ui^ .egoisme et i^ne luimeiirquj fs^it que nous ne 
pouvpps^p^ yivrjB cfi^emble. Jc m'qccwpe quant a moi, 
ct ^e, cp^epnuye pa$. Je sj^is tpujpurs avc.^ Ic meme 
4:ammi;?saife des gucrres^ mais t^i.me permettra3 dc t'ob- 
server que je n'ai nuUe envie d'attepdjre I'age de vingt- 
cinq ans pour etre commissaire dcs guerres. Ne m'oii- 
blies done pas, et pease qi^e le pliiis vite que tu pourras 
IM ^aite revenir auprosde toi ce sera le mieux. 
. JLe cimere que je parcburs dans ce moment est en- 
tierement avilie, et nous. en soznmes ^ous.les jours aux 
f rises a^clestiGeniiaux. Le Gen6ral en Ciief est le 
«eul qui noi» ecoutCy mais il ne pjsut pas faite autre- 
ment que de donner jcaison au xnilitaire. II le.menage et 
il craint que Tarmee, qui murmure deja quelque peu, ne 
vienne a prendre un caractere plus serieux. Enfin^ penses 
que Sucy est tombe beaucoup, que depuis Alexandrie 
il n'a pas fait le service par la raisoh qu'il a eu rimpru- 
dence de s'embarquer syrla flotille pour assurer, disoit- / 
il| la siibsistance de Tarmee^ et qu'il s'est trouve, comme 
y devoit I(e prevpir^-d^s Tia^possibilite de rejoindre Tar- 
mee. Enfin remarques encore que le cUmat fait que 
Dous spmni^s devenus, xnalgre nops^ ^loi^s^.e^t.que nous 
avQ)|»S|b.e;aucoupide peine ^ ^ousd^ltermi^ef d^^px^tt^e un 
pied devant I'autre. 

Je laisse a ta sagesse et a ta prudence i r^flechir li- 
dessuss ^ je suis bien persuade que ton amitie pour moi 
fera tout ce qu'elk jugera le plus convenable. J'atten- 
drai ayec {mpatienge une reponse a cette lettre, 

La blessure de Sucy Tempeche d'ecrire, et il paroit 
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t{u'n ne pourra conscrver que les deox premicf s doigts de 
sa main. « II supporte sa blessure avec patience, mais il 
-ne volt pas aussi tranquillen^ent Tespace immense qui 
noi/s separe de notre pays. 

Je m 'occupe tr^s-serieusement de la relation de notre 
expedition, et j'ai deja ramasse plusieurs materiaux, que 
je vais m'occuper de mettre en.ordre. Adieu, je tWme 
toujours, adieu, mon cher Miot^ quand pourrai^je te ^mt 
dan^mesbr^? ecris-moi toujours. - ^ 

p. S. Le 15 Tbermidcn 

Je p^r$ i^i^s I'instant avec le General Le Clerc, pour 
line expedition secrete* Je laisse done encore le Giiand 
Cairc, mais j'espere y revenir. 

Sucy va un peu mieux. II deare fevenir, mais ^ 
paroit.qu'il ne yeut pas m^ ramener avec liii. Ecps-ioi 
cn consequence. Je t'embrasse eiscoie. 



■0B 



TRANSLATION.* 



Grand Cair9 (8/A Thtrmtdor), July 26. 

It is after a most fatiguing march, without bread to 
eat, or water to drink, that the a^y is arrived here, 

* At length we have a letter from one of the jnmimerable 
Savans, whom Bpsaparte dragged in his train on this far-famad 
expedition. What he writes merits, and we hope will receivf^^ 
the deepest attention ; it confirms, almost beyond the possibility 
of a doubt, what was suggested in the Introduction to the First 
Part, that the army was meant to be sacrificed ; and leaves us no 
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ahd after msiiy actions^ in which it has constantly been 
victorious. I have regretted a thousand times, my deaif 
Mtoty diat your friendship for me ever prompted you 
to engage me in this expeditbn. I have seen numbers 
of' my associates assassinated^ and my own existence, 
amidst sd many extraordinary events, ira riddle which I 
cannot yet com]irehend» TKe worthy Sucy himself has 
nor escaped the- ill fortuhe by which we are all pursued ;* 
he has been wounded In the arm by the Arabs, and will 
probably losei thfe use of it entirely. Our maixrh into the 
country was sighalized by the. kiss of a French general, 
and of forty subordinate: officers.* A soldier who had 
only loitered fifteen paces behincl one of the columns 
Was shot ! ' 

other regret than that (since It was to be done). it was not done 
at hpme by noyades, mitraiilades, or by any other of those sweep- 
ingpethods of" destruction which the Directory know so well to 
employ, and which have, at various times, choked the Seine with 
the carcasses, and. swelled the Loire and the Rhone with the blood 
of all that was innqoent and virtaqus ; of an incorrupt peasantry, 
of children, women, and priests. 

Had this been done ; had the importunate claimants of Tou- 
lon and Geaoa, and the daring revoiters against the authority of 
Masseoa at Rome, been thus quietly disppsed of in the ''good 
old way,", it. would have saved us many a pang which we liave 
felt in perusing these Letters ; from seeing that the vengeance of 
the Directory could not. fall upon the refra9^o^y array without 
inrolvingdn their destruction an unoffending, and, in their own 
opinioii> perhaps^ a happy peppl^^ whose hard &te is depicted in 
the course of this well, written letter, in language that mUst 
wring, every feeling heart. We conclude with again recommend- 
ing it to the reader's most serious attention. 

* Employes^ in the original. It may also mean persons in offi- 
cial situations about the army, such as commissaries^ agentty 
clerks, &c. kc. 
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. Sdvary has deceived lis all witlr respect to ^gfpt. U 
is not that charming couiltry of which he boasts so 
much; nor that balsamic dew that is- drawn' in. wUi 
the morning ain It is the country of misery ! its' in-^ 
habitants are savaged, who haVe^ in every respect|. in« 
curr^cf the disgrace o£ nature. They have abcokitdy 
nothing oh their side ; and you may always conclude, 
that you are m the midst of a band of> assassins,, when 
you'find yourself in ariy village of Lower EgyptL* 

The army marched to Demanhour the' first dky, and 
from thence to Rahmanid. The general preferred torfc- 
bg a detour,t thit hb mtght arrire thni^ sooner Srt the 

• Oh, if the Egyptfeuis wrote letters ! But we wonder whethclr 
Our Savant ever thought of asking himself what the French 
wskE in the midst of these same villages of Lower Egypt } most 
|>robably he nevf^dfd. If an^ curious person, however, slrould 
be tempted to put fhe question, we #ni endeavour to satisfy him. 
They wehb " a bartd of assassin^** i^fhiitely more savige thfctt 
those they found there, led on by k hypocritical Cartotichei 
who snuflfed the scent of carnage like a vulturt ; andy amidst 
the most whining ]profc.<slons of universal bene^hnce, ^acri-*^ 
ficed the companions of his victor?es and his crini^s to tlhC 
fears of the Directory, ana consigned them to inevitable aes^fnic- 
tion, with the same iftdiflt'fence that he did the fcmoftf *^nd 
pcdceabld possessors of a few mud htits, and it waste of ^htf-t ' 

t To makie a detour by i^y 6f getting the tjttkker to d given 
point, would be adntirable in the monVh of atk Irishxmm ; ih'deed 
it is very itieR aiiy-Where; 

Setting asMe rfie -water's igndhitce of the topography of tho 
cbuntry, tb* simj^ truth is, fliat Bofnaj&arte (who, lilfe'^tfte old 
Hermit Of Pi^e, 'ti ^poscd b]^ thesif pteople to ha^ aonw. ex- 
traordinary ^6^sdn fdt cVcfiy tiling he does) had no ** prefeWrice" 
in the matter. He nterely took the trortifton road j a cameU 
driver would havfc done the sanie. In fact there W|te no cAier j 
unl^s he had gpSie rouftd by Rosettii; which, at that tftile, vra? 
hardly prs(tticable. 
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baulks of the Nile. I offered^ on the march from Alex- 
andiiia to.Demanhoa^tr^ a louiis d*ot for a glass of water : 
haviiig xhrank and distsibuted ail my own amongst my 
(riendB. 

la the i^elation of our expedition, I ^hall enlarge 
UpoiY^ the museries we endured ; they are imiumerable x 
and it is with bitter disgust of soul, that the whole aarmy 
is arrived at Cairo. j[t had- placed all its hopes in this 
city ; haw wsack have they befcn deceived ! And not^ 
withstanding wt were told that vre should all: be ^atis* 
fied here, ti^e only desire tofthie generals ai^d of' the sol- 
diers themselves, is to get back to France. 

As fM' myself, my dear friend, it is by the roost mi- 
tacoious 'Of^ali tDiracles that I am neither dead nmr sick. 
Poor MUord * is not quite so fortunate, I im afraid he 
will not be abk to siipport this country long ; hei% is 
neither hay norWs, a^d horses must therefore be con- 
tent with beans, and a littW chopped straw. If he has 
any recolltctkfft of his manner of life at Turin, he is- 
mightily to be pitied. 

However, ih the mid^t of all my sufierings, which I 
have hitherto supported with courage, I have not over- 
looked the advantages to be derived from my temporary 
residence here, and' my observations have been directed 
generally to every object that has presented itself. I am 
now engaged in studying the language ; hut I have no 
grammar, and, indeed, am likely to have no mslster but 
necessity. 

* His hirse, which, from the name, we suppose to be an Eng- 
lish one. The joke of c^IKng him MUord is not a very refined 
one, it must be confessed j but Savaasliave now and then odd 
ideas of humour. The animal, however, appears t9 have fallen 
into the hands of a kind master. 
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t'have ^een from Gizeh, the place of head-quaijlefi 
on the day of the famous battle of Boulacy the^ beautiful ^ 
Pyramids^ If we wish to have a nearer view of thera^ 
we shall be obliged to go in a body of three or four huii- 
dred ! It is impossible to stir from the city ; and Boza 
was lately pursued by a number of. Arabs, rfor havinf 
imprudently ventured about a musket-shot beyond it* 

You see how the dangek: of herborizing, and will 
eoosei)uently surmise that your berbai is rather p^gr 
lected. i" Yes," Jay you, **.but iii.youc marches you 
may certBintly.coll6Ct'<such plants a^ fall in your way^" 
Shall I speak. frneikly^. It hay scarce ever entered nay 
head, what with the troubles. we have had, ;uid the 
hardships we have* unclei^one, that I should .ever i3»ee« 
with' a: plant sufficiently curious to, attract my uptime* 
Botanists aire wo^fiully misplaced in an ^rmy ! Ail that 
I ca,n do, my d^r friend^ is to promise you, that the 
moment I can walk put of the city withoi|t^;feair rpf bp« 
ing .as$assinated> I will seriously set ab^HH pcep^ipg » 
little herbal for you. 

I shall say Jiftfaing at present eiiiher of: the.ix>umry^ 
or of the manners of thcj inhabit^^tis. Although they- 
are in some, degreq known to you, yet I. shall V/enSure> 
when_I have a little leiiur^> to send you a few details 
on those subjects,, which m^y ttot perhaps be altogether 
uninteresting^ . 

You cannot have forgot ho\x myjch the sight, my even 
the idea of a criminal executed, or about to be executed,^ 
used to affect me. War is a sovereign remedy for this 

^ ■ • . J r. » . ^ » * 

, < . ■ 7 . . . , w» 

♦ This is a strange epithet for itfae Pyramids; but the French 
have learned fropa Savary to talk of the stupendous monuoienta 
of ancient* Egypt wiUiA^sillyaflfeGUtion of fondness^ that is<reaHy 
disgusting. ,..>-,: 
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-Wteaktiesis. * I have sefen the dead and ^he dying, spat^cN 
ed he^ff'and Itmbsi' and nit y- heart failed me no longer ; 
here is a strfficiient proofs then, of fHf: possil^iUty of ac- 
customing one's-self to carnagewf.' I;itK^ through the 
mMsrof threes thousand slanghteiied M^ni^lQU^ > Mih>rd 
tiembted under iite^ while I.fiised my. eyed 00 -those tppor 
victims o£ a^bitioh' and vanity, tmd tE^id'^o^nayself,-^ 

"We CROSS THBfSEA,;WE BRAV?;T¥IB EHGLrSH 
FLEET, WE IiriSE^BARK IN A CpU,NTRY WHIiCff 
NEVER THOUGHT OF US, WEFUXA.C^.THEIR VIL- 
LAGES, RUIV THEIR IMHABltAlltS^AND VIOi»AT8 
Tittfillt WIVES; WE WANTONLY RUS-iTHE HAZARD 
OF DYING WITH HUNGER AND' THIRST; WE ARE 
EVEICY ONE OF U1S ON TAE POI^T OF BEING A^AS- 
SINATSD ; >ANDALL THJS FOR WHAT ? IN TRUTH., 
WE HAVE NOT.YETfDiSCdVSREJD 1** 

The diigustiof the army is \iniv0rsal. All the admi- 
ntstratiohs ard dtsargiimiSed. Ther^ exists among us a 
selfishness^ i' -fretfolhess that absolutely incapacitates us 
from associating .together. With'tesp^t to mysdf,I 
plunge into buslqess, and thus escape iin^ i^w^eral ^npw. 
1 son still witli the. same comtpissary of war; but you 

tadst allow me to observe to you, that I have no in* 

• 

• There is a passage in Macbeth so perfectly applicable tq 
the sentiment before us, that we Cannot rosist the temptation of 
laying it before thefrratter.' 

Mac^, I have almost forgot the taste of fear. 
. • The time has ):}cen, my senses would have cool'd 
•To hear a night-shriek ; and my fell of hair 
Would at a dismal treatise puse, and stir 
' As life were in' t. ' I have supp*d full with horrors j 
Direness, ftimiliar to my daughterpU9 thoughts, 
Cannot once start mc«. .1 
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clination to wait till I am five-and^twentyi to become a 
commissary myself* Do not forget me tbeh» and» abovc^ 
aH be assured, that the sooner yom can obtain my recall, 
the better it will be for me. 

The career in which I am engaged at present, is a 

most humiliating one, and we are constantly squabbling 

with the gcnerafs. The Commander in Chief i$ t&e 

only one who pays i»5 any attention ; but he is obliged^ 

at the same tkne; t<^ wink at every thing in thepfficers* 

He treats them ^i^ great delicacy, and evidently fears 

that the army, whicfl already begins to miKnuor, wiU at 

no great distance ^f time, procefed to Bomething mofe 

alarming. In a "worA^ take into your considention too, 

that Sucy has lost moch of his influence .; that since he 

left Alexandria, he had executed no part of hijs office, on 

account of his having had the impnidence to go on 

board the flotilla (to insure, a-f he pretended^ the si^sist^ 

ence of the troops), and that he fbmKl himaelf, as he 

ought to have foreseen, without the po^ibility of re« 

joining them. Finally, take notice, that in consequeaee 

of the dimate, we are become, in spite of ourselves^ 

listless and inactive ; and that we have Ae greatest dif^ 

fkulty in determinb^ ourselves to put one kg before dke 

other. 

I leave to. your prudence and good sense to reflect on 
what I have said ^ confident that your friendship for 
me will lead you to what is fittett ami best. I shall 
look for your answer with impatience. 

Sucy's wound prevents him from writing ; if appears 
that .he will lose all but the two fore fingers of his right 
hand : he supports his misfortune, however, with pa- 
tience V wbicbis.more than he does the immense space 
that separates us from our country. 
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Tarn very terlciublyf tfogigedf on the bi^dry of oor ex« 
peditipn : having already colledt<sd a nfkst quantity of 
tA^btMiy WMdK I shift iiMfledUtely 'set about purring 
in ord^t*.' AH€u ; tlqti yWii ^lt¥eYy. Adfeu, my dbaf 
Miot ; Ivfien sh^U't'ftkve tlie ^atlsfiidtkm of locking you 
in my ahnife ? write to mc, pray write. 

P. S- (15 ThermidorJ August 2d. 
\ am this moment setting out with General LeClerci,* 



* " O most lame and impotent conclusion !'* Who would 
have expected to see our Savant^ after his pathetic description of 
the miseries he had already contributed to bring upon this un- 
fortunate country, who would have expected, we say, to find him 
gaily setting out upon a fresh expedition, of which the avowed 
(not '' secret''} purpose was the most flagitious and cruel rob- 
beiy that was ever yet attempted ! (we speak of the meditated 
XTzure of the caravan. ) B ut this is nature. 
Hxc ubi locutus foenerator Alphius 

Jam jam futurus rusticus, 
Omnem relegit Idibus pecuniam — 
Q^aerit Calendis ponere ! ! ! 

When we first found in some of these letters, sentiments of ea- 
Urged kindness and humanity, we were inclined to give the 
writers credit for them, and spoke with cordial approbation (Part 
!• Introd. &c.) of feelings which we imagined to be as sin- 
^cere as they were well expressed ; but a farther acquaintance 
with this correspondence has almost cured us of our credulity : 
for we observed, as wie proceeded, that there was not one of 
those moralizing, those humane declaimers, *< however he might 
write the style of gods, V that did not in some part or other of his 
letter, like the Savant before us, betray the same infuriate pj^3- 
«on for. pillage and destruction, as the General himself although 
a keen perception of his own wretched situation, might lead him, 
at the moment, to deprecate and ^eplore the wide spreading ruin 
befntrc him. 
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on a secret expedition* Here cben I I^ave Grand GstU 
to, but I hope to return 4t0 i%f 

, Sucy is a little b^t|^ ; heiiff^isiil.es to r^^tom to France.} 
but does not seen) di^p9se4 la, Itafc^ m^ with him. 
Write to him on thesul^ect* Q^qtrmore, I citabrace 



you, 



^1 • • . « ► 



s 
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No. V. 

. Su Grand Cairey U o Thermiior^ an 6. 

Cher Pen et ch}re M^h^ 

\% n'ai pas pu vous donner de Imes nouvelles depuis 
mon embarquement, vu la difficiilte des couriers, Je 
presume que ma derniere voujs sera parvenu en date de 
Toulon. ' 

Je voudrois pouvoir vous faire tous les details de ce 
qui s'est passe depuis notre depart de Toulon jusqu'ici ; 
je vous dirai seulement de gros en gros ce qui s'est passe. 

La conquete de Tlsle de Malthe a ete le debut de la 
campagne ; apres quoi nous avons continue notre route 
]usqu*en Egypte. Le . debarquement de I'armee s'est 
fait a Alexandrie, qui nous a coute plusieurs braves mi- 
litaires, qui ont perdu la vie sous les murs de cette ville 
ancienne. De la toute I'armee s'est mise eti marche sur 
cinq divisions pour le Grand Caire, ou nous sommes 
enfin arrives avec toutes les difficultes imaginables, ay^t 
souiFert tout ce qu'il est possible de SQufFrir. Vous allez 
fremir en lisant ce qu*il suit : nous avons marche pen- 
dant dix-sept jours sans pain, sans vin, ni eau de vie, et 
cinq jours sans ^au, dans des plaines brulantes, et Ten. 
ncmi continuellement a nos trousses. Figurez-vous que 
nous avions a combattre des barbares, qui ne connois- 
soient point les droits de la guerre, et p^r consequent qui 
exer9oient toutes les cruautes imaginables envers les 
malheureux Fran^ais qui tomboient entre leurs mains ; 
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aux uns ils leur coupoient lesoreilles, a d'autres,Ie nezn 
a d'autres ils leur tranchoient la tete, et bien d*autres 
choses que je n'ai plus dans la memoire, qui me font 
frissonner quand j'y pense. 

Croirez-vous que pendant dix-sept jours notre nour- 
riture n'a ete que d^s pestcques et dos melons d'eau, ce 
q»i a fait qu'un pombre infini de militaires sont morts 
de faim et de soif I -Nous ne pouvions pas attendre aucun 
secours des habitans de ces contrees, attendu que cc 
sont des sauvages qiii nous efijorgeotent a demi-phrtee de 
fusH de lids colonnes. • 

.'Malgre les pauyres malheureux qui tomboient en de- 
faillance, nous etions oblige de marcher toujours en 
colonnes serrees, parceque leur cavalerie profitoit du 
moment ou nousietioqs en desordre^ poi|r nous charger^ 
et nous faisoient vn ^lal considerable. Joprs ^t jmits 
nous etions spus les armes, ce qui nous qausoit d^srfa- 
tigues mortelles. Le mecontentement etoit peint syj^ 
tous les visages. Les soldatsetoient sur le point de r^^ 
fuser de marcher. Plusieurs militaires «e sont brul^.la 
cervelley d'autres se sont precipite dans Je Nil ; il s'est 
commis des choses terribles. Encore^ da,ns cet intervallc 
nous avons livre plusieurs batailles que nous avQns tQuteii 
gagnees ! 

Enfin, arrives aux environs du Grand Caire, nou^ 
avons . trouve les Beys et Mamelouks> qui nous atten- 
doient dans un camp retranche ; malgre tous les ob- 
stacles qui s'opposoient a nos succ^s^ nous les avons. 
battus a plate couture ; trois mille ont peri par le feu 
et Teau ; il ne s*est pas fait d^ p^isonniers. II est bon 
Ae vous observer, qu'il n*y a que nq^re divvsion qui s'cst 
battue, qui n'etoit tout au plus que decinq mille hommes. 
La dix-huitieme et la trente^dcuxiemc se soi^t encore 
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couverts de gloire dans c<stte bataille cilebrey que Ton 
appelle la Bataille des Pyramides. 

Si nous avons bientot le bonheur de rentrer en France, 
je ferai mon possible pour obtenir ma demission a quel 
ptix que ce soit. Je ne puis plus me soufFrir dans ce 
maudit m£tier. Toujours se battre, a perdre la vie a 
tous les instants de la joumie! Au reste, je crois en 
avoir assez fait ; que chacun en fasse un peu. Je ne 
suis plus avide de gloire^ jeTai €te parcequ*il le falloit ; 
maintenant je veux vivre tranquille aupres de voiis. 
Voila ou se borne toute mon ambition. L'on me fait 
cntrevbir un avancement .prochaini mais je n'en veux 
point. J'ai fait la guerre en Europe, mais je ne veux 
plus la faire en Afrique, dans un climat aussi chaud. 

Donnez«-moide vos nouvelles ; j'aime a croire que la 
presente vous trouvera en bonne saate. Quant i la 
mienne elle est des meilleures : Tair d^ la mer m'a et6 
^alutaire. 

Tous nies camarades ont ete 6tonnes de ce que j'ai 
pu resister a tant de maux, et dans un climat ou la terre 
^mble un brasier. Je finis en vous embrassant de tout 
mon cosur, et suis avec respect^ 

Voire fils. 

Gay, CefitMw. 
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Cairo (9 Thermidor)j July 27/A, 

• * • 
' I)€ar Fdther and Mother^ 

JL RAVE not been able to send you a line since my em* 
barkattoHy on account of the dtiScuhy attencBng the 
couriers. TFic letter which I wrote you from Toulon 
was, I take it for granted^ duly received. 

r would willingly give you a detailed account of 
every thing which has passed since our leaving that 
port; but I must content myself «at present, ivkha 
general and cursdry>view. 

Our campaign opened with the capture of Maha ; 
after which we continued our route towards Egypt. 
The disembarkation was made at .Alexandria, and cost 
us a number of brnvf. men, who porished under the 
walls of that ancient city. From thence the whole 
army mardied in five divisions for Grand Cairo ; where 
we arrived with the utmost difficulty, after suffering 
every thing that was possible for man to suffer. You 
will shtidder at reading what follows. We marched 
seventeen days without bread, wine, or brandy ; and 
five without water, over burnin^sands, with the enemy 
close at our heels ! figure to yourselves that we had to 
combat barbarians, wholly unacquainted with the rights 
of war, who , exercised every species of cruelty upon 
the unhappy men who fell into their hands : cutting 
off the ears of one, the nose of another, the head of ^ 
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ikird, and many dther things which. have slipt my me- 
mory, and which I tremble whenever I think of.* 

Would you believe that for seventeen days we had 
nothing to subsist on but water melons! Such) how- 
ever) is the fact) and in consequence of it, an infinite 
number of the troops died of thirst and hunger ! We 
jcould not expect any succour from the natives of these 
countries) seeihg they are savages,t who murdered us 
within half a mu&ket-shot of our own columns. 

In.spite of the number of poor wretches who drc^t 
from mere weaknessi we wer^ obliged to continue our 
x^arcl^ in close order ; because the enemy ^s cavalry took 

« • Captain Gay, who trembles to think on what he has forgot, 
has, not improbably, remembered what he never thought on I 
Though the conduct of the French, whose swords were yet reek- 
'ingiHch the blood of their slaughtered brethren, would justify 
tfny retaliation on the part of the Arabs ; yet we much doubt 
whether the practices here mentioned, ever took place. 1 Sbechy 
(No. I.) relates) that after the General's Proclamation,, the pri- 
soners were dismissed unhurt : indeed, we are convinced that 
these people never marigle such as fall into their hands ; it is 
pUinder, not Mood, th&y seek^ fbt properly speakingj fhe Arabs 
•lire not cryeh 

t Here again is another precious ^ntimetit. No assistance, 
it seems, was to be expected from the people whom they were 
destroying, because-^thcy were savages I But Gay is right. The 
Swiss were no savages, nor the Flemings, nor the Dutch, nor 
the Italians, and thcnfort the French procured succour from 
theml and tkertfcrt they found degenerate wretches amongst 
them^ ^er Vo aid in rivetting the chains of their brethren, and 
zealous to edge the sword that was to pierce the bosom of their 
dearest connections! O may the nations that yet remain un« 
trampled on, and unspoiled, profit from these letters, and in a 
rejection of all communication with their destroyers, imitate th«e 
unenlightened, 00 if they will, *« savage" Egj'ptians ! 

f ART II* E- 
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advantage of the slightest confusion in our ranks to fall 
upon us ; and always with considerable effect. Night 
and day we were under arms, so that our fatigues were 
altogether intolerable. Discontent' was painted on every 
face, and the whole army was on the point of refusing 
to advance. A great number of soldiers blew out their 
brains, and many flung themselves into the Nile. Hor- 
rible things were done!* Add, that in this dread- 
ful interval, we had many battles tb fight ; all of -which, 
however, we gained. 

Arrived at length in the neighbourhood of Grand 
Cairo, we found the Mametoucs- awaiting our arrival 
in an intrenched camp. In spite of all the obstacles 
which stood in the way of our success, they were totally 
defeated. Three thousand of them perished either by 
jour fire, or in the jiver ; for we did not aaake a single 
prisonbr. I must observe to you that our& was the 
only division which was engaged,t and that it consisted 
of no more than ifive thousand men. The i8th and 
2^d acquired new glory, in this famous battle, whicfc 
we now call the *f Battleof the Pyramids." I . -. 

If we have the happiness of returning speedily ta' 

• There is great strength in this • nide picture of the dreadful 
state of* the army; wc scarce know whether it does not convey 
' ik mbre forcibly and distinctly to the mind, than thci e^borate 
and eloquent description we have pointed out in the preceding 
letter. Gay himself seems to have been deeply affected with. it, 
for we find him just below abjuring, with every mark of di^ust, 
. any longer continuance in the service. 

' f Gay is not correct here. We know from better authority 
than his, that four out of the five divisions were engaged ; though 
we believe the weight of the action fell chiefly upon Rcgnicr's 
and Desaix'. 
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Prance, I will exert myself to the utmost to obtain my 
discharge at any price whatever. I can no longer en- 
dure this accursed business. Always hazarding my 
life, and at every hour of the day! — For the rest, I 
think I have done my part ; let every one do a little, — 
I am no longer greedy of glory ; I was once, I confess, 
because it was necessary to be so,— at present, my only 
wish is to pass my life in peace, with you. This is the 
sole object of my ambition. Some hopes of an ap- 
proaching promotion are held oUt to me, but I want 
none of it. I have seen service in Europe, but I' have 
. no desire of seeing it in Africa, and in a country so hot 
jSLS this. 

Let me hear from you. — I please myself with think- 
ing that the present will find you in good health. As 
to my own, it is excellent. The sea has been of in- 
finite use to me. All my comrades are astonished at 
my being able to endure so many hardships, in a climate 
where the surface of the ground burns like fire ! 

I conclude, with embracing you, with all my heart ; 
lielng, with respect. 

Your Son, 

Gay, Capt. 
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No. VI. 



Rosette^ le lo ThermiJor^ an 6, 
Samedi, 2iyuiUefy 1798. 

Mon cher Jtamcy, '■ 

■ 

J E ne vous ai pas ecrit depuis noti^ expedition de Malthc, 
Vous au rezre9u, j'espere, la lettre que je vous ai ccrite 
du bord de mon vaisseau dans le port de Maithe : pour • 
ne pas me repeter, je poursuis. 

L'escadre et la flotte mirent a la voile le i er Messidor, 
et firent route vers I'Est. Le 6 notis dccodvrime^s leS 
bautes montagnes couvcrtcs de neige de Tlsle de Candie. 
Le 1 1, une fregate sigiiala la terre, et c'etoit les cotes de 
la Barbarie. Le 11, nous decouvrimes des cotes extraor- 
dinairemeht j5lates 6t sabloneuses, parfaitcment sem- 
blables a celles entre Calais et Gravelines. 

Enfin le 13, a 5 heures du matin, nous apper^umesla 
ville d*Alexahdrie. Ce jouf a quatre heures du soir on 
donna Tordre du debarquement, qui s'efFectuay malgre 
une nier assez forte^ dans une baye favorable a TEst, et 
a deux lieues de la ville. En cet endroit de la cote, est 
une tour dite des Mamelouks. Le 14, 6 a 70O0 hommes 
sans aucune piece d'artillerie assiegerent cettc ancienn* 
et fameuse ville. Le^Turcs tijTerent quelques coups de 
canon. Les Francois etoient deja »ux pieds des murd 
ruines de son enceinte ;*ils recevoient la mousqueterie 
et les pierres des Arabes. lis monterent a Tassaut paf* 
^eux breches qui existoiertt. 
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.LesG^neraux Kleber et Menou furent bless&s, mais 
les Franfais entrerent victorieux dans la ville a midi. Le 
$oir les Arabes et Turcs tirerent sur les Fran9ais de leurs 
maisons, nous y perdimes du monde« On punit cette 
revolte, mais on se montra tres-modcre. Cette premiere 
conqucte a coute cinq a six-cents hommes de part et 
d'autre. 

Je debarquai le 15, sans itre encore appelle, je par* 
courus r^spape de deux lieiies avant d'arriver a la ville. 
J'eus le bonheur ayec mon f^ere aine d*y parve^nir sans 
inalheur. Nou^ vimes quelqu'uns de nos morts. Le$ 
Fran^ais pn general eurent la plus grande peine a pour- 
voir a leurs vivres, et a^sp caser. Le 17^ une deputation 
de doi)3se 9 qjiinze ^Vdb^s Bedouins vinrent ofFrir leur 
sdliance au nom de leur t|:ibu. Le (general en Chef 
3onaparte leur fit quelques present:; et leur donna di^ 
Ipuis a cfaacun. lis devoient revenir le lendeipain ; il$ 
ont manque a leur parole. II paroit qu'ils ne ^ont ve^ 
xius que pour espionner. 

Les 15, 16, ijy i8| et 19, les divisions dcs Generau^. 
Dessaix^ Kleber, ^t autfes filerent sur Damanhour, ville 
assez considerable, situee sur le Canal d'Alexandrie a 
lo liepes de cette ville. J^e quartjer general, le Gene- 
ral en Chefj et le General Cafarelli suiyirent Tarmeg a 
travpjrs le Despft. 

Toute la partie des sciences et arts qui eut Qfdrp de 
d^barquer le 18, resta a Alexandrie jusqu'a nouvel or- 
dre. Notre brigade des ingenieurs civils y est encore, a 
I'exception de trois dont je sui$ i)n de ceux que Ton 
Sjcmble avoir dgtache pour suivre Tarmee ; mais jusqu'au 
f o Messidor, que j'eus ordre d*allpr i Rosette, je parcou- 
jus la ville d' Alexandrie. Nous cherchames a reconnoi- 
tre son ancienne splendeur a travers des monts de mines 
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qui ne sent aujourd'hui que celles d'Alcxandrie rebatie 
par les Arabes. Ca et la on ne trouve que des colonnes dc 
marbre de toute espece, J'ai ete voir la Colonne d'Alex- 
andre Severe, dite improprement de Pompee ; clle est 
placee hors de Tenceinte actuelle, elle a 104 picds de hau- 
teur en granite rouge ; son fut est de 9 pieds de diametre, 
en a 56 de longueur, et est d'un seul morceau. En rcn- 
trant dans les murs on vcit aussi deux pyramides, dites les 
Aiguilles deCleopatre. Enfin elles sont situees sur lebord 
de la mer, elles ont toutes deux 56 a 60 pieds de hauteur 
sur 7 pieds de face ; Tune est elevee, et I'autre couchee 
par terre. Les hyerogliphes dont les quatre faces sont 
couvertes, indiquent qu'elles sont un ouvrage des anciens 
Egyptiens ; ils indiquent encore qu'elles ne sont pas 
entieres; elles ont ete cassees, et cependant les deux py- 
ramides sont chacune d'un seul morceau de granite 
rouge. On travaille a leur enlevement pour les trans- 
porter en France. 

Le nombre infini de puits et de citernes qui sc trou- 
vent dans cette ville, laisse entrevoir ce qu'elle a pu 
etre. En general les reservoirs d*eau sont encore trcs- 
beaux, ils n'ont besoin que d'etre cures. Quelques uns 
de ces puits ont 40 et 50 pieds de profondcur, et 24 a 
30 de diametre, d'une belle construction : d'autres de la 
meme profondeur ofFrent des souterreins, soutenus par 
deux ou trois rangs de cofonnes posees les unes au dessus 
des autres. 

Le port d'Alexandrie est divise en deux baies tres- 
belles, peu profondes, et separees par une digue ou chaus- 
see de 5 a 600 toises de long, et qui se rend jusqu'au 
Phare, c'est-a-dire, a Templacement de cet ancien ct 
superbe edifice, et d'ou Ton decouvroit les batimens a 
trente ou quarante lieues en meri Ce Phare n'est plus 
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« 

aujourd'bui qu'un mauvaisfort qui tombren ruine^et au 
milieu duquel est un minaret. Je Tai visite ; on y a 
trouve quelques pieces de canon, de longues couleuvrines 
de 18 a 20 pieds, des mortiers en piprre ; le tout abso- 
lument hors de service, et ne pouvant plus resister a un 
coup de canon. On a encore trouve dans ce fort des 
armes^ dont la forme ne laisse pas douter qu'clles ne 
proviennent des Fran^ais dans la malheureuse expeditioo 
de Sauit Louis en Egypte. 

Je ne m'etendrai pas davantage sur cette ville. J'ajou- 
terai seulement que les habitants quoique vaincus, ne 
3ont pas soumis, et ne le seront pas meme de longtemps* 
Nous devons ici user de politique^ car nous ne sommes 
pas assez forts pour agir autrenaent. Au reste on respecte 
leur religion, leurs moeurs> et surtout leurs femmes. II 
est vrai que cette race feminine ici n'est pas tres-engage- 
ante ; en general ce sont de vilains peuples. 

J'eus ordre, comme je vous Tai dit, de me rendre a 
Rosette, distante de 12 lieues d'Alexandrie, Je m'en- 
barquai avec le General Menou, qui coramande provi- 
soirement dans cette province, J'entrai dans le Nil le 
24 Messidor. N'ous passames avec quelque peine la 
barre du Nil^ Teffroi des navigafeurs, et nous remon- 
tames ce fleuve jusqu'a Rosette, qui est situee sur la 
rive gauche, a deux lieues de Tembouchure du Nil. C'est 
seulement de cette secopde et principale branche du Nil 
que TEgypte prend un aspect .de verdure, que le con- 
traste des sables et des deserts voisins embellissent en- 
core. ' Le long des rives de ce fleuve on voit des bois de 
datiers ou palm iers, des sycamores, de nombreux bestiaux, 
de nombreuses habitations. Les jardins sont rempKs 
d'orangers^ citroniers, et banax^iers. 

Rosette, comme toutes les autres villes du Levant, ha- 
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hitits gar les Turcs, est mal batie, sale ; les rues sont 
des allSes ^etroites fermees par 'en haut. Les maisons 
sont des repaires de puc^s, de moucherons. Jusqu*a 
cette heurci nous n'avons^ pour ainsi dire» ete occupes 
que du soin de notre subsistance, et du soin de dormir. 
Les moustiques sont un veritable fleau ; leur piquurcji 
la chaleur du soleil toujotirs brulant, d-un ctel toujours 
-serein, embrase, nous font passer des nuits cruelles. J'ai 
beau me plonger dans les eauK bourbcuses du Nil, jo 
Tie peiix eteindre la chaleur de mon sang bouiUonnam. 

Mes fonctions a Rosette sont de lever le cours du Nil> 
d'observer ce-fleuve, ses crues, ses epoques^ son inonda* 
tioni son embouchute, sa barre ou banc de sable» si dan- 
gereux pour la navigation ; eniin de presenter un me* 
moire sur laville de Rosette consideree comme port. Je 
suis loge sur le bord du Nil : de mon lit je vois Le Delta; 
nous n'avons pas encore mis le pied dans cette province 
qui ne nous inquiete pas, parcequ-elle sera bientot 
soumise. 

Ndus avons appris hier, 9 Thermidor, (d-heureuse 
memoire). que le Caire etoit au pouvoir des Fraof^ts, 
<iui y sont entres en vainqueurs le 4 de ce mois. Cette 
conquete a ete Tafiaire d*une bataille de quelques betires^ 
Les Mamelriuks au nombre de quatrc mille cavaliers 
sortis du Caire, se sont disposes a defendre Tentrec de 
leur ville. Les Franfais^ qiioique harrasses et extenu6s 
de fatigues, ont emporte a la bayonette une redoute assez 
bien fortifiee et d^fendue par trente pieces de caoom 
Ce fut Taffaire d'un instant- L'affaire devenue generalc; 
mille Mamelouks sont tallies en pieces, mitraill6s,>deux 
a trois cents sont noyes dans le Nil ; le reste epouvante 
prit la fuite ; on entra dans la ville Ic feu embrasuit- 
<ncorc le palajs ou maison des trois Beys qui V«totept 
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waip3ix€s 'du pouVolr en meconnoissant rcmpi tc du 
Grand Sultan. Une Sultane a derobe a la mort tous 
les Fran^ais et Europ6ens qui rdsidorent au Caire, en 
les faisant retirer dans $es cours. Sans cette mesurc ils 
£ussent ete infailliblemcnt massacres. 

La prise du Caire va ranger dans notre pa'rti tous les 
Turcs, qui n'osoient se decider par la crainte d'une de- 
faite. Malgre cela nous avdns journellement a Alcx- 
andrie comme a Rosette des alertes. Avant-hier j'ai ac- 
conipagne le General Menou dans une sortie qu'il fit, 
Cette alerte etoit fausse, mais il n'en est pas de meme 
tootes les fois que les Arabes nous forcent de sortir. 

Quand nous sommes arrives a Alexandrie, la pestc 
regnoit encore dans quelques malsons Turques ; elle y 
regnott aussi a Rosette. Mais des le mois de Juin et 
pendant les cinq ou six mois suivans, cette maladie n'est 
pas dangereuse, elle ne se gagne plus. Le Nil est dans 
sa crue, ses eaux sont tres-bourbeu$es» cela ne m'eni<- 
peche pas de m*y baigner tous les jours. 

J'espere allcr au Caire sous quinzaine, et aller plus 
haut voir les fameuses Pyramides et le& autres monumens 
de Tantiquite* J'espere et desire vivempnt de revenir 
en France par i'ltalie: fasse le ciel seconder mes voeuXi 
mes projetSy revoir ma patrie, a laquelle un Fran^ais 
ne peut renoncer ! 

Je crois que ma lettre partira pour France par la pre- 
miere occasion ; celle qui doit porter la nouvelle des 
succes de notre armee. En vous ecrivant, mon cher 
Ramey, je vous prie de donner de mes nouvelles aux 
amis de Calais. Vous voyez que je vous ai ecrit longue- 
ment. Cette lettre est la quatrieme; Je n*ecrirai done 
pas a Calais, je vous charge de me rappeller au souvenir 
de Madame Wicyne, la future, de vmre aimable families 
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dcMadame^Grandcourty Dufaux jeone et vieux, Madame 
Becquety Mons. ct Madame Durier, de l!aml Moreaux> 
Dufour, Eden; ct autres, A Paris a Madame Recicour, 
Mons. et Madame Benard. 

Salut et amitie pour la vie^ 

GiREZ. 

Note, Deux voyageurs en Egypte ont ecrit sur ce^ 
ancien pays; Fun est Savary ; sa relation que j'ai lu 
dans sa traverseCi n'est pa3 tres*exacte ; son ouvrage est 
en trdis volumes. Le second est Volney que j'avois deji 
luy et que je relis en ce moment. Son. ouvrage est tres- 
bien fait, ses relations sont exactes ; je vous engage a le 
lire (en deux volumes). . . 

Nous avons appris a Alexandrie la fameu^ descent^ 
des Anglais sur les c6tes de France pres d'Ostende. lis 
sont descendus avec io>oo6 hommes, ils ont eu 4500 
faits prisonniersy 1500 de tues, et le reste a pris la fuite; 
il n'y a pas de mal a cela. II faut que ces insulaires 
soient bien battus ; ils devroient rester dans leur de- 
meure de bois. Ces animaux descendent^ je crois, en 
ligne directe de Moyse, qui leur a enseigne a voguer sur 
Tcau. Ils devroient s'y tenir renfermes,xar en sortant 
ils font voir qu'ils ne sont que des betes. 

Malgre la Proclamation du General en Chef aux 
Turcs sur notre expedition, le peuplc Egyptien, Turcs, 
Mahometans, tons demandent ou est le Pacha de Selim, 
au nom duquel nous agissons. La prise du Caire les 
a frappes de terreur et d'ctonnement ; ils paroissent en 
etre tres-contents ; ils disent en leur langue: *' Dieu* 
8*est servi des annes des Fran9ais pour chasser lei 
MameloukS) les Beys, les oppresseurs de TE^pte." 
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TRANSLATION. 

t 
I 

Rosettay (lo Thermidor)^ July, 28. 
My dear Ramcyj 

1 HAVE not written to you since we left Malta. Yotf 
deceived, I hope, the letter I wrote you on board my 
ship, while she lay there — not to repeat what I have 
already said, I take up my nartrative from that day. 

The ships of war and transports set sail on the i^th 
of June, directing their course to the eastward, and on 
the 24th we discovered the high lands of Candia, covered 
with snow; ; the 29th, the look-out frigate made the 
land (this was the coast of Barbary), and the same day 
the whole fleet had a sight of it ; it was exceedingly low 
and sandy, resembling in every respect the ground be* 
tween Calais and Gravelines. 

At length, at day-break on the ist of July, we disco- 
vered the city of Alexandria. The same day, about four 
in the afternoon, orders were given for landing the troops, 
which was effected, in spite of a very heavy sea, in a 
convenient bay about two leagues to the east* of the 

* Citizen Girez is not much more accurate in his geography 
than the rest of his countrymen ; the bay in which they landed is 
not to the east, but to the west of Alexandria i and, for the ho- 
nour of his historical precision, be it farther remarked, that the 
building of which he speaks, is not called the Tower of the Ma- 
meloucs, but of the Arabs, which is a very different thing ; — ^but 
to notice every blunder of this nature, as wc observed on a for^ 
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city. On this part of the coast is a building, called the 
Tower of the Mameloucs. The next day, six or seven 
thousand men, unprovided with artillery, laid siege to 
this ancient and celebrated city. The Turks discharge^ 
a few pieces of cannon. The French were already close 
to the ruined walls which surround it, where they re- 
ceived a volley of musquetry and 'stones from the Arabs^ 
and then mounted to the assault by two old breaches ! 

The Generals Kleber and Menou'were wounded, but 
tlie French entered the city victoriously by noon. Iii 
the evening the Turks and Arabs fired on our troops 
from their houses, and killed some of them ; — this re- 
volt was punished, but in the gentlest manner !* This 
first conquest cost us between two and three hundred 
men. The loss of the enemy was equal to our own. 

I went on shore on the 3d, though I had not yet re- 
ceived orders to disembark, and walked five or six miles 
to the city ; which I had the good fortune to enter^ in 
company with my elder brother, without- any accident 
whatever. On our way we saw the dead bodies of sever 
jal of our countrymen. At Alexandria- the whole army 
had the greatest difSculty to find provisions or quarters. 
On the 5th, a deputation of twelve or fifteen Bedouins 
came to oJFer us their alliance in the name of their tribes 
The Commander in Chief made them *a few presents, 
and, at parting, gave each of them ten louis. They pro-r 

nier occasion, is as hr fromt>ur intentions, as our power, in the 
limits we have prescribed ourselves. 

* That is to say, by an indiscriminate massacre of men, women, 
and children, for the space of four hours ! Girez seems to have 
pretty nearly the same notions of humanity as the Rev. Mr. W. 
who, like him, perhaps, would call this resistance to the fury of 
the great nation, a revolt. 
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Ijiised to return the next d^y, but they nfever appeared 
afterwards. It is probable they only cartie afe spies.* 

The 3d, 4th, 5th, 6th, and 7th, the divisions of De- 
saix, Klebei;, &c. filed off towards Demanhour, ia pretty 
considerable town, on the Canal of Alexandria, from 
which place it is about 16 leagtieis distant. T^he Com- 
mander in Chief) with General Cafarelli, and the rest 
df the staff, followed the army across the Desert. 

All the corps of the arts and sciences, which Were' 
ordered to disembark on the 6th, arc to continue at 
Alexandria till farther orders. Our brigade of civil 
engineers is still there, with the exception of three (of 
1?vhoin I am one) who seem to have been detached from 
it for the purpose of following the army. Till tHe iGth,t 
however, when I received final orders to proceed to Ro-. 
setta, 1 amused myself with exploring the city of Alex- 
andria. We endeavoured to trace out its ancient splen- 



♦ Wc have here a cbmplete explanation of* a circutnstinct 
which othcrw»e we could only know from the event. The rea-' 
der cannot have forgot the exultation with which not only the 
letters in the First Part of this publication, but even the official 
dispatclics of Bonaparte and Berthier, speak of this alliance with 
t*he Arabs, and of the mighty advantag^es to be derived from it. 

Here then behold the venerable negotiators (vagjlbonds andr 
beggars) who were entrusted with the interests, of the Arabs I 
amd contemplate the important drama to which the eyes of all- 
Europe were anxiously directed, begun and ended in one mise- 
rable steiie ! 

t'lii the original, 10 Messidor (the 28th of Juije), a most 
ridJculouS'blunder ! There is no way of correcting it, but by sup* 
posing Girez to have confounded the old and new calenders in 
his mind (no uncoranion circumstance) ; and in that case, if we 
read loth of ^ July in the good old way, instead of xo Messidor, 
^€ shall probably be not far from the truth. 
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dour amidst mountains oi ruins, which seem to he 
merely those of the Alexandria rebuilt by the Arabs I 
We found scattered about fragments of cohimns of 
various species of ntiarble. 

I went also to see the column of Severus, improperly 
attributed to Pompey \* it stands without the circuit of 
the present city ; it* is of red granite, 104 itet in height y 
its shaft is 56 feet in length, and 9 in diameter,, and is 
formed, of a single block. In returning towards the 

• This is the hundreth time at least, that we have tnet with 
this expression, which after all is taken from Savary, " the Co- 
lumn, of Severus, improperly attributed to Pompey." Such a 
deplorable display of minute science amidst the grossest "igno- 
rance, is not calculated to raise our ideas of the progl-ess of the 
disciples of the new school, to a very extraordinary pitch. What 
real knowledge is still amongst the trench, and we are convinced 
there is still k great deal, was acquired under a very diflerenl: dis- 
cipline. With the scholars of the old regime will expire all that 
is scientific and profound in France. 

Literature has' not received so fatal a blow since the days of 
the Natiofial Convention, or (in the hypocritical cant of the pre- 
sent time) of Robespierre, as by the horrid deportations of the x8 
Fructidor.. In the pris0n-ships of that period were confounded 
men of the most varied accomplishments ; men who had long de- 
lighted and instructed Europe ; and whose place the present 
generation of crude, and shallow, and clamorous cognoscenti^ will 
ineffectually labour to supply. In spite of the National In- 
stitute, m spite of the innumerable memoirs, essays, odes« 
tjiat issue daily from its countless mouths, and astonish the weak^ 
and overwhelm the wise, we are persuaded that the French are 
gradually relapsing into barbarism ; nor will their decline, vi% 
apprehend, be much retarded even by theEoYPTiANlNSTiTUTE, 
though Bonaparte is ostentatiously inrolled amongst its members; 
and* Tallien has descended from the dignity of a Senator^ and 
almost a Director, to become a corrector of the press to Cltixoi^ 
Marc Aur^le ! 



i 
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cityi you also see two pyramids, called Cleopatra'^ 
Needles ! I ! tliey are both situate on the coasti ate be- 
tween fifty and sixty feet in- height, and about stvtn 
feet square. One of thpn is still Standing, the other 
lying on the gtoundj The. hieroglyphics with which 
the four sides are coveifed, indicate that they are the 
works of the ancient Egyptians ; they indicate also that 
they are not entire.. Both of thes& pyramids have evi* 
dently been broken ; and yet each of them was formed 
of a single piece of red granite* We are endeavouring^to 
raise them, for the purpose of conveying them to 
France ! 

The infinite number of wells and cisterns to be found 
in this city, give us a. pretty accurate idea, of what it 
must have been. Generally speaking, . tb^se reservoirs 
are still' veiy- fine> and only require to be. cleaned out.;- 
soriie of theta are frbiti forty !o fifty feet in depth, and 
near thirty in diameter: others form subterraneous 
vaults, which a^i? supported \)y two 'or three rows of 
columns, one over another. ,..:,,..„>,. 

The |)ort of Alexandria is divided hatoytwo very beaun 
tifiil bays (with no great depth of water), separated by » 
dike or causeway near 1200 yards in lehgth, and rea'cfh-' 
ing to the Pharos, that is to say, to the site of that an- 
cient and magnificent edifice, from whence vessels were 
discovered at the distance of thirty or forty leagues* This 
Pharos is nothing at present but a paltry, fort> whi^ch i% 
tumbling into ruin. In the centre of it is a mitiaret^- 
which i examined. There are a few pieces of cannon, 
some long culverines of 18 or 20 feet, and some stone 
mortars t the whole absolutely unserviceable, and in- 
capable of resisting a single shot. In this fort were 
found a few arms, thcshape and make of which clearly 
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prove thai they o«ce belonged to the French who pe-^ 
rished in the unfortunate expediti6n of Su Louis**' 

I shall say nothing more of this cky ; except that hd' 
Inhabitants, though vanquished, are not in . a. state of. 
complete subjection, nor likely to be so for a- long thiie 
to come. We must use policy here, for we are not y«< 
strong enough to do other wise.t For the ; rest, we re-» 
spect their religion, their manners, and .above, all, tbeit 
women ; these last, it must be confessed, are ooi 
mightily engaging. In short, they are a hideous ^ ami 
abominable race. . 



' .* Though Girez appears to have a very pfetty notion of an- 
tiquity, i^hich he manifests among other things, by mistalcing am 
obelisk for a pyramid, and the rnins of a Greek wall for 'an iii<' 
dubitable specimen of Arabic masonry, #e are still somewhat dis- 

Oiclined to give' him credit for the discovery of wluch he speaks 
lA this place. . 

To do him justice, howeveri he is not singular in his conjec- 
tures ; a letter (ia copy.) has found its way to Frahce, in which 
the same circumstance is mentioned. This has been printed in* 
the^ papers of the I>irectory, and, according to the established 
Qiistomi reprinted ^cr^, cum notis variorum. To judge from the 
CompicntB of the j^^bins^on this famous discovery, it would 
leem as if they thought the whole army of France mfght be 
eqiiipped from it. "A room," say they, ** has been _ found in 
the CsLitlCf Juli of arms, supposed," &c.— " this will prove a 
mostvaluable acquisition." Would any one suppose, after this^ 
fhat the treasure, of which their wishes lead them to speak with 
^ch apparent satisfaction, consisted in nothing more than half-a- 
dozen rusty halberds, and three or four unserviceable nrmtchlocks, 
dragged out of a dust-hole ! 

f We hope the reader has not overlooked Girez' admirable 
reason for •* using policy." It is the true secret of their forbear-* 
ancc in every country which the French have over-run,, and is- 
worth whole folios on the subjects Bonaparte seems to have 
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I had orders, as I observed above, to proceed to Ro- 
setta, distant about 12 leagues from Alexandria ; I em- 
barked with General 'Menou, who commands this pro* 
vince provisionaHy^ We entered the Nile on the iftth 
of July, passing the bar, the terror of navigators, with 
some dtiBculty, and 'ascended the river till we came to 
Rosetta, which is situated on its left bank, about two 
leagues from its mouth. It is only at this second,* and 
principal branch of the Nile, that Egypt puts on a little 
appearance of verdure, which is rendered still more 
agreeable by the strong contrast of the neighbouring 
Deserts. Along the banks of the river we saw many 
dates or palm trees, and sycamores, numbers of cattle, 
and houses* The gardens are full of orange, citron, and 
banana trees. 

Rosetta, like all the other towns of the Levant, in- 
habited by the Turks, is wretchedly built, and full of 
filth : the streets are narrow alleys, of which the houses 
meet at the top ; the houses themselves are the recep- 
tacles of fleas, gnats, &c. &c. To this moment, as I may 



committed a fatal mistake on this. head at Cafro. He took his 
measures better in Italy, where he seldom laid aside his policy 
(which is a Very expressive word in th6 vocabulary of a French 
genefal), and' began the wclrk of pillage and murder till, in the 
simple but expressive words of Girez, he was ** strong enough 
to do it." 

• We do not quite comprehend this topogra]^ical view of 
£gypt. It seems as if Girez supposed Alexandria to be situated 
upon a branch' of the Nile, a circumstance which, if we consider 
that he remained there several days, exploring, as he says, the 
circumjacent country, promises admirably for the fidelity of the 
hydraulic charts which we find he has been so judiciously selected 
tt> compose. ; 

Part II. . F 
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say, we have done iiothuig> the4:kght of. nothiiig, but 
how to procure ^ little food and sleep. The musquitoet 
are a real plague ; their stipg, the heat of en ever-bujrii« 
ing sun, and of a sereite d^j always on fife» make us 
pass most dreadfisl nights. In vain do I j^unge myself 
into the muddy waters of the Nile ; * I cannot exiingiiish 
the heat of my boiling blood. 

My emplayment at Rosetta is ito take a plan of the 
course of the Nile, to dhserve the river as to its rise, 
its epochs^ its inundations, its- ntoutfa, its bar, or bank 
oS sand, so dangerous to. navigation, and, in skert, to 
present a memoir on the town of Rosetta^ considered a» 
a* port^ i am lodged on the bank of the river^' and can 
see the Dslta from my bed. We hatf^ not yet pat fooc 
in this province ; but that gives us no unea^ness, as we 
know it will soon be in our pdwen 

We learned yesterday (the 27th July, of happy me- 
mory), that Cairo was in the pOSKisssion of the FVench, 
who entered it as conquerors, on the 22d. This cap- 
ture was the consequence of an action of some hours : 
the Mameloucs, to the number of four thousand horse, 
came out of Cairo, and shewed a disposition to defend 
the approaches of the cily. The French, though har- 
raj^sed'and worn down with fatigve> carried, with fixed 
bayonets a redoubt tolecably weU fcnrtified, and defended 
by thirty pieces of cannon. This was thq aflKur of a 
single instant ; the action then became general ; a thou^. 
sand Mameloucs were cut to pieces, or destroyed by 
grape-shot, and two or three hundred drowned in the 
Nile ; the remainder took fright, and fled. Our troops 
then entered the city ; the fire was still preying on the 
palace of the three Beys, whb'had seized the sovereign 
power, and rendered themselves independant of th^ 
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Grand Seignior. A Sultana preserved all thd Eixrt}«i 
peans who resided at Cairo, by opening her p^aOe 16 
them : without this act of humanity^ thdy would bark 
all been infallibly massacred. t 

The capture of Cairo will bring o\ner all tlw Turks^ 
who did not dare to join us before, lest we should be 
defeated ! Iii sjpitb of this, hdwever, we have daily 
alarms both here and at Alexandria. The day before 
yesterday, I accompanied General Menou in a sortie 
which he made ; it proved to be a false alarm ; this, 
however, is not always the case, When the Arabs fou'ce 
us to march out. 

When we arrived at Alexandria the plagud w^a sftill 
there; it was also. at Rosietta : but from the beginning 
dfjune, and the iive or six nloiiths which follow it, 
this malady is neither dangerous nof infectious. The 
Nile is on its increase ; its waters are ei^tteftiely iiiuddy ; 
tbisy^howevei', does hot prevent me frdtn b^hing ill it 
every day. 

I hope to go to Cairo in a fortni^, and from thence 
still higher up the river, 19 s^ the famous pyi^amids, 
and the other monuments of antiquity. I hope; and 
desire most ardently, to return to France by the way of 
Italy. May heaven prosper my wishes, my projects, to 
see once more my dear native land j — ^wishes which a 
Frenchman can never renounce ! 

I fancy that my letter will be sent to France by the 
first packet, which is to carry the news of our success. 
While. I am writing to you, my dear Ramey, I beg you 
to let my friend* at Calais know I am well. You see 
that I have written pretty much at length ; this letter 
is the fourth. I shall not write then to Calais, but will 
-trouble you to remember me to Madame Wieync, your. 

F2 ■ 
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intended ; to your worthy family ; to Madame Grand* 
courty Dufaux, and his son ; Madame Be^rquet ; Mon- 
sieur and Madame Durier ; my friends^ Moreaux^ Du* 
four^ Eden, &c. ; and at Paris, to Madame Rectcour, 
and Monsieur and Madame Benard. . 

Health and friendship during life, 

GiREZ. 

Two travellers in Egypt have written on this ancient 
country. Savary, whose account I read on my passagCi 
and who is far from correct (his work is in three. vo- 
lumes) ; and Volney, whom I had read, and whom I 
am now reading again ! His work is well written, and 
his descriptions are very accurate.* I could wtdi you 
to read it (it is in two volumes). 

We heard at Alexandria of the famous descent of the 
English on the French coast near Ostend. They landed 
with ib,ooo men, of whom 4,500 were made prisoners, 
1,500 killed^ and the rest put to flight !t This is not 

* It should not be forgotten, that our engineer, who decides 
so peremptorily on. the accuracy of Volney's account of Egypt, 
has not yet, as appears from his own letter, set foot beyond the 
suburbs of Rosetta, the first town, as he truly says, on entering 
the Nile. This is just as if an Egyptian should decide on the 
descriptions of Prance by taking a cursory view of the sands of 
Calais ; and is not much unlike what was done by a half-witted 
philosopher called De P^s, who went round the world, raving 
after " virtuous savages j'* and who pretended to characterize 
the English from an accidental stay of three hours at Deal I 

+ This curious paragraph, in which Girez, at the distance of 
a thousand leagues, puts his correspondent in mind of what hap- 
pened under his own nose,' bears a strong reseipblance to a 
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atniss ; these Islanders ought to be well beaten : they 
should have staid in their wooden houses. These ani- 
mals descend, I think, in a right line from Moses, who 
taught them to use the sea.* They ought to confine 
themselves coilstantly to it, for the instant they get on 
land, they prove themselves to be a very stupid race.. 

In spite of the Proclamation of the Commander in 
Chief, to the Turks on our expedition, the Egyptians, 
the Turks, the Mahometans, all ask us where the Ba- 
shaw of Selim is, in whose name we profess to act ? 
The taking of Cairo has filled them with terror and as^^ 
tonishment ; they seem to be much pleased with it, and 
say, in their own language, '* God has availed himself 
."' pf the arms of the French, to drive away the Mame- 
^* loucs, the Beys^ the oppressors of Egypt/' 

passage we once recollect to have seen in a letter from a back- 
settler in North Amertca to his friend in London. *' Give my* 
love to Abraham Turner, and tell him I have no news to send, 
only I hear the parliament is dissolved." 

We make no remarks on the authenticity of the intelUgence 
which is conveyed to this deluded army. 

* Girez, as Sir Hugh Evans says, has ** prayed his piple ill." 
If he will, look into the history of Moses at his return, (for we 
fear he will have no opportunity of doing it while he stays in 
Egypt), he will find that Moses has little pretensions to the re« 
putation of a teacher in navigation. His ** descendants in a right 
line" top, know almost as little of the matter as himself; but so 
it ever is ; ignorance and profaneness go hand in hand, and th^ 
sneer of the scoffer is produced by the misconceptions of the 
fool. 
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No. VII. 



Akxandrie^ le 12 Thermidor, an 6. 
A la Citofinne BhnCi Rue Helveiius, No. 667, d Paris* 

JDoucE amie, je t'ai ecrit au commencement du mois. 
Je m'impattentois de ne pas recevoir dc tes precieuses 
kttres ; aujourd'hui j'en connois la cause* Les Anglais 
ont intercepte nos premiers avisos partis de Toulon, ils 
apportoient les premieres lettres de tout ce qui m'inte- 
resse sur la terre : oui, ton Julien Franfois n'avoit 
qu*une seule joulssance a d^sirer, celle de tes precieuses 
lettres, ef j'en suis prive. Ce sacrifice bien dur pour 
inon cceur, je Tajoute avec plaisir a tous ceux que j'ai 
faits pour assurer uoe existence beureuse a ma Julie, et 
a mes enfans. 

Le 4 de ce mois, Bonaparte a pris le Caire ; je m'y 
attendois, et il falloit cette nouvelle pour supporter Tetat 
de p^nurie ou la communication du Nil, interceptee par 
I'enn^mi^ nous jettait. Nous allons ctre approvlsonncs- 
en ris, grains^ et la possession du Caire v^ nous rendre 
r^hondance. 

II s'agirs^ de coonoltr^ comtnent le Grand Seigneur 
ya trouver tout ceci. Les Anglois tiendront-rils la mer 
cet hiver ? ce sont des choses a cclaircir pour notre ex- 
istence loin de la France ; non que nous ayons besoin 
des objets de premiere necessite en Egypte ; mais par- 
ce que les communications de mer sont precieuses dans 
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la sttuatioii ou nous serons dans quelques mois apres le 
retirement des eaux du Nil • £n&n> quand nous en serons 
la, nous verrons ce que les nouvelles de France nous 
apprendront. 

Tu sauras que j'ai lu les papiers publics jusqu'au 5 
M^ssidor. Louts Bonaparte, qui est reste malade ici, 
m'a tojours procuri les Gazettes qui sont arrivees par 
les avisos. Je vois avec peine que dans ce moment fa- 
vorable a une descente en Irlande, on ne s'en occupe 
pas en France ^ mais il y a encore trois mois propres a 
cctte tentative, on s'y decidera pcut-etre, 

J'ai trop a 6crire ici pour organiser les administra- 
tions du Lazareth, et des postes de la c6te, pour que je 
puisse faire un journal historique de ce qui se passe ici 
a tous ceux que je voudrois tenir instruits. Voici mon 
projct a ce sujet : je ferai cet historique assex succincte- 
ment, je te Tadresserai, douce amie, et tu le com- 
muniqueras a Teinier, gazettier. Ceci pourtant sani^ 
obligation, mais quand tu le jugeras convenable : 
quelquefois meme il est possible que je ne puisse te 
donner qu'un apper^u rapide dans une lettre, et tu le 
rapporteras de vive voix a nos amis, car les lettres dc 
Julien Fran9ois a sa douce amie ne doivent etre lues 
que par celle qui les inspire. 

O nia Julie, te voila encore une fois ^u moment dc 
renouyeller mon tltre de pere, et je suis loin de toi! 
Pardonne mlUe fois, pardonne rcloignement de ton 
amant, qui ne pourra soulager tes souiFrances dans un 
moment si penible et si doux pour toi. . Je connois le 
coeur de ma Julie \ si elle soufFre, ellc eprouve toujours 
un nouveau bonheur k donner a son epoux de nouveaux 
fruits de son amouf • Ah ! si du moins cette fois tes 
voeux sont remplis, ma chere et gentitle Cantille te 
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consolera de Tabsence de son pere. Si c*est un houveau 
gar9on, que le nom de Tell puisse nous rappeller la 
memoire de celui que nous avons perdu. 

II me tarde de savoir ta delivrancei n\ais il me tarde 
aussi de connoitre si tu me donnes une Camille* Baise« 
la mille fois pour sqn pere. Mais e'en est assez, mes 
yeuxy baignes de larmes sensibles et douces, me forcent 
de remettre la fin de cette lettre a un autre moment. 

t 

Ce 14 a midi — II y a dans ce monleilt quatorze vais- 
seaux Anglois en vue. On compte douze vaisseaux de 
ligne et deux fregates ; ces deux-ci sont venues a la 
portee du canon d'Alexandrie, mais elles ont vire de 
bord quand elles ont vu que notre escadre. n*y etoit pas» 
et cette escadre ennemie force de voiles pour se rendre 
au fiekier, port a trois lieues de cette villey ou est 
mouillee Tescadre Fran^aise, bien embossee, dit*on, et 
en etat de bien recevoir les Anglois. 

A 5 heures, nous voyons avec des portc-vucs distincte- 
ment Tescadre Anglaise, qui va mouiller au Bekier pour 
attaquer notre escadre. II est 5 heures et demie ; la 
canonnade commence ; et vers les 6 heures elle redouble. 
II est 7 heures ; la nuit se fait, et le feu redouble encore. 
A 7 heures et demie ; nous voyons Thorizon en£[ame» 
ce qui annonce Tincendie de quelque vaissoau, A 8 
heures et quart, la canonnade se ralentit ; enfin a 9 
heures, nous voyons le feii de Tiifcendie augmenter. 
A 9 heures et quelques rainytes, le vaisseau a saute. 
Quelle belle horreur, un ciel convert de feu ! 

La canonnade se ralentit a 9 heures et demie, dans 
ce moment on fait partir milie matelots et canonniers 
pour aller au JBekier par terre. II est xo heures, le feu 
ralenti, et la lune se leve a la droite du lieu ou vient de 
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s*elever I'explosion du vaisseau incendie. Les Ffftnfait 
sont ici tous en armes, et nous sommes tous dans la 
inaison du General Kleber, sur nos terrasses. On fiait 
partir des detachemcnts d'heure en heure, pour aller au 
Bekter renforcer les equipages de notre escadre. 

A minuit^ le feu qui n'a jamais cess6 recommence 
et redouble, il est clair que Tescadre Anglaise veut ou 
couler la notre ou sd faire couler. Nous brQlons de 
savoir des nouvelles, mais jusqu'a neuf heuresdu matin 
nous serons dans I'incertitude. 

A 3 heures du matin le feu redouble encore, II a dure 
une heure. A 6 heures le feu redouble encore. II part 
encore d*ici des matelots et des canonniers : il est 8 
heures, le feu n'a pas diminue. 

A midi il arrive un expres de Bekier. O fatale nuit, 
O fatale journ^e pour Thonneur Fran^ais! L'escadre 
est detruite. Sur treize vaisseau)^ et quatre fregates, 
deux fregates et deux vaisseaux Fran^ais ont mis a la 
voile et se sont sauves. Je pense qu'iis auront ete en 
prance vous porter celte triste nouvelle. 

^ais ici je m'arrete, ma chere Julie, pour calmer tes 
craintes. Les Anglais que les sottises de notre marine 
61event plus encore que leurs moyens, n'ont rien d'heu- 
reux a tenter contre nous* Les ports d'Alexandrie 
flanques de batteries et defendus par la nature, n'of- 
friroient que la honte et la mort a cet ennemi qui, je te 
le repete, n'est formidable que de Tignorance de notre 
marine. Imagine-toi que notre escadre etoit disposee 
pour etre battue par les Anglais trois ou quatre contre 
nn •; une pareille betise ne pouvoit echapper a un en- 
nemi qui fait de la mer son element. 

Une chose qui te paroitra etonnante, c'est qu'au mo- 
ment ou je t'ecris, trois jours aprcs cettefatale affaire, 
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noDs ignorons encore Tetftt r€€l des vaisseaux Anglais*; 
qui dit qu*ils en ont 4 i 5 de perdus, cm totalement hors 
d'etat <de mettre en mer, qui dit qu'ils n^ont que 536 
vaisseaux en €tat de faire route^^ mais je crains bien 
qu'ils ne retournent plus qu'ils ne sont Venus, c'est a 
dire, qu'ils avoient 14 vaisseaux auxquels ils joindront 
ceux qu'ils nous oi\t pris. Ce bruit-ni£me semble s'ac- 
crediter. 

Telle est cette malheureuse affaire : mais laissons en- 
core ces details facheux, et rassure-toi sur le sort de 
notre colonic. Nous sommes ici bien retranches par 
des batteries, et nous ne sommes mal que de ne pas 
recevoir des nouvelles de France, O ma Julie, qu'i! 
me seroit doux tons les 15 jours au moins d'avoir une 
de tes lettres ! 

On dit que Bonaparte laisse 'six mille hommes au 
Caire, qu'il y a retabli I'ancien gouverncment depos- 
sed6 par les Mamclbuks* Tu sens que c'est le moyen 
de se faire un ami puissant dans le pays. 

Nous attendpns chaqUe jour a le voir paroltre ici, 
car apres I'affaire de la flotte, it faut bien que Bonaparte 
soit quelque tems ici. Deja bien des gens pensent au 
voyage dans Tlnde, ceci me paroit eloignc encore, 
cependant tu sauras ce qui en sera par mes premieres 
lettres. 

La fregate qui alloit en France avec les depechcs de 
Marmont pour appeller sqp epotise ^ci, a ete, dit-on, 
prise ; dans ce cas le depart de cette charmante femme 
sera retarde, et en effet je vois de la folic d'appeller sa 
femme avant que les circonstances soient assises ici 
tl*une maniere invariable. Mais il appartient i Mar- 
mont de hater le voyage de son epouse ; quant a celui 
de ma Julie, aussitot qu'il sera possible de le deter- 
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miller, sois tranquille, ton epoux t'appdlera avec Tern- 
pressement de Tamant le plu3 passionnc. 

Je fenne cette l^re, car on m'assure qu'un capitaine 
part pour France, Puisse cette Icttrc te pvvcnir, douce 
amie, avec les baisers que je mets sur ces lignes pour 
toi et mes enfans. 

Amour pour la vie^ 

B. JuLiEM FsANfprs. 



aaaa 



TRANSLATION. 

Alexandria (12 Thermidor), 'Jufy 30/^. 

To ihefemah Citizen Blanc, Rue Helvetius, No. 667, 

at Paris, 

My dear Life^ 

1 WROTE to yoq about the middle of this month, I 
wa$ exceedingly i^neasy at not hearing from you ; biit 
now I know the reason : the English have taken the 
6rst advice boats that were dispatched from Toulon ; 
they were bringing me the first letters respecting all 
that is interesting to me on earth. Yes, your Julien 
Fran9ois had but one concern, that for your dear 
letters ; and those he is deprived of. 'Tis a sacrifice 
that has cost me dear,— but I add it with pleasure to 
all those which I have previously made to procure a 
decent competence for my Julia, and my children. 
Bonaparte took Cairo on the a2d of this month : !E 
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expected It; and, indeed, nothing less than this event was 
necessary to enable us to support the state of privation, 
^o which the interception of all communication by the 
Nile, Jiad reduced us. We shall now b^ supplied with 
rice and corn ; for the possession of Cairo will procure 
us provisions in abundance* 

The question now is, what the Grand Seignior will 
think of all this. And the English — will they keep 
the sea »this winter ? These are doubts, the solving of 
which is of the utmost importance to our existence in 
this remote country. Not that we are in want of ar- 
ticles of the first necessity in Egypt ; but that a free 
communication by sea is of the highest consequence, 
in the situation in which we shall find ourselves a few 
months hence, when the Nile is low — but enough, 
when that period arrives, we shall see what the news 
from France will say. 

I must inform you that I have read the public papers 
up to the 23d of June. Louis Bonaparte, who is de- 
tained here by sickness, has constantly procured me 
the Gazettes brought by our packets. I see with pain 
'that in this favourable moment for a descent on Ire- 
land,* nothing is thought of it in France ; but there 

* This expression strongly marks the restless nature of these 
people. Julien allows that the situation of the French army is 
extremely critical ; nay, that its existence depends on contin- 
gencies,— yet, with want of every kind staring him in the face, 
with a prospect of a new enemy in the Grand Seignior, and with 
' hatred and hostility kindling around him, his thoughts still turn 
^ on Invasions; aAd, in the very jaws of destruction himself, h» 
- is-as anxious as ever to extend its ravages to a distant nation \ . 

The calumniators of the Councils, as well as of the arms of 
their country, will not do amiss in taking notice of this and other 
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are Still three months proper for the atteidpt^ and it 
may yet, perhaps, be >made. 

I am too much engaged in organizing the admin!** 
stration of the Lazafetto/ and o( the positions along' 
the coast, to be able to compose an historical journaF 
of what passes here for each of those whom I Could 
wish to inform,— but I will tell you what has struck"^ 
me on the subject. I will draw up this journal as 
succinctly as possible ; 'I will then direct it, my love,' 
to you ; and you shall send it to the newspaper- writer 
Teinier. — This, however, I insist upon your doing, 
only when you yourself judge it not improper. It may 
sometimes happen that I shall be able to send you only 
a rapid sketch in a letter, — this you may report viva 
voce to our frienda, for the letters of Jiilien Franjfois 
to his love ought. qnly. to be seen by her who inspires' 
them. " , 

O my Julia! yoii are now once more on the point' 
of renewing my title of father, and I am far from you,— ^ 
pardon a thousand times, O pardon the absence of your 
fond friend, who cannot sooth your agonies in a mo- 
ment so painful yet dear to you.-^-I know the heart of 
my Julia: if she suffers, yet she experiences a new. 
sensation of happiness in giving her husband a new 

I * 

% * 

passages of a similar nature to be found in these letters. They 
will see in them the secret opinion of the French themselves 
(which, indeed, was fully justified by the event) on the ill con- 
duct of their own af&irs ; and they will be convinced (though 
we do not expect them to acknowledge it) that all wisdom, aad 
all vigour are not the exclusive possession of an enemy, who 
forwards an expedition only in the intervals of private feuds^ 
and sends it at last slowly prepared, .and ill concerted, to opea 
destruction. 
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pkdge of her love. Ah! if your prayers are this ttttid 
heardy a sweet little Camilla will console you for the 
absence of her father. If it shall prove ^ boy, may the 
name of Tell recall the memory of that which we h>st ! 
I long to hear of your safe delivery, but I also long to 
bea|: if you have given me a Camilla. Kiss her a thou* 
sscnd time9 for her father .i-rBut no more : my eyes suf* 
fusqd with tears of tenderness and deU^t, compel me 
to postpone the completion of my letter. 

♦ » . 

Noon^ August I St. Fourteen English vessels are this 
moment hove in sieht. We make them to be twelve 
sail of the line, ana two frigates : these last eame within 
cannon shot of Alexandria, but on ascertaining that our 
fleet was not m the harbour^ they stood off again im- 
mediately ; andi with the rest of the ships, are now 
making with a press of sail for Aboukir,-^a port about 
three leagues from this city, where the French fleet is 
at anchor, strongly moored, as they say here, and in a 
situatldn to give the English a good reqeption. 

Five o'clock. We discern the English fleet very 
clearly with our. glasses. It seems about to drop 
anchor at Abpukir, for the purpose .of attacking us. 
Half after five — The cannonade begins, and about 
SIX, increases. Seven — If is now prght, and the fire 
still increases. Half after seven — ^The whole horizon 
seems in flames ; this shews that a iship is on fire. 
Eight — The cannonade slackens a little. Nine — 
The flames augment. A little after nine — ^The vessel 
UfiWis up \ how tremendously beauniful ! a sky covered 
with fire ! 

* Half after nine — The cannonade slackens, and a 
thousand sailors are dispatched to Aboukir by land. 
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Tcn-^The naoon rises on the i;ight of the spot where 
the cxploMon took place. The French here arc ^1 
under arms. We are assembled at the house of Ge- 
neral Kleber, and on die terraces. Fresh detachfk^ents 
sue hourly ^ispatcibed to Aboukiri to reinforce the 
^Orews of oujT ships- 
Midnight -*^ The firing, which has never ic^fkWf 
^e^sed, recomniences with redoubled fury. It is ert-. 
dent that the English are determined to »nk of be 
sunk.* We burn to know what has happened, but 
we s^all be k^t in suspense- till nine in the morn- 
ing. 

Three o'clock — The firing, increases in violence. 
It has now continued an hour* Six-r-The firing stUl 
increases,' more sailors and cannoneers are sending oflf^ 
It is now tigHf and the firing ia as brisk as^eyer. 

Noon — An. express is arrived from Aboukir. O 
fatal night ! O fatal action for the honotr of France I 
the fleet is destroyed. Of thirteen sail of the line, ^nd 
four frigatea, two only of ead^ haive made their escape. 
They are sailed fog France,, to c^rry yOu^ I imagjihe^ 
this dreadful news., r * 

Here, howler, I break Q^y ^ dear Julia^ for lh« 
purpose of calming your apprehensions. The English, 
whom the stupidity of our marine contributes to raise 
more than their own exertions, have no prospect of 



* We knoyr, not how Julico will settle this matter with the 
Morniqg Chronicle,*— <^ What can the English do?" says that 
patriotic papery>^<< they are so disgraced that it will require 
no efforts to ^sarm them»: any puoy whip&ter niayM^t their 
swords"!! J 
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success in attempting any thing against us. The ports 
of Alexandria, flanked by batteries, and defended by 
nature, c^er nothing but disgrace and death to an ene- 
my who, I must again repeat it, are only formidable 
through the ignorance of our ' marine ! imagine our 
fleet in a position which allowed the English to fight 
them three or four to one 1 a piece of stupidity like 
this * could not escape an enemy who has made the sea 
his peculiar element. 

It will appear very surprising to you, that at the 
moment of writing this (three days after the fatal af- 
fair) we should still be totally ignorant of the real state 
of the English vessels. Some say that four or five 
of them are lost, or, at least, incapable of keeping 
the sea ; while others insist that they have but five or 
six in all, in a state of service,-^but I am very ap- 
prehensive that they will return with more than they 
came,<~and, I am sorry to observe, that this idea is 
gaining ground. 

Such is this unfortunate event : but let us have done 
with these melancholy details ; and do you still consolt 
yourself with respect to the fate of our colony. We 
are here well intrenched, and have little to complain 

* Observe that this philippic on the stupidity of his van- 
quished countrymen comes from the man who had said just 
before, — " Our ^eet is at anchor strongly moored, and, as they 
say here, in a sfTUATiON to give the English a good 
Reception." 

Such is the foresight impudently arrogated in defiance of a 
recorded opinion, a moment after the event had shewn that the 
fleet might be insulted wifh impunity ! When shall we learn to 
distinguish the passionate starts of these people from sound po- 
litics^ and prize their judgment at its true worth I 
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of but the want of intelligence from France. O Julia f 
how happy would it make me to receive a letter from 
you at least once a fortnight ! 

'We are told that BonapsfrVe has left six thousand men 
at Cairo, where he has re-established the ancient go* 
vernment, which was subverted by the Mameloucs. 
You will allow that this is the way to procure us a 
powerful friend in the country. 

We expect him here every day, for in consequence 
of our defeat, his presence for some time at Alexandria 
is indispensable, ^any people are already speculating 
on the expedition to India ; this appears to me, how- 
ever, to be rather a distant object,— at any rate, you 
shall know our destination in my next. 

The frigate which was going to France with dis- 
patches from Marmont *, in which he had sent for his 
wife, was taken, I hear. In that case, the departure of 
this charming woman will be delayed ; and, to say the 
truth, I do not see much' wisdom in sending for one's 
wife, before things are a little better settled. This, 
however, is Marmont*s concern. — For you, Julia, be 
tranquil ; the firsf moment your coming can be deter- 
mined on with propriety, your husband will summon 
you to him with all the ardour of the most impassioned 
lovel". 

* Marmoiit is a young n)an of family and fortune. We do 
not know what post he holds in the army, but as he is said 
to be a particular favourite of Bonaparte, it is probably an ho* 
nourable and a lucrative one. His wife, of whom Julien speaks 
just below, is a daughter of 'Pcrregaux the banker; wc believe, 
an only one. They were married but a short time before the 
expedition took place. 

Part II. G 
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I am obligiMi to fold up my letter, for they tell 
me that a vessel is on the point of sailing for France. 
May it reach you in safety, Julia, with the kisses 
which I have imprinted on every line for you, and 
my children ! 

Ever yours, 

B. JuLiEN Francois. 
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Alexandrtif /f 13 Thermtdory an 6. 

Le p£R]$ a /^ Cttoyenne Le Pere, rf^/i/n Fauxhourg 
Hon$re, No. io2, ^r?j ••♦ <? Ptfm. 

J £ crains beaucoup, ma chere maman, que ma demiere 
ne vous soit pas parvenue. J'aime cependant i en 
douter encore. Nous apprenons souvent que nos d6«- 
peches sont interceptees par les Anglais, et le courier 
qui vous portoit ma demiere ne sera peuUetre pas arrivi 
a Toulon. 

Je vous mandois notre bonne arrivee a Alexandrie 
apres I'heureuse expedition de Malte, en quinze jours 
de traversee. Je vous donnois quelques details sur la 
prise de la celebre et bien triste Alexandrie; j'avois 
insere une notice que je vous priois de communiquer 
a nos amis, et de faire passer a St. Germain ; enfin, si 
tout cela ne vous est pas parvenu, les Gazettes vous en 
auront dedommage. 

Le General en Chef est parti le 23' Mcssidor, 

. d 'Alexandrie, et ce n'est qu'hier que nous avons refu 
de ses nouvelles et de celles de Tarmee. Toutes les 
communications par le Nil et par le Desert etanf 
interceptees par les Arabes, nous commencions a Strc 
inquiets quand nous avons enfin re(pBt la nouvelle de 
la prise du Caire> et de tout ce qui s'en est suivir 

Ga 
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Graticn est a Rosette, ct j'cspere allcr Ic joindrc sous 
peu de joursy ct le prendre pour ' nous rendre au 
- Caire. Hyacinthe est toujours avec moi/ mais il 
seroit possible qu 11 nous quittat, si il obtient, commc 
nous le desirons, un emploi plus sortable dans les ad- 
ministrations militaires. II est inscrit et bien rccom- 
mande. 

Nous nous por^ons tous fort bieri, et si nous n'etions 
pas prives du sommeil a cause des miUe et une especcs 
d'insecteis qui nous devofeiit, nous, nous trouverions 
assez hen'reux au milieu de tous les embarras et dc 
toutes les privations que vous pouvez facilement nous 
6upposer. Nous sommes d'ailleurs fort occupes pour 
le plan d'AleXandrie, et jd*autres objets qui tiennent 
dte pres a notre surete et a notre existence. Nous 
n'avons toujours point d'organisation, et j'entrevois que 
110119 formerons (a nous quinze ingenieurs) trois bri- 
gades^ dont les cjtoyens Girard, Bodard, et moi serons 
l€$ chefs. Une brigade reste attachee au port d' Alex- 
andrie» et'les deux autres seront chargees des projets 
relatifs au Nil, et a sa jonction a la Mer Rouge. J'aurai 
quelques droits comme ancien d'age et de grade, de 
choisir Topiration la plus marquante. 

Nous vivons fort mal, et il nous en coute fort cher, 
guoic[ue noiis ayons des ratio^is : a cela pres, rien ne 
nous Surprend, car nous savons etre encore dans le 
desert de TEgypte a Alexandrie, et que ce n'est qu'cn 
nous rapprochant du Nil et passant dans le Delta qua 
nous trouverons un pays rlche de culture, et tres-abon- 
dant en denrees de toutes especes ! 

Je vais inserer quelque^ details dans une liste que vous 
trouverez incluse, je vous prie de la communiquer a nos 
ainis, et de la faire passer a Saint GermaiQ. 
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Mille choses de la part des trois freres a tous fios atnl$ 
Ct connoissaQces. 

Hyacinthe ecrit a Mr. Boursier qui Sans doute, voui 
(^omtnUiiiquera les details et nouvelles qu*il lui donne. 

Adieu y bonne mere, nous Vou$ embfassons de tout 
notre coeur. 

Le P£Rt. 

JP. S. Voila bien trois ihoistl*unc entiere separatidn, 
ma chere maman, puisque nous n*avons pas mdme le 
plaisir de penser que nos lettres vous soient parvenues^ 
et qu*il ne nous en est point artive de vous. Nous 
ncAis plaisons a croire que vous etes plus heureuse que 
nous ; car independamment de la misere d^argent^ nous 
avons aussi a supporter celle du peu de ressoufces du 
pay's surcharge de plusieurs miiliers de bouches. Mais 
le defaut de nourrttufe n'est pas ^nCore ce qui nou^ 
tnanque le plus particulierement ; nous ne reposons 
pasy et les insectes de toutes especes ajoutent a nbs 
sduflfrances. Notr6 zele ne se refroidit cependant pas 
de tant de mal-aise. Nous atteadons Tordre pour aller 
au Caire. Gratien est depuis quinze jours distatit de 
nous de dix lieues^ et dans Un pays moins ruin£« 

Vous apprendrez avec plaisir les succ6s de nos armees 
dans ce pays-ci. Le Pere vous fait une longue cir* 
culaire et moi j'en adresse une a Monsieur le Boursier. 

Adieu, ma chere liiatnan, je vous embrasse de tout 
mon coeuh 

P. S. 18 Thermidor. 

Je md dispense de vous donner les details pfomis de 
DOS succes. La defaite de notre escadre dans Taffreux 
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coti)bat du 13® au J4% est un revers qui nous laisse ici 
comme des enfans pcrdus pour la mere patrie. II n'y 
a que la paix qui puisse nous rattacher a elle ; nuiis 
comlbien* cet incomparable succes va relever les pre- 
tejjitiops des Anglais I nous ayons Tame, navree mais 
le courage et Bonaparte nous restent. 

Je vo^sdonnerois des details, si je ne craignois que 
ma' lettre etant ouverte, ils ne devinssent un obstacle 
a sa bonne arrivee. L^ prudence peut vouloir cette 
mesure. 
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Alexandria J {11 Thtrmidor), July 3U/. 

Le Pere to the female Citizen JLb Pere, Rue du Faux^ 
bourgh Honore, No, 102, near [illegible) at Paris. 

I AM very ixiuch afraid, my dear mother, that my last 
never reached you ; though I cannot yet persuade my- 
self to resign all hopes of it. We learn that our dis- 
patches are frequently intercepted by the English^ and 
the courier who took charge of my letter, never, per- 
haps, arrived at Toulon. 

I gave you an. account in it of our safe arrival af 
Alexandria, in sixteen. days after our fortunate ex- 
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pedition iigsdnst Mtlt». I added some details on the 
capture of tfiis famoos^ and most miserable city; and 
ZAcndofsed* a note -which' I desired you to send to 
St. Gemainy after cdmmunicating 'its contents to 
oar i friends. If nothing df this has reached you, I 
can only hope that the Gazettes have made up for the 
loss;. .' . • 

• The Cenunaftider inf Chief left this place on the tith 
instant, and it Was- •only yett^ay that we heard from 
bim« All the conimtinications by the Nile and the 
Desert being completely cut off by the Arabs, we were 
beginning to gmw very uneasy, when we received/ at 
last, the news of the capture of Cairo, and the subse- 
quent movements of the army. Gratien • is at .Rq- 
5etta, where I hope to join him in a few days, and to 
take him with' me to Cairo. Hyacinth is still with 
me ; but there is a probability of his quitting us, if he 
obtains (as we all wish he may) a more suitable place 
in the military administration.— He is down for it, and 
is well recommended. 

We are all Jn good health ; and, if we were not de- 
prived of sleep by innumerable species of insects which 
devour us alive, we should find ourselves tolerably 
happy amidst all the embarrassments, and all the pri- 
vations, to which you may easily conclude we are ex- 
posed. We ar^, besides, fully occupied in fortifying 
Alexandria, and on other objects which have an im- 
mediate reference to our security ; and, indeed, our 
existence. 



* Gratien, and Hyacinth mentioned jast. below, appear to be 
Lc Perc's brothers. 
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Nothing is yet arranged.; but I. already dtvis^'that 
we (myself and the fourteen: engtnoers wJho.ore here) 
shall form three brigades; of which ][• shall. codimanH 
one, and Citizens Girard. and/Bddard the jotfaer -two; 
One brigade will remain attachedto the poilt of .Akx-^ 
andria, the others will be charged with the eHoau* 
tion of the projects relative to the Nile, and to its 
junction* with thd Red Sea. ^I-^hall have 86me pre- 
tensions, both as the oldest man^'and the oldest .officer^ 
to choose what I may conceive, to be the ntiost striking 
service* ..... 

We live extremely ill, and in spite of the army aU 
lowance, are at a considerable expenoe. With (his 
exception, we arc prepared for every thing ; for. we 
know that we are still in the desert of Egypjt at 
Alexandria, and that 'tis only in approachti^ -the 
Nile, and entering the Delta, we can find a country 
rich in cultivation, and abounding in wealth of all 
kinds 1 1 

I intend to draw up a short account of our trans- 
actions,- and inclose it in the present letter. You wiH 
have the goodness to communicate it to our friends, aUd 
then transmit it to St Germain. 

A thousand kind things from all three of us to 
our friends and acquaintances. Hyacinth is ^yriting. 
to M. Boursier, who will doubtless .cpmmynicate to 
you the details and news which he sends him. 



• See ihelNTtiotiucTioN. 

t We have already remarked in the First Part of this Cor- 
refipondence (p. i ao.) on the absurd ideas of the Ffench.at Alex* 
sisdria, respecting .the resources of the Delta. 
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^ AdieOi dear mother ; we embrace ydu with all our 
hearts. •'-•*.:.• 

•■ i- '- •' » ' '' Le PiRfe, 



> ♦ 



P. S.* Here then, are more than three months, my 
dear mother, t)f total separation ! since we have hot 
cvfen the' satisfaction of thinking that any of our letter's 
have reached you ; and not one of yours has reached lis. 
We please ourselves with fancying that you are happier 
than we are : for independently of the want of money, 
we have also to support that of the few resources of a 
country overcharged with many thousands of moiiths. 
Nor is this our greatest evil r we cin take no repose ; 
and insects of all kinds add to our sufferings. Our zeal, 
however, is not cooled by this accumulation of misery. 
We expect an order to proceed to Cairo. Gratien has 
i^en from us a fortnight. He is at Rosetta, about 
ten leagues from hence, and in a country somewhat 
less wretched. 

You will hear with pleasure of the success of the 
army. Le Fere is writing you a long circulatory letter, 
and I am preparing one for Monsieur le Boursier. 

Adieu, my dear mother*; I embrace you with all my 
heart. 

P. S. August the 5th. Excuse me from giyingyou 
the promised ** account" of our successes. The defeat 
of our fleet in the dreadful action of the ist in&tant, is a 
calamity which leaves us here as children, totally lost 
to the mother country. Nothing but peace cam 

• This postscript seems to be added by Hyacinth : in tliat 
which follows Lc Pcre resumes the pen. 
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SESTORS USTO H^R. But» gracii)u$ heaVens! b^w 
much will this incomparable victory raise the pre* 
tensions of the English ! we are all pierced to the soul 
by ity but courage and Bonaparte still remain. 

I would give you some details of the engagement, 
were I not afraid that, as my letter is open^ they, 
might prevent its ever reachii^ you.. It is best, there- 
fore, to be silent. 



> 1 
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No. IX. 



Alexandriey le i8 ThermtJor, an 6. 

Le Pere au Citoyen Beytz, Reprisentant du Peuple au 
' Conseil des Cinq CentSj a Paris* 

J 'ignore, citoyen et anji, si mcs precedent es vous 
serons {>arvenues ; j'en doute, parceque j'ai de$ raisons 
d'endouter. 

Jusqu'aLors les nouvelles ont ete excellentes, aiijour-t 
d'faui c'est le revers de la medaille que je vous presente* 
Nos succes sont constants sur terre, tant que Bonaparte 
les prganise, et nous esper ons toujours le conserver ; 
mai3 sa tete et sa fortune n'accompagiK)ient plus notre 
escadre. Affligez-^vous avec moi en lisant ces details. 

Depuis la prise du Caire notre sort s'amelioroit scnis 
tons les rapports. Le nombre de nos partisans grossis- 
soit, et notre securite etoit fondee ; maisles Angldis, ces 
fiers ennemis, enrages sans doute de notre succes, et.d« 
nous avoir manque partout, ne pouvoient plus douter de 
notre presence ici^ paroissent le 13 devant Alexandrie, 
lis marchent sur Aboukir, petit port distant de quatm 
Jieues a Test, ou nqtre escadre etoit mouillee en lignc 
de bataille> et soi-disant embossee. 

lis connoissoient t^qp Men notre position, et leur con- 
duite va le prouver. Les Anglois toujours a la voile, 
fondent sur Talle droite de Tescadre, coupent la ligiie, 
se portent plusieurs sur chacun de nos vaisseaux^ les 
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ecrasent toui'-^-tour) sans que ces vatsseaiix^ paralyses 
par Tancrage, puissent manoeuvrer pour se secourir mu- 
tuellement. 

Le 13 a six heures da soir^ Vaction s'engage, le feii 
devient terrible, et le combat sanglant ; il dure jusqu'a 
trois heures, reprend a cinq, et cesse a netif. Les An- 
gl6is^ fort maltraites d'ailleurs, sont maitres du champ 
de bataille, et des debris de notre escadre. Nos vais- 
deaux! successivement deniates, echoues, cribl^s, et 
ecrases, en6n plus oil moins, deviennent la proie de 
nos ennemis. Deux de nos vaisseaux et deux fregates 
seujement trouvent letir saliit dans la fuite, et VOnf pttr- 
ter en France peut-etre, la bien triste nouvelle de cette 
defaite, dont il est peu d'exemple, et dont PefFet doit 
nous 8tre plus sensible encore ici qu'a la mete patrie. 

Trois heures apres que Taction fut engagee, le feu 
prit malh^ureusement a-bord deTOrient, et nous euikies 
ici TaiFreux spectacle d'un vaisseau ehibrase ; il brufta 
pres d'une heure, et une'explosion terrible k (it dh-*^ 
paroltre. Nous ignorions, a la verite, que ce -ffit un 
vaisseau Fran9ois, et le vaisseau amiral ! Je n'ose pas 
dire ce qu'il a peri de monde avec TAmiral, et beaucoup 
d'offiders distingues. 

JjRs. Anglois avoient quatorze vaisseaux et un seul 
brick, sans fregates. Nous avions treize vaisiseanxy 
qiiatre fregates, et quelques petits batimens. Notre po- 
sition eut infalliblement double nos forces, si noud 
eussions ete plus pres de ter re, plus serres en ligne de 
bataille pour ne pas etre coup6s, et si nous eussions ete 
veritablement embosses ; niais, mais,^ — que de mais P 

II faut cependant rendre hommage au couragie de nos 
marins, qui se sont battus comme des lions. 

Le General Bonaparte 6t6it au Gaire>et ia tete et Stif 
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fiMlune n'etotent plus compagnes de Tescadre. II sera 
d'autant plus afflige de cette catastrophe, que cette af- 
faire ne se fiit pas engagee, si TAmiral avoit ete plus 
ardent a remplir ses intentions, qui etoit de faire entrer 
I'escadre dans le port d'Alexandrie (ou sont tous les ba- 
timeos de convoi) aussitot que les passes auroient ete 
bien connuesy et elles se trouvoient determinees depuis 
quinze jours ; mais, dit-on, des speculations d'orgueil 
s'opposoient a ce qu*ii entrat dans Alexandrie ; et voila 
comme de malheureuses considerations allument un ter- 
rible incendie ! 

Puissent les Anglois, occupes a se reparer pour re* 
mettre a la voile, s'en retourncr a Gibraltar, *ct ne rien 
tenter, soit ici, soit a Malthe, soit ailleurs ! 

Nous autres gens-de-terre, nous ne perdons cepen- 
dant pas courage, et notre confiance est sans bornes 
dans Bonaparte. 

Mes amities et respects a Madame, aux dames de 
Gand, et a votre societ6. 

MiUechosesamicalesa votre collegue d'Ostende (dont 
le nom m'echappe, et aux Cito/ens Hopsomere et Meyer, 

Ma sante est bonne, et je suis fort occupe. J'es- 
' pere me rendre a Rosette et au Caire incessament. Je 
vous ecris ^ la hate pour proiiter d'un aviso qui va 
partir. 

Le Pere. 
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TRANSLATION. 

Alexandria J (i% Thermtdor) August ^th, 

Le Pere, to Citizen Beytz, Representative of the 
People, in the Council of Five Hundred^ 

I KNOW not, Citizen and Friend, whether my former 
letters have reached you ; I am inclined to think they 
have noty and this for several reasons. 

Hitherto the news which I have had to send you has 
been excellent : to-day it is my fate to present you with the 
reverse of the medal. Our success by land is invariable, 
and while we have Bonaparte to organize it, I flatter 
myself that it will always continue so ; but his judgment 
and his fortune no longer influence and direct oi|r fleet. 
Weep with me, while you peruse the melancholy detail. 

Ever since the capture of Cairo, our condition had 
been improving in every respect.* The number of our 

• This a mere gratis dictum. The famous battle of the Pyra- 
mids (as it is modestly called by <* the Hero of Italy") was 
fought on the 21st of July. Cairo was entered on the iid, and 
Bonaparte's dispatches are dated on the 23d. It did not pro- 
bably take less than five or six days to bring the news to Alex^. 
andria ; but we are, luckily, not left to conjecture in the busi- 
ness : having the authority of the writer himself (see the preced- 
ing letter) for saying that the news of the capture of Cairo 
reached Alexandria on the 30th* Now, the engagement off 
Aboukir took place on the night of the 31st, which leaves just 
one day for the ameliorations so sensibly felt by Le Pere ! And 
thus it is that Frenchmen deceive themselves and the worldl 
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partlzans was incr easing, and our security becoming 
more and more assured ; but the English,* those high 
spirited enemies, frantic at having missed us every* 
where, and become certain at length, of findiiig us 
here, appeared off Alexandria, on the 31st ult, .They 
made sail for Aboukir, a kin ^ of port about four leagues 
to the east of the city, where our fleet was at anchor^ 
and, as it flattered itself, strongly moored. 

The English were but too well acquainted with our 
situation, as their conduct sufficiently proves. With 
their fleet still under sail, they fell upon the right di- 
vision of our squadron, broke the line (several of their 
vessels falling upon each of ours) and entirely demo- 
lished it, before any of the other ships, rendered useless 
by their being at anchor, could move to its assistance. 

The action began at six in the evening ; the fire was 
terrible, and the action bloody. It lasted till three in 



• Our enemies seem to take a barbarous pleasure in mortify- 
ing the Morning Chronicle, and in disclaiming, by anticipation, 
the sacrifice it is so forward to make of English courage at the 
shrineof Falsehood and of France. "TheoisCRACED English,'* 
says that paper, ** feared to look Bonaparte in The 
FACE." " The HiGH-spmiTED English," says Le P^re, 

'' FRANTIC AT HAVING MISSED HIM, AND BECOME CERTAIN 

OF FINDING us HERE, appeared," &c. 

We hope this will prove a lesson to the M. C. and induce it 
in future — not to do its country justice, this we cannot hope,— 
but to be silent, when from the absurd and shameless nature of 
its LIES, it must be manifest toaH the world, that the French will 
be compelled to reject them, with a blush at such unskilful at- 
tempts to serve them. This is not the first time that they have 
been driven to exclaim of the Morning Chronicle and its coad^* 
jutors, • 

.•.«....i.i.^ Pol I occidistis, amict,*- 
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the morning, ceased for a short time, began again at 
fivei and finally terminated at nine. The English, 
though gjDeatly disabled, are masters of the field of battle, 
ajid of the wrecks of bur fleet. Our ships successively 
dismasted, crippled, and more or less torn to pieces, are 
become the prey of our enemies ; two sari of the line 
only, and two frigates, have found their safety in flight, 
and are gone, perhaps, to France, to carry the most me- 
lancholy intelligence of a defeat, of which there are few 
examples, and of which the effects will be m^re sensibly 
felt here, than in the mother country* 

Three hours after the action commenced, the TOrient 
unfoftunately took fire ; and we had from this place the 
dreadful spectacle of a ship in flames ; it burnt for near 
an hour, and then disappeared with a tremendous ex* 
plosion. We w$re ignorant at the thne, indeed, that it 
Wa^ ^ French ship, especially^ the j3ag one. I want 
courage to tell you how many brave men perished, and 
how many distinguished officers. 

The English had only fourteen sail of the Une, and ^ 
brig ; we had thirteen sail of the line, four frigates, and 
a few gun-boats. Our position would have infallibly 
doubled our strength, if we had been a little nearer the 
shore, formed in a closer line of battle, so as not to be 
broken, and realty and truly moored \ but, but,«-ah 1 
how many bu^s I 

f I must, h,owever, do justice to the courage of our sea* 
inen, who fought like lions. 

General Bonaparte was at Cairo, and his judgment; 
and his fortune ""^ were no longer companions of the fleet. 

* This'is the second time, in this letter, that those words bavc> 
occurred. To talk oC tjie " judgment" of Bonaparte in a naval 
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He will be so much the more afflicted at this catastrophe^ 
as it could not have taken place^ if the Admiral had been 
more anxious to Execute his plans, which were to carry 
all the ships into the Port of Alexandria (where the 
transports, &c. already were), as soon as the channels 
should be properly surveyed, and that had now been 

engagement is almost too ridiculous for a Frenchman. What his 
<< fortune" might have done, we know not ; but if we are allowed 
to say what we think on the subject, we shall just observe, 
that thou j;h it would not have delayed the victory a single mOi> 
ment, yet if the General had been present, and either fallen like 
the ill-fated Brueys, or been blown up like the innocent hostages 
(Part I. p. 193), it ** might have been truly salutary to the 
army, which, by a speedy surrender, would have probably res* 
cued itself from the lingering but inevitable destruction to which 
his ** judgment and his fortune," or, to call things by their true 
names, his perfidy and his cruelty have destined it I 

But did Le P8re continue to think thus highly of the General f 
We fancy not. A letter, which there is every reason to believe 
authentic, but of which we certainly do not possess the original, 
lias been transmitted to one of the most respectable Journals on 
the Continent, the Journal de Fxancfort^ and inserted in its 332^ 
Number. It is from Le P8re to the same Beytz, to whom 
our letter is addressed, but is of a later date (10 Fructidor, Au- 
gust 27« ) 9 ^i^d contains, besides a recapitulation of what we have 
given above^ several additional circumstances, highly worthy of 
a place in this collection. 

'< Amidst a variety of distressing accidents ; daily reduced in 
our numbers )>y trifling checks, or rather by multiplied assassi- 
nations, constantly on the alarm amongst a people heed- 
less of the blessings of liberty, and whose ignorant superstition 
menaces us without ceasing ; obliged to take all those precau- 
tions which are rendered necessary by an invasion, for which the 

• 

• way has not been smoothed before hand 5 and reduced to a scar- 
city of food, which can only be extorted from the natives by dint 

Part II. H 



9* COPIES o^ 

done near a fortnight. Speculations oJF pride, it is wMi . 
pered, prevented this from being done ; and thus it i^ 
that mean and selfish considerations produce the most 
terrible calannities. 

Would to Heaven that the English^ fully occupied 
vrith the repair of their fleet, may return immediately 

of money ; we still flattered ourselves with the hopes of a fa« 
Voumble change, when the disastrous business of the ist of Au- 
gust came to overwhelm, to annihilate^ and to mark our future 
fortune, with the image of all the furies which are destined to 
pin'sue us. 

** Brueys, who fell like a hero, is become the scape-'goat, and 
will be obliged to carry off all the blame. It is said by many well- 
informed people, that he wished to sail immediately after the de- 
barkation of the tt^ops, bilt that Bonaparte objected to it; and, 
indeed, it is not easy to conceive why the General should obsti- 
nately persist in compelling our fleet (which consisted at that 
very time of fifteen sail of the line, twelve frigates, and a largo 
galley) to hide itself in the port of Alexandria, When it was 
highly capable, if not of beating the English, yet certainly of con- 
testing the day with them ; and, at all events, was sufficiently 
strong to return to Toulon, to protect tlie sailing of the second 
expedition. 

" What will become of us now, that we have the mortification 
of being blocked up by three sail of th^ line and three frigates, 
which take all our advice boats before our face, and deprivte us 
of all news and all succour. In vain do they attempt to fool us 
on this head, with pretending that we shall be relieved, as so^n 
as the forces which we liave at Corfou, Malta, and Toulon, have 
joined. Children may be aroused with such trifling j but we arc- 
not quite simple enough to believe that Admiral Nelson will per- 
mit this junction to be effected. 

" The General has fortified Damietta, and several other im- 
portant posts ', he has also detached Desaix into the Said, after 
^orad Bey. We ought to believe that Bonaparte has no in« 
rentton of precipitating pur late, by thus extending and dividing 
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to Gibraltar, without making any attempts on these seas, 
either at Malta or elsewhere. 

We who compose the land forces, however, still keep 
up our courage ; our confidence in Bonaparte is un- 
bounded. 

My best respects to your wife, to the ladies De Gand, 
and to your little society. 

A thousand friendly things to your colleague from 
Ostend (I forget his name), and to the Citizens Hop- 
somere and Meyer. 

My health is good, and t have my hands full of bu* 
siness. I hope to leave this place almost immediately 
for Rosetta and Cairo. I write in haste that I may be 
in time for the packet, which is on the point of sailing. 

Lb P£RE. 

• 

his army : but, I repeat it, without succours from Prance, our 
future condition will be most miserable. We are enervated by the 
climate, and tormented and harrassed to death by insects. Our 
army is consumed by sickness and continual losses. Many of 
our detachments of cavalry have already disappeared. Since the 
last victims which I named to you, we have lost the Commissary 
Jaubert, Peyres, and Renard. Such is our situation, whidi, 
considering the rooted hatred of the Egyptians, and the never-- 
ending hostility of the Arabs, I must look on as the second vo- 
lume of our ancient crusades, if the English persist in their int^* 
ceptions. And, good Heavens I who knows but the Turks will 
also declare war against us !" 



Ha 
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TRANSLATION 

Of the Extracts from General BoK apart e's Letter 10 
his Brother. See the Fac Simile y No. i. 

m 

Cairo (7 ThermiJor), July 2%th. 

To Citizen Joseph Bonaparte, Deputy to the Council 

of Five Hundred J at Paris. 

You will see in the public papers the relation of the 
battles, and of the conquest of Egypt, which has been< 
sufficiently disputed to add another leaf to the military 
glory of this army. Egypt is the richest country in the 
world, in wheat, rice, pulse, and cattle. Barbarism is at 
fts height. There is no money in the country;* 

NO, not even to pay the troops. I THINK OF 

BEING IN France in two months — * — 

• There is no moket ik the countkt! It is worth oh* 
arvation, that this sentence was written the very day after Bona- 
parte hfid declared in his official letters, to all Europe that on 
the bodies of the two thousand Mameloucs, who fell in the 
** battle of the Pyramids," his soldiers had found 20,000,000 
livres in specie! 1 1 . (First Part, p. 64.) 

But this is not all,~it appears from the next line that Egypt 
was expected to furnish money for the troops. This is a pre- 
cious circumstance, and affords matter for deep reflection. 
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Take ]four measures so that I may have a country 
seat at my arrival, either in the neighbourhood of Paris, 
or in Burgundy : I reckon on passing the winter 

THERE — — r— . — 



Bonaparte left France, perhaps, without a single day's pay for 
hi>army. The plunder of Malta, except a few ingots whith 
were distributed amongst the merchants of Alexandria, with a 
view of being speedily reclatmed, was on board the UOrient ; and 
'with the expected' treasures of Cairo, and the grand caravan, 
was, undoubtiedly, destined to swell the private fortunes of the 
General and his confidents : while the troops were to be left as 
\ti Swabia, and Firanconia, and Brabant, and Holland, and Italy, 
and Swisserland, to support themselves by wresting from the 
inhabitants, who are thus, in mockery, made <*£ree, and pros- 
perous, and happy,*' the miserable reliques of the rapacity of th6 
officers,' and the agents of Government ! ' 



If the reader, has noticed the Introduction to the First Part of 
this« Co^espofidence, he has seen d^il we unequivocally de* 
tlioed insCsTtingsuchof Bonaparte'^ lettersi ^» from tl^ir oatuie 
didnot materially interest the Puhlic. One semeoce, iiide^ we 
i^Qoted (Introducf . p. xvii«) from the letter before us-; and hen 
we should have rested, had not the French (see the Decade Phikf- 
sophique. No. 12.) made' an ungenerous use of our reserve, and 
insinuated that we had no authority for the passage in question, 
because we forbore to produce the letter of which it made apart* 
** Q^ant a Bonaparte,'* say the French critics (speaking of what 
was advanced in the Introduction respecting the plan of getting 
rid of the Italian army) ** il s'est pr6>^ d ce petit arrangement en 
se proposant d'abandonner au premier instant ses camarades, 
four reventr passer I' Atver en Bourgogne/* This is quoted with a 
triumphant sneer, as a fabrication, perhaps, of the English 
editors', too atrocious to be attributed to a person of Bonaparte's 
well known justice and humanity. Good I we have now given 
an extract from one of the General's letters, in which the ob« 
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nosious expressbn occiirs twice in the compass of a few Itnes ; 
the atrociousnessy therefore, (if there be any, which we are not 
inclined to deny) must be transferred elsewhere. 

Now we are on this subject, we shall take the opportunity of 
making a short remark. 

When the First Part of this Correspondence was committed 
to the press, no particular pains were taken to establish its au- 
thenticity. It certainly did not enter into our contemplation, 
that any description of persons could be weak or wicked enough 
to deny, what was so incontestably proved by internal evidence, 
(to say nothing of the Original Letters having been always open 
to inspection), and the event has proved, that any explanation on 
our part, would have been altogetlier a w^rk of supererogation,-^ 
for, except the Morning Chronicle which " has taken a retain* 
SOS ^^^»" ^^ ^'^y s^rdily whatever compromises the (lonour of 
France, and tl^e editors of the Decade Pliilosophique, who 
}imit their doubts to the single passage we. have meixtioned, 
doubts which they will npw wish, perhaps, they had either not 
entertained, or not expressed;; we know of no one that ha^ 
called the authenticity of the Letters in question. Should there, 
however, be such a person, we will once for all, solemnly assure 
him, that we have given them in all and every part precisely as 
they came from' the hands of the original writers,, without the 
alteration, or addition of a single syllable, and-with merely such 
occasional omissions as we have already mentioned, and as a 
ycgard for the delicacy of our readers seemed to render in^iu 
pensable. 
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' Au Grand Caircy k i% Ihermtdor. 

SuCY, C&mmissaire Ordonnateury au Citoyen Joseph 

Bonaparte^ d Parh.^ 

iVliLLE occupations, mon cher Joseph, m'ont em- 
peche de voui donner jusqu'a present de mcs nouvelles 
et decelles du General ; j'ai su d'ailleurs que vous en 
aviez regulierement. ]Lres fatigues 4^ la dernie re marche 
Tont bien un peu eprouve, mais 11 les a supportees, je 
vous assure, mieux: que tout autre. Avec lui seul 
Tarmee pouvoit surmonter les obstacles sans nombre 
qii'elle a rencontres, et que Ton ne pouvoit pr6voir 
d^apres les renseignements fournis. 

II y a beaucoup a! esp6rer de ce pars, mais il est d6s 
succfes auxquels le tems doit concourir, Je dicte, ne 
pouvant encore me sevvir de ma main. On augure 
bien de ma blessure. Ma peine est de i^e pouvoif etre 
utile a votre frere, comme je le desirerais. Nous 
sommes dans Tattente des nouvelles de Paris : il y a bien 
des cvenements qui pourroient modifier notre position ; 
cette attente est toujou^s pehible. 

Mes hommages i vos dames ; le citoyen Hasselavere 
se porte fort bienj^ \l est employe ici dans Tadmini- 
stration des biens des Matnelouks. Adiejii conservez* 
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moi de Tamitie pour le tendre attachement que je vous 
ai vou6 pour la vie. 

SucY. 



P, S. Vous savez que Louis, fatigue un peu de sa 
traversee, est reste a.Alexandrie. 



TRANSLATION. 

Cairo (i8 Thermidor), August 5/i. 

SuCY,* Firit Commissary J &fr. to Citizen Joseph 

BoNAPARTB, at Parts. 

m 


A THOUSAND occupations, my dear Joseph, have 
hitherto prevented my giving you any account of my- 
self, or of the General : I was assured, besides, that 
you regularly heard of him in the course of business. 

The fatigues of the last march tried his constitution 
a little: but he supported them, I can assure you, better 



* This is the only letter which we find from the First Com* 
nnssary. To judge from the frequent and respectful mention 
made of him, Sucy must enjoy a high degree of cpnsideratioii in 
Egypt : this is not, perhaps, to be wondered at, when we con- 
sider him as possessed of the most lucrative and important post 
in the civil administration of the army. 

His letter is no farther of importance,' than as it shews the 
utter impossibility of deriving any advantage from Egypt. Te 
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than any oHier person. With him alone, the army 
could have surmounted the innumerable obstacles which 
it had to encounter, and which there was no possibility 
of foreseeing or guarding against, from the information 
it was supplied with. 

There is much to be hoped for from this country ; 
but then this hope is of the nature of those which a 
length of time alone can realize. I am obliged to dic- 
tate,, not being, yet in a condition to use my hand : the 
surgeon thinks favourably, however, of my wound. 
My chief pain arises from not being able to be as useful 
to your brother as I could wish. We are all anxious 
to hear from Paris. Many things may have happened 
to affect our situation ; and this consideration njakes 
our anxiety truly painful. 

My respects to your ladies. Citizen Hasselavere is 
ill good health, and employed here in the administra- 
tion of the effects of the Mameloucs. — ^Adieu. Preserve 
your friendship for nae, in return for the tender attach- 
ment with which I have sworn to be ever yours. 

SUCY. 

My this in express terms, cQuld ndthcr be expected from Sucy,- 
fjor would have been borne by Joseph Bonaparte : it is, there- 
fore, represented as the country of hope. But to talk to a 
Frenchman of a good to be produced by the slow progress of 
time, is to hold an unintelligible langua^. The present, is all 
that exists for him, and he snatches what it offers with an 
avidity that shews at once his distrust, and contempt of the 
future* 

Volumes might be written on this subject, but we content 
ourselves with referring to Bonaparte's Italian conquests for an 
tlttcidation of our remark. 
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P, S, You know that Louis*, fatigued^ a little bjr 
his voyage, was left at Alexandria. 



* Louis Bonaparte, the General's brother. In the last French 
papers which reached this country, it is stated that Louis Bonrr- 
parte, accompanied by General Berthier, was arrived at Ajaccio 
in Corsica. This we doubt. • Berthier, we have some reason 
to think, is the last man Bonaparte would part wrth; even 
though his escape to Alexandria were feasible, which is pro- 
bably not the c^se. With respect to Louis Bonaparte, who 
had wisdom enough to decline marching into the countrj^ 
it is barely possible that he may have found his way back to 
France ; and therefore, whatever may be our private opinion^ 
we shall not, at present, call in question that pa:t of the states 
ment. 

I 

It is difficult to conceive any thing more strict than the watch 
kept by our vigilant tars over the ports of Alexandria. We- 
have seen several letters from the masters of those neutral 
vessels which the French found there, and which Commodore 
Hood has permitted to withdraw ; and they all concur in saying, 
that the severest scrutiny was made, not only of their pa^rs, but 
of their crews,— so that it was scarcely* possible iEbr any thing t» 
pass without discovery. 

As to the vessels which the French took up in the several 
ports of Italy, and for the hire of which Bonaparte has promised 
to pay by the plunder of the Egyptian villages ; they cannot stir. 
Elevenofthenv which madly attempted it, were taken in sight 
of the place, and immediately l^rnt. With respect to the French 
ships, the case is still more hopeless. To the danger of being cap* 
tured by us, are superadded others of a much more formidable 
nature, which they have, provoked by their perfidy and cruelty, 
and which they will not in future (notwithstanding their anxiety 
to escape from « that land of horrors^") be very forward to en- 
counter. Three of their ships (we take the account from them- 
selves) full of wounded men, and fugitives who had escaped 
the vigilance of the Commandant of Alexandria, took advantage 
of the night, and the temporary absence of our c^zerS|^ ^4 
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slipped out. What was their fate? One of them, we hope it 
was that with 'the wounded men on board, fell in with the 
Zealous, and was captured. Another ran into Scyphanto, one 
of the Greek isles, and was seized Hy the inhabitants. The 
passengers and crew, amounting to fifty- four in all, were im- 
mediately carried to Constantinople, and thrown into the dun- 
geon of the galley slaves ; while the Scyphantines were liberally 
rewarded for their loyalty and zeal. The third put into one of 
the harbours of Crete, where the people, who, as the French 
editor very justly observes^ are not modeusy put every man of 
them to death, and sent their heads to decorate the gates of the 
Seraglio. 

Notwithstanding all this, it is not quite impossible but that 
some one, more happy than the rest, may yet escape ; and there» 
fore the Directory contrive to amuse the relatives of their vie- 
tims, by permitting their papers to notify from time to time the 
arrival of thia or that particular person in some distant port — 
for it should be observed, that they are never said to have ar- 
rived in France 1 

This is an admirable expedient ; but.it does not always suc- 
ceed : for as the French Government is without any intelligence 
from Egypt, but through the medium of Turkey, or of this 
country, it sometimes happens that the arrival of a man is an« 
nounced, who, in the classical phraseology of their orators, 
had ^* ceased to live" some months before* Thus, they lately 
gave us a letter from Leghorn, said to be written by a Citizen 
julien, who was just returned, full of good news from Grand 
Cairo. This was an unlucky guess, — rov Xvit-n narix** tpvm" 
ffo^ ata: Citizen Julien's voyages had long been over. He ' 
was " assassinated," as Qonaparte terms it in his official papers, 
** with fifteen other Frenchmen, at the village of Askam." 
That is to say, (for we know the fact) he was sent with a com* 
pany of grenadiers to plunder the village of its grain. The in. 
habitants defended their property with a fury bordering on 
despair, and in the conflict Julien and his fifty-six marauders 
were killed. 

It sh<^uld not be forgot here that the " hero of Itoly," mad with 
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jrage and disappointment sent, in his own words,' '< a strong di- 
vision of the army' ' to pull down the few mud huts of this 
wretched village, and exterminate the miserable inhabitants, — by 
way of enlightening the rest of the Egyptians, we suppose, ia 
the saving doctrine of the true kigh t s o f u ak . 
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No. xir. . 



Au Grand Calre, U 20 Therms Jor, 

C. La&alle, Chef de Brigade du 22* Rigiment de 
Chasseurs a Chevaip a VArmee d'Orient, d sa Mire. 



Av moment de partir avec le General en Chef, pour 
aller au devant d'une caravane importante, dont les 
Maixielouks se sont empares, et qu'il faut leur arracher 
des mainsi j'apprends qu'on prepare un courier a partir^ 
ma tres chere maman: les occasions sont si rares que je 
ne puis laisser ech^pper celle-ci, sans vous donner de 
mes nouvelles. 

Ni la fatigue, ni la chaleur, ni la privation de vin, 
n'ont aitere en 'rien ma sante ; au contraire j*engraisse 
a vue d'oeiU Je ne regrette qu'une seule chose ; ce sont 
mes pauvres cheveux. L'extreme chaleur les fait tous 
tomber. J'attribue aussi une grande partis de cette perte 
au manque de poudre et de pomade* 

Le General Bonaparte, toujours prodigue de bontes 
pour moi, m.'a donne*le commandement des hommes a 
cheval du 7^ d'hussards, et du 22^ de chasseurs ; mc 
Yoila petit JGeneraL Souvent il m'invite a diner, et il 
me place toujours a sa droite. J'ai une peine infinie a 
former mon nouy^au corps, delabre autant que pos- 
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sible; mais j*espere en venir a moti honneur a force 
-d'activit6. 

On nous assure qu^iramvera d'ici a quelques mois^ 
des renfbrts de France, et que nous retournerons dans i 

notre pay$. C*est le vofeU de Tarinee, qui, quo! qu'aussi 
bien qu'il est possible pour le pay's, a le coeur trop^ 
Franfais pour ne pas preferer notre pays a celui-ci. 

*Nous avons deja 800 chevaux Arabes uniques pour la 
course. J 'en ai trois. Les oiSciers de mon regiment 
seconduisent fort bien a mon egard, et m'ont donne de 
grandes preuves d'estime. 

Heureusement, vu mon nouvel emploi, j'ai petr de 
tems a reflechir, et je suis trop fatigue le soir pour 
rSver tout eveille ; car sans cela je sens que je sue- 
comberois a la peine que j 'eprouVe de tile savoir loin de 
tout ce qui m'est cher au monde, ma mere, mon pere, 
ma maitresse et mon fUs. Quelques fois cependant des 
idees, des regrets amers se presentent, je soupire, une 
larcne coule, et je cherche aussitot a m'arracher de ma 
melancholie. O pauvre Charles, comme tu passes ta 
jeunesse ! p devoir, que tu es rigoureux ! 

J'espere cependant que par le tneme bonheur qui 
m'accompagne au milieu des batailles, le ciel -^aura 
respecte vos jours. Je me rejouis de baiser un jouf 
votre main respectablci de tarir par mes embrassemeos 
les pleurs que vous avez verses pour moi. O maman^ 
j'ai bien besoin de vous serrer dans mes bras I * 

Mon fidel Joseph est toujours avec moi ; il m'est bien 
utile, et je ne saurois dire les soins attehtifs qu'il a de 
moi. Je suis sure que Colin en a bien autant de vous, 
aussi je lui promets bien un beau shall des Indes, &c.{ . 
si nous prenons la caravane. 

AdieU) bonne, recevez cent baisers bien tendres^ et 
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pfcscntez mon respcctueux hommage a monvieux perc, 
que j'aime et revere. 
Amitie a mes amisi et respects k qui de droit* 

Charles Lasallb. 
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Grand Catro, August 'jth. 

C. Lasalle> Chief of Brigade of the^ 22nd Regiment of 
Chasseurs a Chevaij of the Army of the East, to his 
Mother. 

On the eve of setting out with the Commander in 
Chief, to intercept a most valuable caravan which the 
Mameloucs have seized, and which must, at all events> 
be wrested out of their hands, I learn, my dear mother, 
that a courier is preparing to leave Cairo. Opportuni- 
ties occur so seldom, that I cannot think of letting 
this escape without giving you a line. 

Neither fatigue, nor heat, nor the privation of wine, 
have hitherto had the smallest effect on my health ; on 
the contrary, I get flesh every day. I have but one 
tlung to regret, and that is my poor hair, which is all 
fallen off through the excessive heat ; assisted, I believe. 
In some degree, by my total want of powder and pov 
cnatum. 
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General Bonaparte^ always prodigal of his kindness^ 
has given me the command of the mounted troops of 
the 7th hussarsy and the 2and chasseurs. Here I am 
thepy a little General ! he often invites me. to dinner^ 
and always places me at his right hand. I have an in- 
finite deal of trouble to form my new corps, which is 
in the most ruinous state you can possibly conceive, — 
by dint of incessant exertions, however, I hope to suc- 
ceed to my honour. 

We are assured that in the course of a few months, 
re-inforccments from France will arrive here, and that 
we shall then return home. This is the wish . of the 
whole ^rmy, which, though as well circumstanced as 
it is possible to be in a country like this,* is too 
truly French in heart, not to prefer its native land to 
Egypt ! 

, Wehave already 800 Arabian horses, excellent run- 
ners, — I have three for my own share. The officers of 

* Tills isvpiit gently enough of a place which we know every 
man in the army regarded ,with horror,:-— btit ** poor Charles" 
dined too often with the General to speak out, especially after 
being just put on the staff. 

The paragraph, however, is important in another point of 
view. It shows the profound hypocrisy and wickedness of Bo- 
naparte, almost as clearly as his Catholic and Mahometan Pro- 
fessions of Faith. He assures his devoted followers, that they 
shall return to France as soon as re-inforccments arrive^ when 
he knew (as is proved by his letters) that he bad sent for every 
ship of war (by whose aid alone such arrivals were possible) to 
protect his own escape with the accumulated plunder of Egypt, 
while tfie army would be abandoned to its fate 1 

Providence, however, has frustrated the execrable d^gn^ 
ajnd, with that justice which so often defeats the schemes ci in- 
terested wickedness, decreed, that this Artificer of ill shoul4 
share the destruction he was exclusively preparing for others. 



ORK^tMAL LETTERS. H3 

thy regiment behave extremely well, and have given me 
many striking proofs of their esteem. 

M appily, in consequence of my new employ, I >have 
little time for reflection, and am tdo much fatigued when 
night comes, to dream broad awake. — ^Without this, I 
feel that I should sink under the Wretchedness I expe- 
rience, from the consideration that I am far removed 
from every thing that is dear to rfi« in the world,^ — from 
my mother, my father, my mistress^* and my little boy* 
Sometimes, however, sad ideas, bitter regfets will 
force themselves upon me ; a sigh breaks forth> a tear 
trickles down my cheek, and t hasten to tear myself* 
from my melancholy reverie. — O poor Charles ! how 
iart thou passing thy yeuth ! O duty ! why art thou so 
rigorous I 

I flatter myself that the saiile kind providence which 
has hitherto accompanied me in the heat of battle, has 
also watched over your life.t I anticipate the pleasure 
I shall one day have in kissing your honoured hand^ and 
in drying up, by my embraces, the tears you have not 
ceased to shed for me. — O my deare$t mother ! I want|^ 



♦ >Ve hive already noticed the frequency with which parents 
are made the confidents, and sometimes the promoters, of the 
licentious amours of their children, in these Letters. The pre- 
sent instance, indeed, is venial, if compared— ^but enough ; we 
have done with the subject. 

f This is, perhaps, making Charles talk rather too much like 
ft Christian: but as the thought is awkwardly expressCid in the 
original, and as the young man seems really to retain some 
▼estiges of the " old superstition" of his country, wfe have let 
it stand; The reader may be assured that we have not many 
peccadilloes of this nature to answer for. Except in their oaths, 
the French letters make fev\r appeals to heaven. 

Part IL I 
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— I cannot express how much I want, to fold you in my 
arms! 

My faithful Joseph is still with me. He is extremely 
usefuli and I cannot tell you how much I aih indebted 
to his care and attention. I have no doubt biit that you 
are just as much indebted to Colin for his, and I there- 
fore seriously promise hint a fine Indian shawl, &c. if 
Mt seize the caravan.* 

Adieui— ^take a thousand tender kisses^ and preseilf 



• It will afford ho siliall satisfaction^ we believe, to most of 
our readers, to know that this valuable caravan escaped the 
hands of this rapacious banditti. They came up with it, indeed^ 
as we learn from several of the Letters, but found it covered in 
so masterly a manner by Ibrahim Bey, and so gallantly defended 
by his handful of Mameloucs, that the French, af^er several in- 
effectual attempts, and losing the greatest part of their new-^ 
raised cavalry (alas I for poor Charles!) were compelled to 
make a disgraceful retfeat before less than half their numbers ( 
It appears (and we mention it for the exclusive benefit of the 
admirers of the " invincible Bonaparte,'* who commanded irf 
person) that the Mameloucs not only fought With more bravery^ 
but with more skill than their opponents j and that if Ibrahim 
had not judged, and n^i&//y judged, it more expedient to secure 
his convoy, than to pursue his baffled enemy, very few of them 
would have got back to Cairo, to amuse the world with 
a splendid narrative of their triumphant expedition towards 
Syria! . 

In the contest we have mentioned, there were no, cannon oii 
either side. The event furnished a most important lesson^ 
which we trust the Mameloucs will never forget. They will not 
in future encumber themselves with an artillery which they can- 
not serve, nor attack their enemies when protected by it. They 
will content themselves with harrassing them, with falling on 
detached parties unprovided with those formidable means of 
«fience ) and their superior courage and activity will eventii<< 
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* 

my respectful dtity to my aged father, whom I love 

and revere. 

I 

My kind remembrances to all my friends, and re-^ 
spects where they are due. 

Charles Lasalls. 

ally reducie the French to the necessity of surrendering At dis* 
tretion. 

Though firmly persuaded of the truth of every syllable we 
have set down, we 'should not have mentioned it on less autho-^ 
rity than that of the French officers, from whose letters we have 
taken all this, and might have taken much more; for they have 
been beaten into tnithj and mortified into humility. 
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No. xm. 

Au Grand Caire^ It 20 Thermidsfi 
C. La€ALLE, Chef de Brigade J i^c. Wr* d sa 

. Josephine. 

Tb n'ai point encore refu de tes nouvelles, ma regrettee 
Josephine. Le malheur a voulu que trois couriers qui 
etoient arrives a Malte ayant ete charges sur le m^me 
batiment, les Anglais Tont pris et on a jette les lettre^ 
a la mef. Elle a englouti bien des richesses, mais 
jamais tin tresor qui valut pour moi line lettre de toi ! 

Je vais partir dans Tinstant avec le 7® d'hussards et 
mon regiment. Le General Bonaparte, qui m'accable 
d'honnetetes et de bontes, vlent de m'en donner k 
commandement. Nous allons au devant d'une caravanb 
dont les Mamelouks se $ont eitipares ; elle est impor- 
tante. Nous nous battronsi mais le bonheur et toi qui 
m*ont toujours protege, me preserveront encore cettc 
fois-ci. Til as du receroir de moi trois lettres fie Malte, 
uhe d'Alexandrie, et voici la seconde du Caire, Je 
ne puis t'ecrire plus souvent. Jfe suis ecrase d'ouvrage 
pour Torganisatlon .de mon nouveau corps, qui est tres- 
delabre. 

Ton frere me fait bonne mine, parcc que tu n'es pas 
ici, Je voudrois que ce fut le rebours. Que fait mon 
petit ? comme il sera beau quand je le reverrai ! car je 
reviendrai bientot. Le General Bonaparte a promid 
que des troupes viendront bientot nous relevcr^ Mai» 
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que je serai laid moi ! la chaleur nous a rendus tous 
noirs comme des corbeaux, et pour comble de malheur, 
j ai perdu tous mes che voix . 

Comthent.vasTtude ta grossesse : mon Dieu ! qu'll est 
cruel de vivre dans, I'anxiete sur tout ce qui m*inte- 
fesse ! Le terns du bonheur est pas$e. Si un instant je 
cpsse de travailler^ mon esprit se, livre aux reflexions 
les plus noires. Je pleure^ et personne ne partage ma 
peine. Je ne connois persopne dans le regiment ; je 
n'ai pas d^amis,, pauvre Charles! tu as tout perdu^ 
puisque tu n'as plus ta Josephine. Qji'au moins tu me 
regrettes, et je serai un pr* console. J^ pourrois 
oublier quej'ai,(:u des joui^san^^s ^u dessus de celles 
que. doivent avoir les hupiains ; m^is oublier que tu es 
mon amie» et penser a vivre sans toij c'est ce qui pe 
peut entrer dans ma tete. 

Adieuy je monte a chevali et t'envoye cent baisers, 

. Ton 

^HARIJES. ' 



« « 



TRANSLATION. 

, . Gran4 Cairo (20 Thermidor), August 'jth. 
C. Lasalls, chief of Brigade^ i^c. He. to his 

' * : ' Jd^EP^INE. 

J '■ ^' •■ 

1 HAtEJQOt yet heard froin;youy my much regretted 

Josephine. Sosne hpw or other^ the three couriers 
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which had reached Malta in safety » wm unfortunately 
dispatched from tlience in the salne vessely-^this was 
taken by the English^ and all the letters were thrown 
into the siea. It has swallowed worlds of wealth \ but 
never yet a treasure that equalled, in my esteem, a 
single letter of yours ! 

I am On the eve of setting off with the 7th hussars» 
and my dwA regiment. General Bonaparte, who over- 
whelms me with kindness and attention, has ji|st given 
me the command of them. We «tfe going tb meet a. 
caravan which the Mameibtics have seized, and wiiic]| 
is very valuable. We shall certainly have a struggle 
for it ; but good fortune, and you; who: have hitherto 
protected tne, will assuredly preserve me oACst more. 

You ought to have received threft of my letters' from 
Malta, and one from Alexandria : this is now the se- 
cond from Cairo. I cannot write '<o you oftener.' I 
am absolutely worn out with constant exertions to 
organize my new corps, which is in a most wretched 
state. 

Your brother regards me with kindness, because you 
are not here : would it were the reverse ! How is my 
bantling ? what a sweet little fellow he will be when I 
see him again? — ^Yes, I shall soon return — Ge- 
neral Bonaparte has fVLfxul^^v that fresh 

TROOPS SHALL SPEEDILY ARRIVE FROM FrANCE 

TO RELIEVE US. But then how ugly shall I be ! the^ 
heat has turned us all as black as crows ; and, to com- 
plete myfni;rfbrtunes, I h^e'Iost ikU^my hair. , 

How do you proceed in' your pregnancy? — Good 
heavens! how distressing It is to live in a state of con- 
stant uncertainty respecting ^alt ihiat is ddar tome t^ ' 

The dinys of happiness are passie^. • Iff cease* taexert 
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liayself but for a moment, my mind becomes a prey to 
the most gloomy reflections* I weep, and np one par- 
takes my grief.. I have not a single acquaintance in the 
regiment, nor a friend in t)ie country. Poor Charlesi ! 
thou hast lost every thing ip losing thy Josephine. Do 
you at least regret me, and I shall not be wholly miser- 
able. I may forget that I have been happy beyond the 
lot of hqman nature, — ^but to forget that you are my 
^st beloved, or to think of living without you, is what^ 
can never enter into my mind. 

Adieu; — my horse is at the door« I send you a 
thousand kisses. 

Your own 

Charlss.^ 



* We ought not to dismiss C. Lasalle without remarldng, that 
his regiment (according to the General's dispatches) behaved ex- 
tremely well. Charles himself, Bonaparte adds, ** dropped his 
sword in charging : he alijghted to recover it, and was happy 
enough to regain his seat just as. one of the most intrepid of the 
^laiqcloi(ics was about to attack him." We conclude froin this, 
t|iat l)e escaped i his re^Qieot, as we have already observed, wa^ 
^f ut to pieces. 
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No. XIV. 

Grand Caire, le 22 ThermiJon 

Au Citoyen Stv Genier, Directeur des Messageries ^ 

NationaUsy a Touloiise, 

Mon cher P}tt'f ■ • - ^■' 

V pus dever- etre cq peipe sur mon sort ; ju^qu's*^ cc 
moment nous en sommes quittes pour de grandes fa-; 
tigues. Nous sommes ijuiitres du Qrand Caire depuis 
^uin^ ^ jo^i>. Les Mamelouks sont i deux journees 
d'ici. lis perdirent ieux miller hommes dans la prin- 
cipale affaire que nous eumes avec eux. Le General 
Bonaparte, est , a leur poursuite. Dans pcu j'espere d5 
yous embraJs^er.ainsi que ma mere,, ' 

Apres avoir debarquee,,^ Alexandrie» nous nous 
sUltnes en route pour le Galoe sahstvivres, sans cheyaux, 
etdvons 6te poursuivis jusqu'ki par des bandes ifArabes 
xjui etoient a cheval, et qiii tibiis ont harcel^s sihgu- 
lierement. Au moment d'entreprendre cette route, le 
General, voyant que nous manquions de tout, nous dit : 
f* Les vertiis sont pour nous.** 

Dans une bataille sur le Nil, les Mamelouks ont pris' 
tous nos effets qui etoient embarques ct nous ont laiss^s 
comme le jour que nous sommes ne, avec ce que nous 
avons sur le corps. 

Mamet, ainsi que tous les officiers qui ont reste en 
France sont remplaces ; j'en suis bien aise. 

Embrassez ma chere mere, &c. 

Saint Genier. 
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TRANSLATION. 

Grand Cairo {Thermidgr)y August gti* 
To Citizen St. Genxer, ^c. at Toulouse. 

. My dear Father ^ 

I ou mu5t be under some uneasiness about me. Hi-r 
therto we have got off pretty well, at the expence Qnly 
of amazing fatigues. We have been masters of Cairo 
this fortnight. The Mameloucs are about two days 
march from us : they Jost two thousand men in the last 
action. General Bonaparte is in pursuit of them. In . 
a little while I hope to return and eogibr^ce^both you 
and my mother. : * - • 

After landing at Alexandria, we. set out for Cahro, 
without provisions or horses, and. were pursued as far 
as this place, by bands of Arabs on horseback, who 
harrasscd us in a terrible manner. Just as we were 
setting out, the General; seeing us ip want of every thing, 
said to us ** THE Virtues are on oijr cipe !*' * 

* How oft has the inclination to l^ugh outright at the absurdi- 
ties discoverable in every part of this Correspondence, been 
checked by bitter reflection on the enormities in which they have 
usually terminated I the dura^ atque expectaU cicadas of Naevolus 
was not half so severe a taunt on the miseries of his followers^ as 
the ill -placed and incongruous exclamation of Bonaparte to his 
starving army. What consolation they derived from it does not 
jappear ; — ^but if the reader will take into consideration that they 
were just come from the slaughter of the Alexandrines, and were 
immediately to enter upon that of the Egyptians, he cannot but 
be mightily struck at the Allies here assigned them. 
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In an engagement on the Nile, the Mameloucs cai^ 
ried off all the baggage which we had put on board the 
fiotillai and left us as naked as we were born, with 
nothing but what we had on our backs ! ! !* 

Mamet, as well as the rest of the officers who staid 
behind^ have hadxtheir places filled up. ( am glad of it. 

Embrace my dear mother foir tne. 

Saint Genier. 

* Here is the expfasation of a circumstance which perplexed 
BS in the former publication. Many of the letters complain of 
luVing lost all their effects on tlic Kile, while none of them in- 
Ibrm us, in whaC manner. It nt>w,app^atrs that the Maxpeloucs 
y^e completely victorious in the engagement near Chebreiki, 
that they took three of the^un-boats» wluch they plundered of 
all thp baggage, and that th^ r^mainin^ thre(; would have shared 
the same fate, but /or the fortunate arrival of the army. This is 
farther confirmed by Brigadier Dumas, (No xvii!.}and thus it is^ 
that letters in diemsclvrs.oC little or no itierit, imateriafly assist in 
firing upk, ^ud perfepting lin. .^dl its parts> the ejlr<^^l. history of 
^fi stupendous e^pe^tion ) - , * 

If the reader wishes to see how. this affair is treated by the 
commanders of the flotilla, let him turn to the letters of Hear 
Admiral . Perr^, and Adjutant- General Royer. First Part^ 
Kos.zix«andxxii« 
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No. XV. 



Au Caire, U 2J Tbirmidor. 
V Adjoint La cue's d son Onele.^ 

J £ n*ai ref u aucune lettre de vous depuis men depart 
4e.Tottlon». fQoo chcr oncle, ^t.jc crains bien que vous 
n'ayiez ref u de moi aticuae nouvelle, Je juge de vo9 
inquietudes a mon egard, pai les bienfaits dont vous 
m'avez comlile ; jug^z d^ la mtenne par la reconnois* 
sance qu*ils oie commandept* .. . 

;Cette letUe Vdus parviendra'peut-etre; un de mes 
CMnajrade$ jia.pQrte) et ^'embarqucra sur un neutre, 
D'afileujrs ies Anglais yai^ueurs . ^nt c^pendant assez 
|[ils^tratt65 poyr ae pouvoir tenir la mer, et laisseront^ 
I'espere poujr qMelque terns nos communications libres. 
Avj^c quelle ardeur nous le desirons ! depuis quatre mois 
nou$ ignof ops ce que. sont deycnus nos parents et amis. 
Noi|s avion$ I^sse la Republique entouree 4^ factionst 
et i peine quelques gazettes insignifiantes nous sont- 
elks. parvenu^ } tons Ies cojuriers ont ete saisis ; presage 
biea simstre ! le seul convoi qu^ portoit Tallien a ete 
respecte* 

•Si les depeche^ du General sont parvenues, vous 
auret appris que je suis blesse, quoique au premier 
coup d'oeil ma blessUfe est assez legerc. La balle a 
resp^cte la langiie, i^ gqsier, les vaisseaux sanguins, et 
Jia ms^hok^ g^V^h^- La --^ — *<— — -*• a seule et6 
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fracturee ; elle I'a ete avec eclat, mais assez heureusC'* 
ment pour ne pas me defigurer. La playc va a mer-« 
veille, je puis parler et j'espere dans quinze jours 
manger autre chose qu^ dc la bouiUie, ou plutot 
manger, car depuis un mois, je ne fais qu'avaler. Les 
chirurgienrf pretendent que les caux de Barege m^ 
seront necessaires, si non indispensables ; je crois 
qu'elles me seront agreables^ ct je serois tres-dispose 
a y aller, malsxcmone il QSt possible que le malheureux 
combat d'Aboukir ne rende critique la position dc 
Tarmeei et — — -^ — — — « — — ^ 
a rinstiant de la cicatrice, je resterai : mon sort sera 
lie a cetei de Tarmee, quoique }*y serve avec peu, et 
bieiT peu d'agrement, ct quoique je sois bien sur qu'on 
ne me saura nul gre de te sacrifice. 

La campagne que nous venon^ de faireest sans con* 
tredit la plu9'pemble'^u'aient jainais fait les Fran^ais. 
Nos marches fdrce^s'dans le Desert sous un'ciel brMantj 
sur uri sable plus brfilant, encore^,' notte«^lisette d*€au 
pendant ciilq jours, de pain- pendant' quinze, de vin 
pendant trois mbis, sans cesse au bivouac, e^posfs i 
une rbse6 perfide qui aveugloit Ifcs imprudcnts ; tout 
cela est bien plus teVrible que' les^ bataillcs et les $ieges ; 
il ne faut que de I'elan pour ccHes-ci, il faut pour 
Tautre du vrai courage, du courage de tete ct d'ame. 

Nous n'aVons eu que dcuit bataille^ et trois ou quatre 
combats, ou plut8t nous n'avons eu que deux boncheries^ 
Les Mamelouks n'avojent que de la brayoure, nous etions 
Instruits et disciplines. lis sont venus se briser sur 
nos bataillons quarres, leur imprudente valcur les a 
fait se precipiter entre deux de ces masses redoutables 
ct ih y ont trouve leur tombe. Vaincus et s^ns aytrc 
f spoir que de se sauver, ils foyent avfcc kur bagage,^ 
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ills ne sont plus ?. craindrey la Constance dti courage ne 
sauroit etre Tapanage de Tignorance^ elle n'en possede 
que Telan. D'ailleurs, quelques forts eleves a Tentree 
du desert et aux debouches de la Syrie nous garantis^ent 
d'eux ; et ensuite ou peut se recruter ce ramas d'esclavcs ? 

Les Arabes> Bedou!ns> et les habitants sont aujourdhui 
nos seuts ennemis. Les preixliers sont jndestructibles ; 
voleurs par profession et par institution re^ue de race en 
race, il seroit plus difficile de les civiliser que de n6ii9 
rendre sauvages. Les liens de la societe leur seroient plus 
penibles que les fatigues de cette vie aifreuse, que Thabi- 
tude et rignorance les empechent de trouver horrible. 
On ne peut que les eloigner et Ton y reussira en ren-« 
dant le pay's a la culture^ et creusant .des canatix larges et 
profonds> et batissant des fortins^ de distance en distance^ 
^Juant aux habitants, quelques tetes de Cheiks les 
soumettront bientot. 

L'Egypte ne ressemble en rien i, tout ce qu'en ont dit 
BOS 6crivaihs. Son sol est fecond mais point abondant ^ 
la nature ne dem^ndb qu'a produire, mais c'est un 
terrein nud et presqu*inculte. Ses habitants^ degrades 
par resclavage^ sont retombes dans T^at de sauvages^ 
et n'ont garde de la civilisation que la sUperstltioil et 
riritolei^nce religieuse. Je les ai trouVes parfaitement 
ressemblants aux nations de la mer du sud peintes par 
Cook et Forster. 

En un mot ce pays-ci n'est rien quant au present ; 
il n'oiFre que de grands souvenirs et de vastes mais 
eloignees espe ranees. II ne valoit pas la peine d'etre 
conquis dans Tetat actuel des choses ; mais si des poll* 
tlqu«s, surtout des administrateurs habiles, s en occu- 
ptnt dix ans ; si dix gns nous y employons nos soins et 
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nous y kicriiidns ses reveiius, il detiendra la plus belkf 
Colonie de TEurope, tt produira de gtands cfaiange- 
ments dans le commerce du monde. 

Oil sont-ils ces administrateurs ? nous avons ici 
rhomme capable de ddhner au gofit d'Egypte la pre« 
tttiere et grande impulsion, mais pas un capable d^ad- 
jninistrer^ qubiqu'«n ait dit la bavarde d^esse . . • • Oh 
combien de fausses reputations se sont faites en Italiej 
et que de piedestaux qui resteront sans statues! d'ailleurs 
le Fran^ais doht Timpetuo'site convenoit pour cette con^ 
quete, seroit-il assez patient pour attendre. Toujour^ 
press6 de reeueillir» laissera-til miirir dix ans, et coinme 
le sauvage de Montesqutetii ne coupera*til pas Tarbre 
pour avoir le fruit ? les premieres mesuires me donnent 
le droit d^ le craindre. 

Gurienx se porte a merveille a cette heiite ; il n'a 
€prouve d'autre maladie qu'une forte diarrh€e ; on le sur- 
charge d'oavrage, et d'uh ouvrage bien indigne de lui; 
On lie salt pa^ tirer parti de son talent^ et Ton utilise 
son activite en la profanant. II philosopbe d'un bout 
dujour a I'autre que c'e^ ici le cas de mettre en pra-^ 
lique ce qu*il a hi jadis et pens6 deptiis ! 
. J'ai jusqu'au bout de ma lettr'e dtifere de votis parlet 
du malheuretx t)esna • 4 * * II est pris par les Bedouinir 
deptiis plus d'un mois, et depuls cette epbque on ignore! 
ce qu'il e^t devenu ; ces voleurs ne rau^ont pas tue, 
mais s'il a etc presente atix Mamelouks il est perdu ; 
innon, et qu'il aft pu re sifter aux fatigues et aux mauvaiisp 
traitements^ nous Taurons peut-etre. Nods noiisac- 
crochons tous a ce brin d'esperance ; mais il est bfeni 
foible. La perte d'uh camarade est ici bien sensible^ 
piais surtout la sienne^ Sa franchise^ son ceeur^ ct se^ 
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isentimChts m'avoient inspire pour lui une atnitii qu*il 
jpartageait. C'etoit le seul ami de mon age que j'eusse 
ici. Je ne tiens plus tnaintenant qu'a Gurieux. La 
guerre a 6t€ bien funeste a P^tat major ; tl n'y avoit 
plus avant-hier que Tadjoint en 6tat de faire le service, 
tout a ete ptis et tue^ quatre ou cinq blesses. Jamais 
hussards ne firent un service pareil au notre> meme 
iorsque leurs combats etoient en Genes. Je me rapelle 
d^me vive partie de plaisir que nous fimes cinq sut 
la plus haute montagne de Toulon; des cinq je reste 
seul ! 

Le camarade qui se charge de vous remettte ou de 
vous faire parvenir ma leltre, est le citoyen Veyssiere 
€hef-d*escadron au i8^; il a trente ans de service effectif^ 
tet sept campagnes. II ai)^roit> par consequent, droit i 
tine retraite, mats bhrsse ici et ronge par lapierre, il a 
Voulu rentrer en France. On lui a sottcment conseille 
ide donn^r sa d^oiission, il Vz fait^ elle a 6\€ acceptee^ 
Ne seroit-il pas possible cepcndant de lui faire avoir ott 
saretraite, ou une compagtrie dlnvalides? je vous prie 
d'y employer tous vos efforts et votrc credit ; vous rendrei 
iservice a un des plus braveis et des plqs vatllants mili- 
taires de la R^publique, qui s6rt, le coeur pur et le£ 
mains nettes^ de la revolution et de la guerte. ' 

Adieu ; je vous embrasse de tout mon cbeur ; j'cm*^ 
brasse ma tante ; il me tarde bien fort de vous revoif 
i'un et Tautrc : je youlois acheter des schals pour elle ; 
inais la caravanne a €i€, detournee par )es Bbys et le peu 
qu*il restoit ici, ont etc cnlevcs a un prix fou ; on Ics 
achetoit vingt-cinq a trente livres, et ils etoient assez 
communs. Je serai done riduit a lui porter dii caffc 
Mocka. 
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Adieu ; mes respects au citoyen et a la cltoyennie 
La Cepede, au General Clarke, a Brostaut> au General! 
Servaii, &c. Rappellez-mot au souvenir de Davignany 
Desages, Deook, Charles Maroit^ Marecheski, &c. &c« 

Lacue's; 



tRANSLATION. 

Cair6.[2']fh Thermidor), August i^i 
Jdjutant'-Oeneral LACVB.Ef to hit UncU^ 

I HAVE received no letter from you, my doar uncle,* 
since I sailed from Toulon, and I am very niuch afraid 
that you have received none from me. I judge of your 
.anxiety respecting me, by the benefits which you have 
heaped upon me ; you may judge of mine respecting 
you, by the gratitude they demand in return « 

This letter, perhaps, will- reach you. Oae of my 
comrades is about to embark in a neutral ship, and will 

* This uncle of Lacu6e is a very respectable man. He was/ 
we believe^ a member of the National Convention^ and is at' 
present in the Counsel of Elders. He was an officer under the 
Monarchy, and^ during the legislative Assembly, President of 
the Military Committee. We know nothing of his nephew. It! 
appears that he is a man of abilities; and we recommend his* 
letter, which is not only admirably written, but full of important 
matter^ to the serious consideration of our readers. 
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take charge of it. Besides, the English, though vic- 
torious, are too much disabled to keep the sea,* and 
will for some time, I flatter myself, leave our commu- 
nications open. With what ardour do we all wish it ! 
for four months we have now been ignorant of what is 
become of our relations and friends. We left the Re- 
puElic surrounded with factions, and all that has since 
reached us has been now and then a paltry gazette! 
every packet has been taken : a melancholy presage of 
our fate ! that which brought Tallien t is the only one 
which has had the good fortune to escape. 

* The fate of this letter is the best reRitation of this assertion ; 
which would not indeed been worth noticing, were it not for the 
opportunity it gives us of making a short remark on the ignorance 
in which the army were kept respecting the engagement of the 
first of August. That we had conquered could not well be- 
denied, as the French fleet was annihilated ; all that remained, 
therefore, for Bonaparte, was to represent the English fleet 
as nearly in the same state. This he did not fail to do ; and 
this checked, for some days, the murmurs and despondency, 
of the army. There is a letter from one of these deluded people, 
which, after mentioning their defeat, concludes with assuring his 
friend, upon the authority we have given, that the English 
•hips were unable to stirj — " or," says he, " reste a scavoir; &c." 
Now it rtmains to be seen what can be done against them, by the vessels 
in the port of Alexandria^ (the frigates an4 transports) — and the 
writer actually buoys himself up with hopes of capturing or de- 
stroying them! li 

+ The Lodi^ which Iwd nearly shared the fate of the rest, fh 
the original it is, — " the packet was respected ^'^ and just below 
we find that Lacu^c's tongue was '* respected." This is sad cant ; 
but it is not altogether new, for we find a curious instance of its 
application in Vaillant. " A tiger, and myself," says he, " met 
each other in the Desert. The noble creature surveyed me, while 
1 gazed at him in my turn. We mutually respected each other, 
and passed on 1 

Pa*t It. K 
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If the General's dispatches have reached Ptancc, you 
will see that I am wounded, * though to all appearance 
not very dangerously. The ball spared my tongue, 

throaty blood vessels, and left jaw : the -^ 1 only waS 

, fractured, or rather shivered a good deal , but, happily ^ 
not in such a manner as to disfigure mc. The wound 
is healing fast. I can speak, and in another fortnight 
hope to be. able to eat something besides broths: I 
should have said, able to eat at all ; for, in truth, during 
the last month, I have only been able to swallow.. The 
surgeons say that the waters of Barege will be neces*- 
sary, if not indispensable for mc. I think myself thaf 
they will be proper, and feel a strong inclination to go 
there ; bin as it is probable that the unforturiate action 
of Aboukir will render the situation of the army rather 
critical, and as there is an immediate prospect of my 
--tvound's cicatrizing, J I' will stay. My fate shall be 
- linked to that of the army, although I serve with little, 
indeed very little, satisfaction to myself, and although I 
am perfectly sure that no one will feel obliged to me for 
the sacrifice. 

The campaign which we have just finished, is indis- 
putably the severest in which the French have ever been 
engaged. Our forced marches in the Desert, under a 
burning sky, and over still more burning sands, our 
want of water during five days, of bread during fifteen, 

♦ Lacuee is not mentioned as far as we can sec by Bonaparte ; 
but Berthier speaks of him as having been wounded at the same 
time with the first Commissary Sucy, in whose galley he was. 
*^ L'adjoint Lacuee a re9u une balle dans la machoire, Sec," 

f Probably right jaw ; but the word is obliterated. 

{ The original is illegible in this place ; but we have endea* 
voured to complete the sentenoe. 

• *' ' ■ 

>- . . ' 
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and of wine during three months ; our being continually 
under arms, exposed to a treacherous dew, which blinded 
all those who were not aware of it, — all this is infinitely 
more terrible than battles, and sieges. A little enthu- 
siasm will do for these, — true courage alone for the 
other ; courage not only of the heart, but of the head 
and the soul. ^ 

We have had but two battles, and three or four 
skirmishes, or rather we have had but two butcheries t 
the Mameloucs had nothing but bravery ; we had dis- 
cipline and experience. They rushed on to dash them* 
' selves in pieces against our squared batallioAs: theic 
unreflecting valour precipitated them between two of 

^ these formidable masses, where they found their grave ! 

vanquished, and without any other chance of safety 
than flight, they retreated with all their baggage. They 
are no longer to be feared ; the constancy of courage 
Can never be the portion of ignorance, * which has no- 
thing but its enthusiasm ! Besides, a £gw forts erected 
at the entrance of the Desert, and the passes of Syria^ 
will secure us from their attacks ; And then, where will 
this horde of slaves find recruits ? 
The Bedouin Arabs, and the natives of the country, 

I are at present our only enemies, t The former arc 

* Our philosopher reasons rather mal^^-propos. He has pro- 
bably discovered long before this time, that his rhetorical flourish 
w as a mere petitio principii : the ignorance of the Mamelotics still 
remains to be proved, but the constant of their courage is no 
longer a question with the miserable remains of the French 
army. 

t Lacu^e seems to derive consolation from a drcumstance, 
ri\i\c\i would have thrown any other man into despair. 

But mark the pretty plan of getting rid of those " enemies," 

K 2- 
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absolutely indestructible. Rorbbers by profession, and by 
institutions handed dovs^n from generation to generation, 
it would be more difficult to civilize them, than to bar- 
barize ourselves ! the bonds of society would be more 
grievous to them tlian fatigues, which custom and igno- 
rance prevent them from finding disagreeable. AH 
that can be done is to keep theni at a distance ; which 
can only be effected by cultivating the country, digging 
wide and deep canals, .and erecting block-houses at 
short distances. With respect to the natives, the heads of 
a few Cheiks will speedily awe them into submission. 

Egypt has not the slightest resemblance to what has 
been said of it by our writers. Its soil, indeed, is 
fruitful, but there is little of it. Nature asks only to 
jjroduce ; but the land is bare, and almost uncultivated. 
The natives, degraded by slavery, are relapsed into the 
* ravage state, retaining nothing of their former civiliza- 
tion but superstition and religious intolerance. . I have 
found them resembling, in* every circumstance, the 
islanders of the Soyth Sea, described by Cook and* 
Forster. 

In a word, this country is nothing at present. It 
merely offers magnificent recollections of the past, and 

who are only all the SQttled people of the country, and the sur- ' 

rounding Arabs, who are as invulnerable as the harpies, 

——-non vulnera tergo, 
Accipiunt ; celerique fuga, &c. 
What they cannot do with the sword, however, they a^e de- 
termined to effect with the plough-share ; and all the sands of 
Egypt are to be cultivate^, that they may at length proceed with 
Iranquillity in the great work of colonization. In the expressive 
figure of Solomon, << they will sow the wind, and reap the whirl- 
wind 1" 
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vast, biit distant hopes of the future. It is not worth 
conquering in its present condition : but if statesmen, 
above all, if able administrators should undertake the 
management of it for ten years ; — if for the same space 
of time We should employ all our care on it, and sacri- 
fice the whde of its revenues, it might become the 
most valuable colony of Europe, and effect an impor- 
tant change in the cpmmerce of the world ! 

But where are they, — these able administrators ? we 
have, indeed, the man here capable of giving the first 
strong impulse to the taste of Egypt, * but not a soul 
equal to its administration, — whatever may be said to 

the contrary by the babbling Goddess. — •- Oh ! 

how many false reputations were acquired in Italy ! 
and how many pedestals will now rest without statues 1 
Besides ; are the French, whose impetuosity was well 
«4apted. to the' conquest of this country, — are they, I 
5ay,\endued with sufficient patience to wait for all this ? 
incessantly eager to pluck the fruit, — will they let it 
• ripen 'for ten year3? and vt^lll they not, rather, like the 
sayage' pf Montesquieu, cut down the tree to have it 



»/ 



• *', If Cacii^e means Bonaparte here, he differs from us toto 
cQclo, in his estimate of the General's political talents. We think 
(ah(3*4^e' judge from his Italian regulations) that Nature never 
formed' a man less capable of giving what the writer calls <* the 
first strohg impulse to the taste of a nation,*'— unless, indeed j it 
be the •* taste '* of pillage and desolation. But Lacu^e, it may 
be urged, might have some other person in view ;— of this we 
can say nothing : we wish, however, to press this, and tlie fol- 
lowing paragraphs, on the readers' most serious attention : refer- 
ring ilwm for what is said on the want pf " able adniiftistra- 
tors, &c." to the Note, p. 7^. 
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the sooner! the first measures whkh have been.taken^ 
give me every reason to fear it. 

Gurieux is perfectly well at present ; hc.h^s had no 
otlier complaint th^n a violent diarrhoea \ he is over- 
burdened with business, and, what is worse, with busi- f 

ness totally unworthy of him. Our people do not know 
how to avail themselves of his peculiar talents, and 
therefore endeavour to turn his activity to accoynt by 
profaning it. He philosophises from morn to night, 
ind has ample. opportunity of putting in practice what 
fee formerly read, and has since reflected on. 

I have postponed speaking of the unfortunate Desna 
■ , ♦ to the end of my letter. He was taken prisoner 
by the Arabs more than a month ago, and we have not 

heard what is become of him since. These robbers 

■ ■ ■ ■. ' ' ' 



- ^ This name i6 effaced by a blot. AXTe made it out DesH^jitto^ ; 
But it is more, probably Desi^noire, who ii inentiQiped by. Dcs* 
^enettes. Parti, p. loa. 

The French, to whom these letters are infinitely dea^, and by 
whom tl)ey are anxiously and universally read, will perhaps 
(hank us for this scrupulous attention to names, that have little 
in them to interest the curiosity of our countrymen. They will 
recognise those of their fathers, brpthers. Sec. $ and they wil) 
inquire with algidity into their fate. 

Now we are on the subject i^vf >vill just mention, that in ^ 
former letter, we found one inclosed for a " Citizen Periin, 
merchant at Sens," acquainting him wi(h the death of his son, 
ivho» as the writer expresses it, par le fatal a^r^t du destin 
devoitperir sur le Nil. This is probably the first intimation the 
unfortunate father will have of his loss. The letter also laments, 
in the most feeling manner, tlic general want of news fromt 
JPrance, and adds, that the English have taken twelve of their 
^vice-boats. 
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have QcxtkitAy not killed him ; but if they have given 
him up to the Mameloucs, he is lost. Should this not 
happen to be the case, and he be able to endure fatigue 
and harsh tfeatment, ive shall probably have him again. 
We all cling to this thread of hope, but it is very feeble I 
the loss of a comrade is felt very sensibly here, especi- 
ally c^such a one as D ■■ . His numerous good qua- 
lities had inspired me with a friendship for him> which* 
on his side> was warmly returned. He was the only 
friend of my own age, that I had in the army : Gurieux 
IS now all that is left me. 

This campaign has been very fatal to our staff. The 
day before yesterday the Adjutant General was the only 
one we had capable of going on duty,— all the rest 
are either killed, wounded, or taken. Never were 
hussars engaged in so severe a service ; no, not even in 
the ^'rst Italian campaign ! I call to mind a most agree* 
able party of pleasure, which five of us made, before 
.we sailed fpr this country* on the highest mountain of 
T6uIon. Of the five, I only remain ! 

The person who has engaged to deliver or send 
you this' letter, is Citizen Veyssiere, captain of the 
1 8th. Me has served thirty years, and made seven 
campaigns,' He would consequently l)aye been in- 
titlje4. to: retire on a pension, but wounded in this 
countty, and tortured by the stone, he was eager to 
return to France. Some one has stupidly advised him 
to throw up his commission : he has done so, and it 
has befen accepted.— Would it not be possible still, 
think you, to get him his pension, or a company of 
invalids ? I beseech you to employ all your efforts, and 
all your credit in his favour. You will render an es- 
sential ' service to cue • of the bravest officers of the 
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Republic^ who retires with a pure heart'ami clean hands 
from the Revolution, and the war ! 

Adieu. — I embrace you, as well as my aunt, with 
all my heart. I can scarcely tel] how much I long ta 
see you both again.*— I intended to have bought some 
shawls for my aunt,* but the cdravan has been stopped 
by the Beys,* and the few. which are to be found here, 
have been raised to a most extravagant price. Five an4 
twenty or thirty livres have been given for a very com- 



. ♦ We see by this that the plunder o£ the caravan was counted 
upon, as a matter of certainty. 

It is impossible to think, •without indignation, of the coolness 
with which these people looked forward to the commission of the 
most aitrocioys aqts, ;»& things of course. They Ivid wasted and 
destroyed the fairest ps^rt of Europe, and ^hpy triumphed in tl^e 
impunity of their, crimes.— B\it there was an eye tha,t marked 
them! they were abandoned to their presqmption, and they 
rushed madly on destniction. 

If there be a spectacle which sanctions a belief in the visible 
interposition of Providence, and "justifies the ways of God to 
man,'' \t is that of Bonaparte and his army. The man who 
boasted, and perhaps thought, that he held Fortune in chains ; 
the legions, whose prowess and whose enormities struck Italy with 
terror, and confounded the powers of Germany, are- now the 
sport of a weak and contemptible rabble,— of the Arabs, who are 
scarce numbered amongst civilized nations, and of the mob of 
Cairo, the most brutified, and savage in the universe I To become 
the slaves of these outcasts of humanity, to serve their brutaj 
passions, and to minister food to their just vengeance,— to live 
despised, and abhorred; to die unknown, and have their carcasses 
flung to the dogs and vultures of the country, is now the only 
fate that awaits them \ Who does not see in this humiliating ca- 
tastrophe, the operation of retributive justice ; and who that sees 
it, does not confess with the moral poet of antiquity. 

Nee sufdum, nee Tiresiam queoquam ease Debrum! 
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mon one.-^I shall^ therefore, be under the necessity 
of bringing her some Moka coffee instead of them. 

Adieu; my respects to Citizen Lacepede and his 
wife ; to General Clarke, Brostaut, Servan, &c. Re- 
member me to Davignan,. DesageSi Decok, Charles 
l^faroit, Marecheski; &!c. &c. ' 

Lacuee* 
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Grand datK^ U- a8 Thermidor^ an &, 
Au a toy en MlOT- 

1 u verras, mon cher Miot, par la date de cette lettrc, 
que jc te Tecris vingt jours apres celle qui est dans cc 
meme paquet. Tu auras vu par le petit mot que je 
joignis avant mon depart de cettp ville-ci, que je par- 
tois pour aller avec le General le Clerc, faire une ex- 
pedition secrette, qui avoit, comme je I'ai su, pour but 
de nous emparer de la caravane de laMecque, qu'Ibra- 
him Bey avoit ^aisie. Elle n'a pas reussi, et nous avons 
perdu dans cette aiFaire bien des hussards a chevaL 

Tu reconnoitras facilement a ma vilaine ecriture 
que quelque cause doit naturellement m'empecherde 
cQnserver ma premiere maniere. Je te d^rai sans trop 
t'epouvanter, que cette expedition m*a ete tant soit peu 
funeste, puisque j'ai eu le bras gauche tellement mordu 
ct abime par un chameau, qu'il est hors d'etat d'etre 
employe pendant un mois. Cet accident n'aura pas de 
suite* J'ai eu ensuite les doigts de la main droite en- 
dommages de maniere a nc pouvoir 6crire. 11 faut que 
tu saches aus$l qqe j'ai perdu mes bagages, et que je 
suis reste avec une chemise sur Ic dos. Ma malle ctoit 
heureusemeiit arrivee au Grand Caire, et je puis retablir 
mes pertes. Je supporte tres-philosophiquement mes 
malheurs, qui ne sont d'ailleurs pas bien grands ; et le 
plus grand de tous est, et sera toujours, de ne pouvoir 
vous voir et yous serrer dans mes br;^s. 
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C'est a. Sallich, au-dela de Bllbis, dernier village 
^vant d'entrer dans le Desert, que nous avons appris la 
triste nouvelle de not re combat naval 9 dans lequel i>ou* 
avons perdu plusieurs vaisseaux, entr'autres I'Orient, et 
rAmiral Brueys mort d'un bouli^t de canon. Tu dots 
bien croire combien cet evenement rend notre situation 
embarrassante dans .ce pays ; et elle enleveroit Tespe-i 
ranee a toute rarmee, si on ne connoissoit pas legento 
dii General en Chrf qui la dirige. C'est done en- 
tierement sur lui que nous nous reposDns du soin de 
nous tirer du pas dans lequel nous nous sommes en- 
gages. Fuisse le' parti qu'il prendra nous rapprocher de 
notre patrie ! Ce pays h'est pas fait pour nous. 

Adieu, mon cher Miot, je t'embrasse de tout mon 
coeur, ainsi que tpute ta charmante famille, et la bonne 

m' — . ' • 

Boyat, qui est aupres de moi dans le moitaent, me prie 
de t'assurer de son attachement. II dit bien de choses 

• * 

a Josephine, et a M— . Si tu peux me fairfc revenir 
n'oublies pai^ d*en saisir Toccasion. N'oublies pas aussi- 
tot que tu auras re9u cctte lettre, d'ecrire un mot a 
Sucy pour 1 -engager a me rainener aveclui, en cas op 
51 partiroit d'ici. 

D'apres ce que Boyat m'a dit, il n'y paroissoit pa^ 
^ispose. Adieu. 
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Grand Cairo fiS Thermtdorjj August 15. 
' '" TiCititin MioT. 



I ou will see# jny dear Miot, by the date of this letter,i 
that it is written twenty d^ys after that which .you will 
find in tl^e same pacltet.* Ypu will sjee tQOj,by tbc con- 
clusion of the fprnjer, that I was th^p on the point of 
setting out with General Le ClcrctpQ-^ §ecret expe- 
dition,. the object of >vl>ich, ^s I afterwards learned, was 
to seize on th^ c^t[ayan pf Mecca, of which Ibrahim 
Bey had possessed himself. This expedition has totally 
f^iledj and we are retufne4,with tbe>Ios5 of a jpumber of 
our new mounte4 bussar;s. , 

You will easily. discover from this wretched scrawl of 

a letter, that s^^fthing has .hnpp^ped to preyent my 
writing ,a§ usu^l^^ ;,I v\{ilL briefly t;ell you (to save unne- 
CQSsajy alarn^}, ^^^t {h^is. expedition, has been a littl^^ 

• He alludes to his Letter of July 26th. Set No. I V^ 
i Genenil iLe Cicrc](a$ vre should have observed i^ a fo^j^ier 
letter) is much in the confidence of the Coxpni9i?der in Chief, to 
whom he is related. He married, we believe, immediately after 
the ncgociations of Leoben, a sister of Bonaparte's, in Italy, ex- 
tremely pretty, and nick-named for her silliness. La Princcsse 
Folette. Her brother made her a present of 500,0©© livres, on 
her wedding day 1 This is the lady whom Bonaparte prevented 
from seeing the oper^i at Bologna, because the company she had 
chosen to attend her were not all of the first consequence ! Ii 
must be confessed, that this equalizing Chief has most aristocrat!- 
cal ideas of rank and fortune ; ideas which, in a Corsican, and a 
republican, are altogether surprising. 
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and but a little, unfortunate for me ; sincq 1 have had 
my left arm so torn and bruised, by a camel, that I^shall 
not be able to use it for a month : there is, however ,nc> 
danger. By a second accident, I had two of my right- 
hand fingers so much injured, as to be scarce able ta 
hold a pen. 

I lost, besides, every thing I took with me, except 
the shirt upon my back. Luckily my portmanteau J^ad 
reached Cairo, so that I shall not be in want of necjes- 
isaries. . I support my misfortunes, which after all, arc 
not of the most important nature, in a very philosophi- 
cal style ; the greatest of them all, however is, and 
always will be, the not having it in my power to see 
you, and press you to my heart. 

It was at Sallich, just beyond Bilbis, the last village 
before you come to the Desert, that we first, heard the 
melancholy news of our naval action, in which wc lost 
a great number -of vessels, and amongst (he rest the 
I'Orient ; and had Admiral Brueys killed by a cannon 
shot. You may easily conceive how embarrassing this 
event must render our situation in this country. It 
would deprive the army of every hope, if they were not 
acquainted with the genius of the Commander in Chief. 
It is entirely on him then, that we rely for the care of 
Extricating us from the perilous step in which wc are 
engaged. May the measures he may take, bring us 
nearer to our country! Egypt is not made for 

Adieu, my dear Miot ; I embrace you with all my 
heart, as well as all your charming family, and the dear 

M- r-. ^ 

Bo^Fat, who is now sitting by me, begs me to assure 
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you of his attachment. He sends his respects to Jose- 
phine and to M . 

If you desire me to return, let slip no opportunity ; 
and ^bdve all, do not forget, the instant you receive this ; 
tettdty to \vrite a word to Sucy, to' induce him to take 
me with him, in case he has any thoughts of quitting 
this country. 

By what I can collect from Boyat's conversation, he 
does not seem disposed to do it at present.* 

Adieu. 



* Our unfortunate SaVast has already observed (No. IV.) 
Lucy's reluctance to take him with him to France. Sucy himself* 
we believe, will never revisit that country j biit if it were other- 
wise, if the poor man's letters had reached his friend Miot in 
time, and if Miot had employed all his interest with the First 
Commissary in his behalf, we are persuaded that all would have 
been ineffectual. A botanist, and a man of sense I What pre*^ 
tensions h»& he to be one of the chosen few who are to be per-- 
mitted to return i No, no, his fate was sealed previ6us to his 
embarkation. For the rest, we do not know that he has any parti* 
cular reason to complain ; he has already seen, he says, many of 
his associates fall around him (see his former lefter), and he is 
still in existence: nor caA he justly blame the Directory; for if 
they could deliberateiy. consign to inevitable destruction more 
than forty thousand of their best and bravest troops, to whom 
they were under the highest obligation, why should they be sup- 
posed to interest themselves in the fate of this whining compound 
of philosophy and war, who has never yet, perhaps, rendered 
them the slightest service I The idea is too absurd to be dwelt 
upon. 

When we observed above that we Believed Sucy would never 
revisit France, we were certainly very far from thinking that this 
was already a matter of certainty. We have learned, since the 
former part of this note was written, that he was on baud the 
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▼esscl which ran into Candia, where he was put to dcatli, toge- 
ther with most of the passengers, by the inhabitants. 

We are no advocates f9r a war of this savage nature ; and the 
resentment with which we speak of the army of the East, or of 
England, proceeds from observing, that they are the butchers, 
not the bold and generous enemies, of the devoted Egyptians. 
With all this, however, we wish Sucy had fallen in some other 
manner ; though we cannot help being astonished at the pre- 
sumptuous folly that could lead him to throw himself and his 
companions into th6 hands of a people whom they had so grossly 
injured. The impunity with which the French have long insaltdf^ 
find trampled on the poor patient nations of £urope» has em- 
boldened tbem to their destruction : they have at length found 
an enemy worthy of tliemselvcs 1 

We know jiat whether the: writer of thi$ letter obtained Kif 
wish to be pernfittffl to accompany Sucy In his flight. If he did» 
be doubtless shared his fate,; it is more probable, however, that 
lie did not ; and in that case^ if i short respite (for it will be p« 
more) has its value with him, 

' si tanti vita dierum 

Paucorum 

•ii/<e may venture to congratulate him on the obduracy of the First 
Con^tnisMry* 
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Au Cairf, le 29. fTjermidofj an 6* 

Au Cttoyen Pistre, demeuranf au Bureau du Naulage^ 
^uai nncentf No. 199, a Lyon* 

Jj E saisis avec etnpressementy mon chet ami, I'occasion 
que me procure un de nos chefs d'csckd^ttti qui se retire 
par demission, pour te faire parvenir cette lettre, dans 
Pespoir qu'elle sera plus heureuse que celle que je t'ai 
ecrite d'Alexandrie ; la fregate qui en etoit porteur ay- 
ant, dit-on, ete prise par les Anglais. Tu as sans doute 
appris, qu'apres une navigation assez heureuse, nous 
nous etions empares de Tlsle de Malthe, et qne de la 
nous avions fait voile pour TEgypte. Nous sommes en 
effet arrives devant Alexandrie le i4Thehnidor, et nous 
nous en sommes egalement empares apres une legerc 
resistance. 

Je ne saurois t'exprimer, mon cher ami, Tetonnement 
que j'ai eprouve en entrant dans cette ville, jadis si 
celebre, dont il ne reste pas la moindre splendeur, et ou 
on ne trouve plus que les vestiges de quelques anciens 
monumentis, tels que la Colonne de Pompee, les Bains 
de Cleopatre, &c. L' Alexandrie moderne n'est plus 
qu'un amas de baraques de terre, formant des petites 
rues fort etroites, d'une mal-pfoprete au-dessus de tout 
ce qu*pn peut imaginer ; ce qui, joint a lachaleur exces- 
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slve de ce cHmat, fait qu'on y respire un tres-mauvais 
air, qui y ati^ene chaque annee la pestc. 

A-peine commenfoit-elle a cesser ses ravages, lorsquc 
nous avons aborde ; plusicurs batiments en etoient en* 
core infestes dans le port, et j'ai encore vu porter en terre 
des etres vivants qui en etoient attaques* Je t*avouc 
que ce spectacle, joint, a Tair stupide et farouche des 
habitants du pays, m'a navre le coeur. Je me suis de- 
mande a moi-meme comment le gouvernement Fran- 
cois avoit fait tant d'efforts, et expose une armee de 
quarante mille homme«, pourvenir soumettre unpcuple 
5i feroce et si abruti. 

Tel est, mon cher Jitai, la question que je me suis 
faite en mettant le pied sur ce sol brulant, qui he pre- 
sents de toutes parts que des deserts immenses, entiere- 
ment depouryus d'eau, dans Tespace de quatorzc lieues 
que nous avons travexsees en partant d'Alexandrie, 

Apres cette cruelle traversee, ou les troupes ont 
feeaucoup soufFert de la chaleur et de la soif, nous nous 
sommes approches du Nil, dont les rives sont un peu 
plus fecondes, mais toujours habitees par un peuple 
egalement farouche. I^endant nos trois premieres jour- 
nees de marche, nous avons continuellement ete suivis 
par des Arabes, ou des Bedouins, qui sont des brigands 
a cheval, accoutumes a vivre de pillage, et qui egor- 
geoient ceux qui, cpuises de soif et de fatigues, ne 
pouvoient suivre la colonne. 

Nous avons enfin rencontre les Mamelouks, qui sont 
des troupes que les Beys, au nombre de vingt-quatre qui 
gouvernent PEgypte sousleur domination, tirent de Cir- 
cassie et de la Georgie, et tiennent a l&ur solde. Ces 
troupes sont toutes montees sur d'excellents chevaux 
Arabes ; elles ont voulu nous charger, mais le feu de la 

Part II. L 
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uiousquetcric ct du canon les a bientot disperses^ et faif 
fetirer jiisque sous les murs de Caire, ou nous sommes 
entres le 3 Thermidor, apres avoir complettetnent bat- 
tu Tennenii. 

Je croyois qu'enarrivant dans cette ville, si celebre par 
ion commerce avec I'lnde, nous y trouverions de tout 
en abondatice, et un peuple plus civilise, mais mon at* 
tente a ete trompee, et, a TeXception des Europeens 
qui y soiit etablis, le peuple y est aussi barbare et aussi 
ignorant qu'a Alexandrie. 

D'apres Ic leger apper9u qiie je te donne de I'Egypte, 
tu petix croire que Tarmee n*est point contente de cette 
.expedition dans Un pays dont les moeurs^ la nourriture, 
et la chaleur, ne s'accommodent nullement avec notre 
maniere de vivre en Europe. La majeure partie de 
Tarmee est attaqiiec de la dyssenterie, et quoique vic- 
torieiise, finira par y perir miserablement, si notre gou- 
Vernement persiste dans ses projetsambitieux. Beaucoup 
d^officiers donnent leur demission, et je t'avoue que je 
la donncrois egalement si j'avois espoir de tro\ivcr 
quelqu'emploi en France ; mais denue de ressoufces, 
11 faut prendre patience^ et attendre que les evenemens 
apportent quelque changement dans la position critique 
ou nous nous tfouvons. 

Nous ne Savons si notre sejour seta long dans ces 
nouvelles contrees, et si nous porterons plus loin nos 
conquetes j mais il paroit qu'on est dispo9€ a garder le 
pays, car on y a deja organise des municipalites. Une 
partie de l^armee est a la poursuite des Mamelouks, et je 
crois qu'on fera tous les efforts imaginables pour les at- 
teindre avant qu*ils se soient retires dans la Syrie^ puis* 
qu'ils se sont empares de la caravane des IndeS| qu'ilK 
emmenent avec eux, etqui est un objet tres*pr6cieux« 
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Adteuj chcr ami| donne iftol de =tes nouv-dTes, dont je 
n*ai pouit 16911 depuis c?cUes que je rc^us d-GSnes. Bicn 
des compliments a toute notirtf famille, ct crol^ moi, 

Ton sincere 9mu 

PlStRl« 



t_MMAtL. 



TRAKSLATIOW. 

Cairo /2() Thetintdofji August |6, 

To Ciiizin PistRC> at' tht Bureau du NauUge^ Vin-^ 

cent's Key\ Na. 199, Lyeits. 

w 

X EAGERLY avail myself j my deat friend^ of the op- 
portunity afforded roe by one df our officeri, * who 
has thrown up his commission and got leave to retire, 
to write you this letter,. In the hope that it will- be 
tnore fortuhate than that which 1 wrote you from Alex- 
andria; the frigate by .which it was &ent having been 
taken by the English. 

You have heard, Without doubt^ that after a- very 
prosperous navigation we took possession of Malta, 
from whence we again set sail for Egypt, We arrived 



* Citizen Veyssicre, xQCDtioned by Lacu^e.^^Set his letter t» 
his uncle. 

La 
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before Alexandria an the ad of July, ♦ of which we 
also took possession^ after a slight resistance. 

I want wordsj my dear friend, to express the astonish- 
ment I felt on entering this city, once so famous, but 
which does not now retain the sHghest vestige of splen* 
dor, if we except a few scattered fragments of its ancient 
buildings, iuch as the Column of Pompey, the Baths of 
Cleopatra, &c. Modern Alexandria is nothing mortf 
than a mass of mud barracks, forming a number of 
little narrow lanes, of which the filthiness is beyond 
imagination, and which, together with the excessive 
heat of the climate, engenders a kind of stagnant and 
putrifying air, annually productive of the plague. 

It had not intirely ceased its ravages when we arriv- 
ed : many of the ships in the harbour were still infected, 
and I myself saw several poor wretches, who were ill 
of it, carried on shore ! I will freely confess to you, 
that this spectacle, joined to the stupid and ferocious 
air of the inhabitants, cut me to the heart ; and I said 
to myself, " How could the Government op 
France make such extraordinary efforts, 
and expose an army of forty thousand mrn 



• In the original it is le i4^hermidor, (the ist of August.) 
The French, as we have had flequent occasions to observe in iht 
course of this work, are very far from being perfect jn their nciV- 
fangled calendar. Their Fructidors, and their Mes&idors^ their 
rain months, and their snow months,, d.re strangely out of their 
places in Egypt. . A circumstance which has, probably, corrected 
"by this time, the ideas of some of their vagabond Savdns, who were» 
doubtlesjf, in amaze mcrtt at first, at the waywardness of nature, 
in not reducing all climates to the climate Of the Great Nation ; 
and still more, at her presumption in venturing tg deviat«,fr*Ri 
Ihe calendar of a Dlrectoiy and two Councils t 
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TO DESTRUCTION, FOR Tf*E SAKE OF SUBDUING A 

SET OF fI£R<:e Akd brutified savages." 
Suchy my dear friend, was the question I put to my- 
. self on first setting foot on this burning soil ; which 
presents nothing to the eye but immense deserts, utterly 
destitute of water ; and one of which, extending more 
than forty miles in breadth, wc crossed in our fi^st 
march from Alexandria. 

After this dreadful march, during which the troops 
suffered prodigiously from heat and thirst, we reached 
the Nile, whose banks ai:e a little more fertile, but 
whose inhal)itants are not a whit less ferocious than the 
Alexandrines. During the three first days of our 
march, we were continually harrassed by the Bedouin 
Arabs, a sort of. banditti on horseback, accustomed to 
live oh plunder ; and who cut the throats of all those 
who, exhausted by thirst ^nd fatigue, could not keep up 
with the main body. 

At length we fell in with the Mamcloucs : these are 
troops whJch the Beys, who, to the number of twenty- 
four, * govern Egypt, draw froifi Georgia and C}rcassia,| 

^ This again is taken from Savary (for we never get out of his 
track), ^nd, though repeated with the utmost confidence in many 
of these letters, not a jot more correct than the rest of his" 
Feveries. 

The government of Egypt, says Niebuhr, (who in oae page has 
conveyed more real information on the subject, than is to be found 
in» some extensive volumes), is vested in a Bashaw, representative 
of the Grand Seignior j sometimes, indeed, neglected, but whom 
the invasion of the French will certainly restore to all his influ- 
ence, apd i^ eighteen Beywfor to this number they have now 
been reduced for many years* These Beys are not, -as is ci^n- 
monly supposed, all of Christian origin, purchased m their 
childhood, and brought as slaves to Grand Cairo ; so long ^t}f9 
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fnd keep in their ^siy:- These people are all mounted 

on excellent horses : they .shewed a deposition to charge 

US| but th^ fire of the musquetry and cannon «oon com* 

as vj6z (m^ny years before Savary w^s in Egypt), five of them 
were already of Mahometan families $ and as the importation of 
slaves from Mingrelia and Georgia h^s been constantly diminisfi^ 
ing, it is very probable that the greater number of the present 
9eys are of the same description. 

It has been also thought, that the military strength of Kgypt 
eonsists merely of Sooo Mameloucs: this too i$ a n^istake. 
Travellers m^iy have be^n led into it, because the troops. are not 
assembled, exercised, and unifprmly cloathed, after the Euro* 
piean manner; but every Bey has his particular troops, which 
consist principally of his vassals t some of them have as many as 
sooo ; dispersed, indeed, about the country^ but capable of being 
collected at tlie first signal. There are besides many regiments 
(such as those of Assa^, Motauirraiaf Tsjumian, Tess^huhan^ &c. j 
maint joined by the State* The number of Janissaries too, in the 
pay of th<: Porte, is considerable ; and as most of the officers have 
possessions in the country, they are s|ll exceedingly attached to 
the government. If to all these are added the hordes of Be- 
douins, whose assistante may be easily purchased against a fore^ 
enemy, we shall find that Bonaparte will have tp contend not only 
with more troops, but with far more formidable ones, than ke. 
had probably reckoned on. 

We could enlarge with pleasure on the observations of this 
well-informed traveller—- but yfp forbear* as this note is already 
long, ^nd as we have a point to settle with the French Reviewer^ 
of this Correspondence. 

In the First Part, we took the tiberty of expressing our surprizQ 
at the general ignorance of the " Army of England ;" otf <* of 
the East," respecting Egypt. This appears to hs^ve given great 
offence.— 'How, say the writers of the Decade FMlosophiqw^ Litt" 
raire and Politi^^ ". haw" (we omit their passionate pream- 
ble), " can people who have never been in a distant country, 
know any thing of it but from the accounts of travellers i " 
T{iiS| as a genejral remark, may be i^ery well; but unfortunately 
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pcHed them to retire under the walls of Cairo ; which 
wc entered on the 21st of July, after having completely 
routed them. 

I had flattered myself that on our arrival at this city, 
50 famous for its commerce with India, we should find 
every thing in abundance, and a more civilized people 
th^n we had hitherto met with ; but I have been cruelly 
disappointed. With the exception of the Europeans 
who are settled here, the inhabitants are as barbarous 
and as ignorant as those of Alexandria. 

From the slight sketch which I have given you of 
Egypt, you may easily conceive that the army is by no 
means pleased with this expedition, to a country of 
which the usages, diet, and excessive heat, are totally 
jiepygnant to our manner of living in Europe. The 
major part of the army is labouring under a diarrhoea 5 

and ALTHOUGH VICTORIOUS, WII,L TERMINATE 

ITS car£$:e by perishinq miserably, if our 

it has nothing to do with the point in dispute. Our svirprize was 
occasioned, as the critics mu<;t have s^en> by observing, that in 
a case where it imported them so greatly to collect th^ best infor- 
madoni not a man in the army, nor in the long train of Savaiut 
which followed it, should, as &r a^ appears, have extende4 his 
inquiries beyond the jejune pages of Volney and Savary, — when, 
besides the earlier and fuller works of their own councrymen, the 
judicious histories of Sandys, Shaw, Pococ]c> Norden, Nieb^hr 
(himself an host), and a number of others, lay* as it we^-e, iin-. 
mediately under their J^ands I 

Enough for the pre^nt.^If we r^tufn to ifie Decade PAiiaufr 
fhique^ which i$ not improbable, we shall hay^ ample opportuni- 
ties of shewing, with what contejppt of truth its conductors tre^t 
the *« enlightened popple of trance," and with wh^t a daring 
disregard of reputation ^ey wilfully misrepresent the moft 
obvious fa^if 
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GOVERNMEKT PERSISTS IN ITS AMBITIOUS PRO- 
JECTS. Many officers are throwing up their comnjis- 
sions ; and I freely confess to you, that I would also 
throw up mine, if I had the least prospect of obtaining 
any thing In France ; but,, deprived as I am of every 
resource, I must persevere, and patiently wait to see 
what change events may bring about in our present 
critical situation. 

We do not know whether we shall stay in these new 
regions, pr carry our conquests farther. To judge from 
appearances, this country will be kept ; for our people 
are already engaged in organizing some municipalities. 
A part of the army is in pursuit of the Mameloucs. I 
imagine every possible effort will be made to* come up 
with them before they effect their retreat into Syria 5 
BECAUSE they have got possession of the caravan from 
India, which they are carrying with them, and which is 
an object of the utmost importance an4 value. 

Adieu, my friend. Let me hear from you, which I 
have not done since I left Genoa. I beg my compli- 
ments to all our family, and remain, 

Your's, most sincerely, 

PiSTRE.* 

* Wc do not know Pistrc's rank in the army. He writes ex- 
tremely well, and his letter i$ one of the most interesting in tin; 
whole collection* 



J 
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No. XVIII. 



Au Catre^ Capitak de PEgyptij partie JTAfrifue^ 

le 29 Themudor. 

]DvUASp'Brigadter de la Compagnii No. I. a la Cifoyenns 

Dumas. \ 

« 

Chh^eMire, 

J E .vous ecris la presente pour vous^nformer de T^tat 
de ma situation, qui n^est pas des meilleures. Nous som- 
pnes dans un pays extremement chaud, ou on ne trouve 
point de vin, pas mepie du pain, si nous n'eussions con« 
struit des fours, excepte des mauVaiscs galettes que nous 
ne pouvons manger et dont se nourrissent les habitans 
du pays. 

Je vous dirai que dans ce pays, il-y-a dixsept ans 
qu'il n'y a pas tombe d'eau. L'Egypte serait inhabita- 
ble si ce n'etait le Nil qui est le nom du fleuve qui 
deboide tons les ans, et arrose tout ce vaste pays. La 
peste y est tres-commune ; le peuple y est barbare ; 
|eur dieu est Mahomet, ils n'en connoissent pas 
d'autres. Dans cette ville il y a soixante mille Chre- 
tiens, et le nombre de ses habitans monte a un mil- 
lion qui sont tres-tranquilles, et qui aiment assez leg 
Francois. 

Nous avons marche cinq jours sans trouver Tennemi. 
Lorsque nous eumes joint le Nil| nous trouvames une 
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flotllle armici qui s'etait detachee de notre escadre, dont 
une grande partie de la cavalerie a pied s*est embarquec 
dont j'en etois du nombre ; c'etoit le 24. Messidor, que 
nous embarquames. Le General Bonaparte, donna 
ordre au commandant de la flotille de prendre I'avance « 

$ur Tarm^e, ce que nous fimes. 

Le 25 Messidor a cinq heures du matin, nous^ipper- 
fumes les ennemis au nombre de dix milles, tous a cheval 
qui c&toyoient Ic Nil, ct avoient cinq ehatoupes can- 
nonnieres qui le suivoient pas-a-pas : a six heures le 
combat s'engagea. Apres quatre heures de combat, les 
cinq chaloupes, qui ayoilent fait qn feu terrible sur 
nous vinrent a Tabordage nous fumes obliges d'abandon- 
ner nos chaloupes, et nous sauver du cote ou, Tennemt 
avoit le moins des forces: une demi-heure apres notre 
armee nous joignit, et chassa I'ennemi ; nous reprime^ 
nos phaloupes, et la victoire fut a nous. 

De la nous allames pres du Caire, oh nous avons eu 
une bataille tres-sanglante, dans laquelle les Mame- 
louks ont perdu trois mille hommes, et nous n'avon^ pas 
perdu cinquante hommes, ce qu'il ne voxis sera pas 
aise a croire. Autre chose de nouveau", nous sommes 
maitres de toute la basse Egypte. On pretend que sous, 
peu de jours nous retournerons en France. 

Adieu, chere mere, grande mere, ^ceurs et beaux 
freres ; je finis en vous embrassant tous du profond de 
moncoeun 

Dumas. 
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TRANSLATION. 

Cairoy the Capital of Egypt ^ in Africa^ 
(a9 ThirmiJor), August i6th. 

Dumas, Brigadier of the Company No. i, to the femaU 

Citizen Dumas. 

> 

Dear Mother j 

1 HIS comes tb inform you of^ the state of my situa- 
tion, * which is far from being of the best. — ^We arc 
in a countiy extremely hot^ where we find no wine, 
and what is more, no bread (if we had not built ovens 



* We should apologize for troubling the i)eader with the cor- 
irespondence 'of Brigadier Dumas, were it not that his letter, 
absurd as it is in other respects, gives the fullest account of the 
defeat of the French flotilla on the' Nile, which has yet come to 
our hands. There is no doubt of the fact, for Dumas could 
have -no temptation, even though lie might have the ability 
(which, poor man 1 was far from being the case), to describe a 
l&efeat that never happened; and, besides, as we have already 
remarked, it is the only possible way of accounting for the loss 
pf the officers' baggage* 

There is yet another circumstance in this letter worth mention- 
ing ; and that is, the report spread in the army of a speedy return 
to France. Since it had reached Dumas it must have been very 
general, for we do not give him credit for much active inquiry ; 
and, in this ca^e, it strikes us as a matter of singular importance. 

Unlike Italy in every respect, Egypt presented no temptations 
to the cupidity and licentiousness of the troops, and the idea of a 
longer residence in it was therefore become intolerable to them. 
To allay this impatience, the General seems to have thrown out 
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for ourselves), except a wretched kind of flat cakcj^ 
which we cannot eat ; and on which the natives of the 
country subsist. 

I must inform you, that it is full seventeen years since 
any rain fell in this country, Egypt would be quite 
uninhabitable, if it were not for the Nile, which is the 
name of the river that overflows annually, and waters 
all this immense country. The plague is very common 
here ; the people are barbarians : their God is Maho- 
met — they know no others ! ! ! In this city there are 
sixty thousand Christians : the whole of its inhabitants 
are reckoned at a million ; they are very tranquil,^ and 
appear mighty fond of the French. 

We marthed five days without meeting the enemy. 
When we reached the Nile, we found an armed flotilla 
which had been detached from our squadron ; and oi\ 
which a great number -of dismqunted cavalry (of which 
I was one), immediately embarked : this was on the 
I2th of July. General Bonaparte ordered the com- 
mander to move forward, so as to precede the army ; 
which we did. 

The 13th, at five in the morning, we perceived the 
enemy, to the number of ten thousand, all mounted ; 
marching along the left bank o( the Nile, an4 supported 
by five gun-boats, which followed their movements. 
At six the action began. After a contest of four hours,^ 
the five gun-boats, which had kept up a terrible fire oa 



a hope of their leaving the country ; — an expedient which, with 
all due deference to his judgnient* we conceive to be as dan- 
gerous as it was wicked : for as it neither could, nor was ever 
meant to be realized, it must, in the event, have exasperated th^ 
feeling it was intended tp remove. 
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kkir flotilla, boarded us. We were bbliged to abandon 
our vessels, and flee to that part of the bank where the 
^nemy had the fewest troops. About half an hour after, 
t)ur land forces came up, and drove them back. We 
, . then recovered our vessels, and victory declared in our 
favour ! ! ! 

From thence We marched to the neighbourhood of 
Cairo, where we had a very bloody battle, in which the 
Mamelbucs lpst;three thousand men, and we did nbt lose 
fifty — a thing which it will be rather difficult for you to 
believe! Another extraordinary circumstance ! we are 
masters of all Lowfer Egypt. It is strongly re- 
ported THAT WE SHALL RETURN TO FrANCE IN 
A FEW DAYS. 

Adieu, dear mother, grandmother, sisters, and bro* 
liier-inrlaw. I conclude with embracing you all with 

the utngu>st tenderness* . .. ., 

Dumas. 



■ II n 



To this letter- is subjoined a short note to a Mons. Sarrausojii 
whom Dumas terms his honoured Concitcyen, The note itself is 
nothing ; but it concludes with a trait of riiinute polit^css well 
worth preserving. Dumas had begun on what we should call 
the wrong side of the paper, and — but take it in his own words, 
** Kxcusez, si j'ai r)ial tourn^ la feuille, un p€u de distraction en 
est la cause I *' 
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Ko. XIX. 



Au Cairff le 30 Thitmdory M 6* 

DsxiRAft, Marfchdl de Logis au 18^ Regiment de Dra^ 
gons, a la Citoyenne Adeline^ d. Marseille^ 

Ma ch}re JmUi 

J E profite de la commodit6 da Citoyeft Veyssicrc, Chef ^ 

d'Escadroh de notre f egiment, qtii part dujourd'hui ponf 
Fi'ance, poiir te donner de mes nouvelles, et en mem€l 
terns pour te renotiveller de nouveau le sentient, qtie je 
t'ai si souvent fait de t'aimer jtisqti' a la mott. Oui, je 
4e le repete encore, et II n'jr a pas un moment depuis 
notre malheureuse separation, que tu ne sols pr6sente a 
mes yeux, et que je n'acCable de baisers ton cher por-* 
trait* Oul> chere Adeline, si tu m'aime comme tu me 
Tas toujours t^moignee, je te jure qde notis jBnirons 
ensemble lios jours. Helas ! quand arrivera»t-ilj Theu^ ^ 

reux moment d'une reunion si desiree i 

Depuis que nons sommes en Egypte, Vztmic ne 
cesse de souffrir. Les grandes fatigues que nous avon$ 
€prouv^s dans le Desert^ la grande chaleur dix soleil qui 
faisoit sortir le feu de la terre, dipolirvus absolument 
de vivres^ obliges de marcher continuellement, tout cela 
est cause qu*il est mort beaucoup de volontaires ^uJ 
tomboient defoiblesse roides sue la pou^siere^ 
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Nous avons eu plusteurs fortes batailles avcc let M»* 
ttielouksy qui ont tcHtjours ete battus. Jc tc diral qu* a 
la delrniere afTaire j*ai cu mon chcval b}ess6. 

Je te prie de dire mille' choses hontietes a Doux. 
Dis-lui qu'il n'ait jamais la foiblesSfc dc s'cmbarquer 
pur venir dans ce maudit pays. Tu lul diras que 
j*«nvie beaucoup son sort. 

Je iihi^, ma douce amie, en tVmbrassant mille foiS| 
et crois moi pour la vie. 

Ton fidel ami.' 

Dezirad. 






TRANSLATION. 

Cairo, August fjth. 

r 

Dezirad, garter Master to the 18/A Regiment of 
Dragoomy to the female CitiTun Adeline, at Mar^ 
seilles. 

My Hear Love^ 

I A VAIL myself of the departure of Citizen Veyssiere^ 
Commodore, of our regiment, who quits us this morn« 
ing for France, to sehd you a letter, and at the same 
time to renew the vow which I have so often made, of 
loving you to the last moment of my life. X^s, I re-* 
peat it once more — there has not been an Instant sinctt 
our unhappy separation, that you havt not b«ea present 
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to my view^ and that I have not covered your dear por-* 
trait with k]sse$. .Yes, Adeline ! if you love me, as you 
have always sWOtfn you did> we will finish our days 
together. Alas ! 'lyhen will the happy moment arrive 
of a reunion so desired ? 

Since we h^ye been in Egypt we have dojie nothing 
but suffer. The immense fatigues which yvt jexpe- 
rienced in the D^fiff j, the prodigious heat of the iun, 
which sets the very ground on fire, thc; absolute want of 
foody and the necessity of continual marching, have 
carried off a vast number of volunteers, who dropf 
down dead at our feet from mere exhaustion. 

We have had several severe contests with the M^ame- 
loucs; whom we have always defeated. In our last 
affair, I had my horse wounded. 

Say a thousand things for me to Doux ; tell hitxl 
never to have the weakness to take shipping for this 
infernal country ; and add, that I envy his good fortune 
exceedingly^ 

I conclude, my love, with embracing you a thousand 
times. Believe me, 

Ever faithfully your^s^ 

Dezirad* 
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Au Cat re 9 U V Fruciidor'p an 6* 

• « . ■ I . ' » • f I I • • • .J ' • • ' • . • 

C. Fabeeqcie,. flw.CV/isj'^;? F^bregue^ Aide-^Commtssairef 
d bor4 dt^UFrizaftJa Afan/qnej di\AUica^dri$\,,^ 

£ saisis Toccasion qut:sc preseD.t;e JU?"Tje4opncrp^^^n 
cher frere, de mes nouvelles, J'aurois cm en re9eyojr 
des tiennes depuis long.tQms, mais j'c^n ^i ^tt^iKJiu.vaine- 
ment jusqu! a ce jour.. Je souhake qye ,ta s^ntesoit 
dans un parfait ctat; jusqu'a pre^pn^ }P'\^^, P^^^ ™^ « 
plaindre de.Ia ^eil^ae,- malgre les jprlyatioQS .4e toute 
cspece et ks fatigues CQOtinuelles <}ue nous eprouvons 
dans le Nil, ou nous sqmmes malgre cela obliges d^nous 
battre contre les Bedpuins et les.Arabes. des rives du 
Nil, que nous sommes dans Ic^ cas de parcourjr .avec aos 
avisos. Je ne me serais jamais attendu a faire une navi- 
gation aussi penible avec nos petits batlments ; quelqu' 
idee qn'on s'en fasse on n'approcbera jamais de la 
verite ; mais puisque nous ne pouvons rien changer a 
liotre destination, je dis Vogue la galere, et je nage. 

Je viens d'ecrire a mon epouse ; j'espere que tu ne 
negligeras pas d'en faire autant, pour la rassurer sur ce 
qu'elle pourroit craindre de la suite du combat de 
notre escadre, lorsque cette nouvelle sera parvenuc a 
Toulon. 

Part II. M 
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Vous eteSj sans doute, mieux a meme de savoir les 
details de cette aiFaire^ et puisqu'il y a une poste etablie 
d'AIexandrie au Caire, je te prie, en me donnant de tes 
nouvellesi de nous instruire, Vztni Fouque ou moi, de 
ce qu'il en a ete, et de notre position actuelle. 

Les Mamelouks ont absolument fiii loin de leur 
domaine ; ils sont partie dans les Deserts et partie dans 
le Sahir, et ne peuvent pas, je croisi retourner sur leurs 
pas de 8it5t. - Nous ^vons cependant i r^duire encore 
les Arabes Bedouins qui, se joignant aux habitants des 
tillages du 'Nil, n'oiis obligent, de temi? en terns a nous 
battfe ; mafs l^aVantage ^st tatqodrs pour notts, et nous 
seronsi autant qu'il sera possible, tranquilles sur leur 
riVolte,"par les nicsurcs que I'dh Va' employer contre 

L'aml Fouque et moi te prions de dire bien des cboses 

aiix waxisPertit, Morel, St. Andre, &c. de votre bord. 

Je &\W psrir ^'engager i mt donner plus soovent de 

tes notiv^iles, ^t de te rappeller que tions sommes ici 

^cjmmtf en '<ixi1/{iour nos pech€s sans dome; mais 

' patience ; — lorsqu*ils seront expies> nous irons tn 

^Paradiky et ce lieu pour moi n'est autre que ma bastide 

' dfe Toulon,' ma femnie, mes enfans, et toi que j'aimerai 

ibujours. Adieu y je t*cmbrasse et suis pour lavie. 
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Ton tendre frcre, 



C. Fabrbgue* 






OtilQf^J^l M.^jrJlVi%. 
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• Gairt (iti Fruetid>r)i Jnguft. t%th. 

To Citizen Pabkegue, Extra-Commissary y oh hard the 

, , > •■ ' •«'•■' 

Frigate la M^fitoue, at Alexandria, 

. ' * • 4 ' 

T ■»■ 

I EMBRACE, my dear brother, the present opportunit]F 
of writing to you, I have been in expectation of hear- 
ing from you a long time, but have been, hitherto dis- 
appointed. I hope your health continues good > I have 
yet had no reason to complain of mine, notwithstanding 
the privations of every kind, and the contiixual fatigues 
which wfs experience on the Nile, where we are ob- 
liged^ in i^ite of our exhausted condition, to contend 
with the Bedouins and Arabs along the bank3 of the 
river^ as often as we hav« occasion to. pass up or down 
in. our advke4»oat8* 

I Bcsrer eacpected to engage in so toilsome and danger^- 
ous a nadgation, with such ressels as ours. Whatever 
ideas yon may form of it, you will never approach the 
reality ; — ^but as reflection will not change my destiny, 
i can only say. Vogue la galere, et jis^nage,-— Push fqr* 
ward ! luck is every thing, 

i iMire just Written to my wife ; I hope you will not 
|brgd: to do the same, to remove her apprehensions 
respecting the consequences of the defeat of our fleet, 
when the news reaches Toulon* 

You are> doubtless, more likely than we are to b« 

M 2 
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acquainted with the particulars of that affair : and since 
there is now a regular post established • between Alex- 
andria and CairO) I beg that, when you write next to 
our friend Fouqiie, or me, you will inform us how it 
actually was, and what is the true nature of our pre- 
sent situation. 

« 'Th^^Mameloucs have absolutely fled far from their 
doiiiaias: — they are partly in the Deserts, s^nd partly in 
the Said ; and will not, I imagine, be in any great hurry 
to return. We have still, however^ to reduce the 
Bedouin Ar^bs, who join themselves to the people of 
the country, and compel us from time to time to coQie 
to action. The advantage, it rliust be confe^^ed, is 
always on our side; and the measures we are now 
taking^will secure us, as far as it is possible, froiti their 
revolt. 

^ Fouque and I beg you to remember us to our friends, 

**Fertet, Motel, "St. Andrec, &c. on board your \'essel. 

* I cOiScludc?^ hy intreating you to write to me inore fre- 

* * 

" •^PibHp^^l jidtidh of the establishment bf a " regular post," 

is rather singular. It appears from his own letfer, that the ildvice- 

«iboati w^rc constantly .attacked by tbc' najdves in their passage to 

.. Rosetta \* and we know, froixv equally .good authorif)^, th^ from 

, thence to Alexjindpa, rthey are exposed tp. still greatejc dangers, — 

to.tlie bore at iht mouth of the Nile, and to ourcruizers, which 

' it is almost impossitile tiiey should escape. , Of this, amongst a 

'thoiilsandinsc'aaceiyibe'fate ofthe letter btfbrc us is'a convincing 

proof. ' .. ; • V. . >.' 

. The request to be, informi^ pf tho real state. of the >actioa of 

the ist ^f August, 'is natural eqoygb i .for it appears, from Bona« 

parte's address to the army, which has been given in all our 

papers, that though he did not expressly say that the English had 

gained the day, he insiniuatcd pretty broadiy that the French had 

■ot'Uitit. 
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^uently than you have hitherto done ; and to call to 
mind, that wc are here, as it were, in exile, — for our 
sins undoubtedly. But patience ! when they are expi- 
ated, we shall enter into Paradise ; and Paradise, for 
me, is neither more p0r less than my country house • 
at Toulon, my wife, my children, and yourself, whom 
I shall always love. 

Adieu ; I eihbtac^ you, and. am ever your affection- 
ate brflttier» ' ' ' : \ 

C. Fabrigve. 

• BaMkk m the origml; fdiichift the n^m^fly^a to {hose 
Iktle seats which abiiund so much in the south of France, parti* 
eularly in the neighbourhood of Marstilles, Toulon, &Ct 
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-^" - " , •' / '^' Ju ^aftUr Gtnfrdl iu Cakej 

le I* Fructidor^mc 61:-^' 

Bonaparte, Giniral en Chef^ au Centre-amiral Vil- 

J'ai rcfUi Citoyen General, la Icttre que vous m'avei 
ecritc en mer a dix lieues du cap de Celidonia. Si Ton 
pouvoit vous faire reproche, ce seroit de ne pas avoir 
mis a la voile immediatement apres que TOrient eut 
saute, puisque depuis trois heures la position que 
rAmiral avoit prise, avoit et6 forcee et entouree de 
tous c6tes par I'ennemi. 

Vous avez rendu dans cette circonstance, comme dant 
tant d'autres, un service essentiel a la Republique, en 
sauvant une partie de I'escadre. Les Contre-amiraux 
Gantheaume, Ducheyla sont a Alexandrie, ainsi que 
tous les matelots, canoniers, soldats de Tescadre, soit 
blesses soit bien portant, tous les prisonniers ayant ete 
rendus. 

Les deux vaisseaux le Causse, et le Dubois, sont 
armes ainsi que les fregates la Junon, I'Alceste, la 
Minion, la Carrere, et les autres fregates Venttiennes* 
Vous trouverez a Make deux vaisseaux et une fregate. 
Vous y attendrez Tarrivee des trois vaisseaux de guerre 
Venitiens et de deux fregates qui doivent venijc de 
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. Mooi pi!e)jfSi;.^s^.4»rirdifrHrf io9)t|:!pi; vmtodUi: qilt'tioiitsr 

deux que Qous aMOJ^^t^^Al^a^drjcl^ da9flrtU(I>Girt'4!AleXf^ 

cadre Tur<}ue9 eti d^ tactt^r ensuil^ i iiQu$ j^94r^ av^' 
Ic^ s^ vaiss^jfiuic, ,qpe YfH|$ivou$ ffOtty<»rei5 avKiff^akMrSr 
spus ypir ordres; ;dont ;W.pf mci|;)al4 /fii^ltSn^t^jdfWl^^ 
moment ct estjijg fi^y^^risei^.laipas^flgi^d^^lco^ 
nous surmeront ds France* r, l-rr •. :► : ; ' n'»m:;. f A 
Je dqnne prdre au>Gdn$rMi Vimb|Qis4&:yeii«if0i|i|lir 
ecjpjt Franfpis j>9jr vaisseau de guerre de.plusy.ftfiQ^d^ 

fiWMPil; ?yi5^ ^^j^^rfiffS^m cdoteiur 3(otre;j5quipii04; 
qil6 ]ViOU6.cpmple!i:t«re(» 4e tons 1^ matelots Maltabqne 
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TRANSLATION. 



V Jtbad ^uarm-s^ Cairo {ist FmHidor)y August i%thi 

BoNAPARTS, Commander in Chiefs to Rear Admiral 
ViLLRNEUVB, m boofd th GuiUaume Tell; xtt 
•* Malta* 

LrSbA^E reoeived. Citizen GeneraH the letter which 
yow wrtspte me at s«a, ten teagties fft>m Cape'CelidohJa. 

f Qn th< cov^r pf this, and the twp f<]Aiowtfi|r letters, wu 
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If it were possiMe to find 'f^ult 'Wldi y6«i, It must be 
for not having^m to sea ioiBtiedlafely stfter the blowing 
op*of the L'Orient ;* dhce the poSit^sn which ihe Ad- 
«dbl hfiid'taketi^ hifd 'theif ^been £att^, ^mi completely 

sUff bunded fpr'incM^ d>ah' three 4)dW§4>^ the eii^ 
- ^¥bu htffsi^ teHd^^in thl9 ch^m^imdey as well ais iit' 
i«iaf<y othtff^i ^ri>($s^^id 'semi:VldP^the R^tiblicV by^ 
^f«j«rtlnrg «3*pd« af the'fl^u ^ The Rear Adthfrali^,' 
GaiitlNfaiume an^^Dbchisyla, a$ well ab^lt the saiIor$ arid 
^iim «f '4h«'jfkW,?'^h<ither Wigyndfed or ftOt}''dtc af 
Alexandria ; all our prisoners havln]^ bfeeh rest'Aftd/* ''^'' 
•i:Thetwtdi6hip#io*'*i/l}nei te^Oau'S^e, Vind £e Bfu- 
biisi<are'n>at|nell a(iil'''afn}ed^^)«8 ar^ th^ friga^es> ilht 
Jiwon/ theiAkene^ttbe MitiiidtiV'th^^Carrl^re, and^lSL 
tteiother VeaMiaiy frigate^i ^ Vbtt^^^'fihd'ati'Msatk' 
two sail of the line, and a frigate; andyeu wiHtwaSf 
the arrival of thred'yenetikn- saitof ahe • line, and tVo 
£rigateB>: "which are coming from Toulon. You will 
make every effort, and do whatever you think necessary 
to bring us the whole. 

My plan is to unite tFetKree vessels which we have at 
Ancona, and that at Corfou, with the two we have in 
the port of Alexandra jf* thxp^ ;^t*tA^y be enabled, at 



wHtCen, " Pdcqftet tmUtmutt la depiik^^d4$:G£nit^l en €A^ pour 
MalUj a etrejettea la mer en cos de rencontre deVenMemL" Packet^ 
containing the dupatlkn of the Ctmmander in Chiefs' fit Mkittfi, to he 
thranm into the sea in caie qfjaiiktg in tmtkila endi^. •' ' ' .• J i '/ 

It is needless to add that the activity of our seanicm^ScA the 
General's precautions. 

* .The first thought^ that occurred fo Us on reading iMS^itlosl 
important letter was, that Boaapartey in the plenitude >of- bis ^oc- 
cupations, had totally forgot there was such a people as the 
English in the world. He arranges, we see, the departuYv and 
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all events, to keep' the Turjckh squadron in^ check ;- 
and then, to, make an attempt to form a junction With 
the seven vesseb which you will by thii time have unier 
you ; and of which the chief concern at present, is to 
favbfir the passage of the packets, Jcc. which will be 
dispatched to us from France. 

I, send ^li order to General Vaubois'tb supply you 
-with a hunclred additional French troops {or each ship 
of war: this re-inforcement will fully .enable yo^ to 
keep your crews in order ; * these you will raise to their 

arrival of his marine forces, with as much facility as if there 
y^ere no obstacles to their movements. He condescends, indeed, 
to mention the Turkish squadron, which, at the time he wrote, 
was not at sea, but of the English squadron, which had just 
destroyed his own, which held him closely blocked up, and 
which rode in undisputed sovereignty from one end of the Me- 
diterranean to the other, he takes not the slightest notice. 

When we found in the letters of Le Pere, and others, a hope 
expressed that the £nglish would return to Giibraltar, Scc» we 
passed it over as one of those involuntary reveries in which the 
mind sometimes indulges, in spite of better knowledge. But 
now that we see the ** Commander of the army of the East," 
not only take up the same absurd idea, but act upon it, as if it 
were a reality, we confess that we want language to express our 
astonishment. 

We have frequently heard, and from very respectable autho- 
rities, that the merit of Bonaparte's Italian campaigns (such as it 
is) should be attributed to Berthier. A few such letters as this 
before us, would put the matter out of all doubt, for it is scarcely 
possible that a man so totally devoid of considciration, as he here 
appears, should ever be fit for any thing but a partisan; for a 
desperate conductor of a desultory war, for an active and intrepid 
leader of a horde of Cossacks 1 

* This looks as if there had been some mutiny on beard the 
Guillaume Tell, subsequent to the engagement. We believe 
there was once a design of surrendering the ship to Lord Nelson, 
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ftill eompltmmt, by taking all thbMalKs^tsaiko yom^ 
c$n find. .;- '. ;k • r . . . 

. I salute yw, mi sqid you my €0oplimMitft. 
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wbsther cm the part of the officers* •* crew» is uncertain ; — tkis. 
however, tire can say« that in either case, it was not .prevented by 
Villeneuve^ who is totally unworthy of the t»raises lavisbed qii 
Hfm by Bonaparte* ' 
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Au ^artier Ginfral du Cain, le 4. PructiJor, -an 6. 



.. i. i 



BoNAPAR7.i^V Genirfil en Ch^f ^ OVi^i^^ Msnaro» 
C$mmissairi Ordonnateur de la Marine, a Make. 

J ]fe' i^oU zftc pldsi^y Ci^oyen'Cofntnkisair^) pAr votrei 
Icttrc du 1 5 Th6ltifidit>r> ' <{uid fe Dego et k CaFtbagirtt34\^ ' 
soiit prets a ^^rtlr. A Ptture q<i*» est Ic Gofttte-attiiiUl . 
Vnteneuve ibiia' tiioiiitlg^^Vec s9€)i:i escadu^ darn^ fe pdrf? 
dl^'Malte; pfesp^ete aiiisi qike! voustrairailleiieziaved lH' 
plbs grand*' ♦iet^iig i'l^ai'^Wttwnt'dfi troiddme vaisseaUi' 
etJ^H'Wfett %ii>ftK>is H potorra 'augmewter^F^^iit^^iten 
rAtiiirai Vflteiieuve. Je vous pHe de tnettve dahsd^tle-" 
cfaxymsttuicfeptus'^de'iele ct d'aWiVite que: dJins taiWr^* 

J'ai 6crit en France pour qii'dti v6us fit pass^f eeiit 
nifflc francs, et j*€cris au G6neral Vauboi^Ip^t qt?n^ 
vous aide de tous ses moyens. J'espcrc que^^ous sei^ 
bientot * j oint par le reste de ' vos vaissfeaujc qiif soh^ S ' 
Toulon, ..;.!-! 

Faites nous parvenir par toutes les occasions des 
ncTUveiles do Fraiide. > Les petits bateaux qui longeAt 
la cote d'Affrique felvent pouvoir arrtver skns-difficirlt6; ' 

. • <-. • t- ! ■ . " ■ ' ' ' ) 4" ' * 

. ..; Je vou6s4ttft,. 
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Head Quarters, Cairo (4 FructsJor), August «i, 

. \« , . ► _ , • . ■ ' » . , 

JBoMAPARTEy Commander in Chief, to Citizen Menard^ 
• 'Comfntssaryrf the Mdrini^^elt Malta. 



. « 



I 8SJB with plea$urej Citla&en CpmmijEjsary,, by your 
\tmv df the tA instant, that xht.DegpJ^s^ia^ th% Gartha- 
glmise^ ar^ ready foi: spa. By this time^ Rear Ad- 
miral Villelieuve will have aochored with his squadfon' 
in. the port of Malta.^ I.flatfer myscdf too, tt^at you 
will apply yourself to theequipneifil of the third yes$el^ 
and that before the expir^pn of af nu>nt^r-M wijl be in 
aconditipn to augment the squadron pf, Admiral Ville- 
neute. I intreat yoi| to )ise. mprer.z^al ,and, alacrity 
in this instance, than in any other. 

I have, written to prance for an hnp^r^d thousand 
liyrea for you ; and I am now., writing to General 
Yfi^bois to eXfhort him to assist you with evjery thing 
in his power. I hope that you will 9oon be jre-inforced 
by the ships at Toulon. 

» 

* Twiv sixty-foursy beloihginj; to the Malteici whieh the 
French) as -Rear Admiral Perr^e says, have confiscated to the 
profit of the Grtai Nation, The latter vessel seems to have re- 
tained its original name, but the former, we see, has been nick- 
named by the modest ^^'hero of Italy," after one of his early 
victories. 
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Let slip no opportunity of sending us ntews from 
France. Tlie small vessels which ply along the coast 
of Africa might reach us, I should think, without dif- 
ficulty. 

I salute you, 

BONAPARXS. 



» r 
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Au ^uartier General du Caire, le 4 Fruciidor^ an 6« 

BoNAPAKTE> Gineralen Chef^ au Geniral Divislmnaire 

VauboiSi a Make. 



1l est indispQnsablei Citoyen General, qtie vous four- 
nissiez a TAmiral Villeneuve tout ce qui lui sera neces- 
sairCf solt en approvisio;iement, soit en garnis(»iy soit 
en matelots, pour mettre en etat les deux raisseaux et 
deui^ fregates qu'il a avec Itii. 

Les communications sont extremeinent difficiles ; je 
n'ai point re^u de lettres 6t vous, mais je compte assez 
sur votre zele pour douter que la pllace de Malte fie se 
trouve dans le meilleur etat^ et que tous n'employerez 
tons vos moyens a nous captiver le peuple, et a nous 
faire parvenir toutes les liouvelles qui pourroitnt vous 
arriver de France. < 

BONAFARTE. 
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TRANSLATION. 

Head Quarters, Cairo (4/i FruciiJor), August ai. 

B0KAPARTE9 Cwnmander in Chiefs to thit General of 
Division, Vaubois, at Malta, 

» 

1 HBits is an absolute necessity^ Citizen General, for 
your supplying Admiral Villeneuve with every thing 
necessary (whether provisions, troops, or seamen), to 
enable him to fit out the two sail of the line, and the two 
frigates which he has with him. 

Our conmiunications are extremely difficult. I have 
received ao letters from you* I have too much confi- 
dence in your zeal, however, to doubt for a moment 
that the fortifications of Malta are in the best condition, 
' or that you will not make use of all the means, in your 
power to attach the people * to us, and to expedite all 
the intelligence which may reach you from France. 

BONAPARTB. 

* In the original, capUver le peuple. Sweet, says the poet, are 
the uses of adversity I the insatiate spoiler who spared nothing, 
hunuin or divine, at Malta ; who stripped the poor of every re- 
source, plundered the granaries, emptied the magazinci, seized 
the public treasures, nay, the public curiosities, 
Pocula adonuids rubiginis, et populorum 
Dona, vel antiquo positas a Rege coronas— -« 
Who stripped the churches of their ornaments, the houses of 
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individuals of their little platei and who carried the wantonness 
of insult and outrage so far as to steal the archives of the island ; 
(useless to him in every respect) the insatiate spoiler, we say, 
since his reverse of fortune, is become tender and humane. His 
thoughts turn to the .p^t^e. whom he injured in the full tide of ^ 

prosperity, and, trembling fur the consequences of his perfidy 
and his guilt, he writes a whining admonition to his officers to 
•• attach them to him by every means in 'their pb,wef !" 

Hypocrite! what means of AtTAchAikW^'did you leave to 
the troops, wh6m your dVarice'f xposed to the just vengoaiKe of 
an injured nation?^ every thing,twhid^ the MaJti^s^ regarded with 
reverence or love, you took with you, or sent to France; nay, 
such was your unbounded rapacity, that of the treasure you 
found in the Church of St. John, yoatdid-iiot leave Vaubois a 
single day's pay for ^e garrison^ lyhp^ ;t^ 'this hoOr, have had 
,no other resource thai) public and private plunder! 

Attach the i»eople!-^No, the people arc not stocks and 
stones ; they will not always be robbed with ihipunjty; nor will »^ 

they, unless by compulsion, kiss the'hands yet reeking with the 
blood of their wives and children. ^Att A CB iffttu f — No, your 
repentance and your insidious kindness come too late. Before 
your fleet had.well lost sighf of the coast, the people, stung 
to madness by their wrongs, rose up as one man, cut ofi* hundreds 
of their oppressors, and are at this moment . waging fierce and 
/inexorable war against those who, protected by numerous for- 
tresses, have hitherto found means to retard the sure approaches 
of captivity or deiith I •' (•''•. 
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No. XXIV. 

AlexandrUy ce 12 Fructidor^ an 6, 

A ta Ciioyenm Dbscorchbs, Rue d'Anjou^ No, 929, 
Fauxbourg Honoris ^ Paris. 

£iNCORE Une ; peut-etre serez-vous plus heureuse que 
tnoiy bien aimeey vous en recevez quelqu'unes probable- 
meni, mats nous aucune. Celle que je vous ai ecrite 
de Mahhe a ete prise sur la Sensible ; mais a notre ar- 
riv6e ici j'en ai ecrit une qui a du vous parvenir ; une 
par le vaisseau le Guillaume Tell, apres notre defaite, 
et une par les vaisseaux Anglois. 

Voila ies seules occasions que nousavonseuesjusqu'a 
present. Celle- ct est aventuree, car le port d'Alexan- 
drie est blo'que par trois vaisseaux et trots fregates, qui 
sonty le Zele de 74, commandant; le Goliath de 78 
canons ; Schwkt-sure de 74 ; TAlchmene fregate, et 
I'Emeraude fregate ; la Bonne Citoyenne, id. Devant 
Damiette il y a 6galement un vaisseau, dont je ne me 
rappblle pas le nom, et outre cela deux fregates, la For- 
tune ch€beck, qu'ils nous ont pris, et deux avisos, la 
Torride, et le Leger. Ce dernier venoit de France 
quand il a et6 pris, jugez du d6plaisir. Toutes nos 
lettres oht ete la capture de Tennemi, except6 les de- 
jpeches du gouvernement, qui ont ete jettees a la mer. 

Parmi les lettres on a trouye nn portrait, qu'apparem- 
ment quel que belle ehvoyoit a jBon'cher ami ; elles n'ont 

Part II. N 
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pas de quoi se chagriner, car voudroit-on leur Stre in* 
fideley cela est impossible ; il n'y a pas une femme ici 
qui vaille la moindre de notre cher pays ; elles sont 
I rares, quelquesEuropeenesvoila tout. Pour les femmes 

du pays, les belles ne se montrent pas apparemment. 
Celles que Ton voit font trembler. 

Tops ceux qui viennent deTinterieur disent qu'Alex- 
andrie est la plus belle ville ; helas, que doit done etrc 
le reste : figureZ'^vous un amas confus de maisons mal- 
batiesy a un etage ; les belles avec tprrasse, petite porte 
en boisy serrure id. ; point de fenetres, mais un grillage 
en bois si rapproche qu'il est impossible de.voir quelqu' 
un au travers ; rues etroites, hormis le quartier des Francs, 
et le cote des grands. Les habitants pauvres^ qui forment 
le plus grand nombre, a^ naturel^ honnis une chemise 
^leue jusqu'a mi-cuisse^ qu'ils retcoussent la moitie du 
tems dans leurs mouvemens^ une ceinture, et un turban 
de guenille ; voila leur appanage. J-espere que nous 
(irons au Caire, nous verrons s'ils sont comme ceux,»ci, 
alors j'aurai de ce charniant pays jusque p4ir-dessu$ la 
tete. Je m'enrage d'y etre, ainsi que le cher - - - - ^ 

Nous desirpns fortement et bien vivement retpurner ; 
mais puisque nous y sommes tant vaut-il le voir. Les 
restes de cette fameuse Alexandrie ne sont pas beaux ; 
nous verrons si Memphis a eu le meme sort* La mail* 
dite Egypte ; sable partout ! le limon que le Nil laisse 
sur la terre en fait la rich^sse. Un homme qui a dans 
le Desert, un pays, peut cultivpr autant de sable que son 
pay^ four^it d'eau pour arrqser tous les jours. 

Mon courage est soutenu par Tespoir d'un prompt 
retour. - - -- - -- 

---ilse pourroit bien 
qu/on I'envoyat^ je vole dans vos bras> c^ la a moo 
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departetnent, jc voudrois m'y trouver cet hyver ; le 
terns passe malheureusement trop vite. II se pourroit 
bien que Ton fit quelque tentative, je serois fache dc 
ne pas m'y trouver. 

Nous ferons peut-etre voir que nos Btetons et Nor- 
mands valent mieux que les Provenfaux ; cette mal- 
heureuse defaite vient beaucoup de leur mauvaise conduite. 
Tous les chefs venus deBrest, excepte un, ont ete tues ou 
dangereusement blesses. Je vois avec peine que TAmiral 
sera la bete de somme, ilne peut se defendre, cbacua 
le charge ; il a peut-etre des torts, tnais pas tous ceux 
qu'on lui donne et qu'on lui donnera. Gantheaume, son 
chef de Tetat major, fait Contre-amiral pki le General 
en Chef, prendra, a ce qu*il paroit, a son retour du Caire, 
le commandement des miserables forces qui sont ici. 
Nous le desirons, et attendons avec impatience son ar- 
rivee ; cela soulagera, et nous verrons alors quelle 
bordee nous devrons prendre, car faire un plan est une- 
chose impossible dans les circonstances ; il faut que 
nous allipns au Caire pour bien juger ou nous ferons 
voile selon les circonstances. 

Que de gens attrapes, chere amie, tous ces faiseurs 
de fortune, ou bien tous ces voleurs, ont le nez bas, et 
voudroient retourner d'ou ils sont partis, je crois. Je vois 
avec beaucoup de plaisir que la plus grande partie aura 
plut&t perdu que gagne ; il y en a\ira quelqu'uns qui 
feront de bonnes affaires, mais ce sera la minorite, et ils 
auront bien sue. Les Arabes du D6sert en ont expedic 
plusieurs pour Tautre monde : ils harcelent teUement 
les villes et villages, qu'a deux cents pas hors Tenceinte 
on court de grands dangers : plusieurs personnes ont 
ete tuees de cette maniere. 

Murat Bey s'est retire dins la Hante Egypte, od on 

N2 
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le poursuit sans succes. Ibrahim Bey en Syrie, on V^ 
poursiiivi inutilement ; on a neanmoins atteint son ar^ 
riere-garde, qui s'est superieurement battue, et qui ne 
s'est pas laisse entamefy de sorte qu*on Ta laisse con- 
tinuer tranquillement sa route. Les richesses ont etc 
presque toutes enlev6e6 ; ce que Ton a eu a ete tres- 
peu de choses. Je crains que Ton ne manque d'argent ; 
on en manquera certainement, si Ton veut executer de 
beaux projets qui seroient bien utiles, 4^11 couteroient 
immensement. Les gens du pays sont papvres, il n'y a 
pas de ressource de ce cdte-lsL ; il n'est reste aucun 
Mamelouk ; leur bravoure est etonnante. Tons bien 
armesy intrepldes a I'exces, ils sont venus se faire tuer 
dans les rangs ; aucuns ne se sont rendus. 

Voila tout ce que je puis vous dire pour le moment. 
Je ne vous parle que d'affaires, mais dans celle qui par^ 
tira en meme terns par un autre batimerit, qui sera plus 
sure selon ma maniere de voir, mon cceur s'onvrira a 
Cette chere et bien aimee amie. 

AVRIIURY. 
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TRANSLATION. 

Alexandria (la Fructidor)^ August 2gt^4 

T^tbifimali Citizen DescorcheS, Rue d'Anjou, N$. 
929, Fauxbourg Honor^j a Paris. 

Y ET another letter. Youmay probably, my love, be more 
lappy than me : some of my letters may chance to reach 
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you ; but I receive none of yours ; that which I wrote 
from Malta was taken in the Sensible ; but on our ar- 
rival here I wrote you one, which I think roust have 
come to hand. I sent you one, too, by the Guiliaiime 
Tell, after our defeat, and another by the English fleet. 

These are all the opportunities I have had ; the present 
letter is hazarded, for the port of Alexandria is blocked 
up by three sail of the line, and three frigates: the 
Zealous J the flag-ship ; the Goliah^ and the Swiftsure ; 
the AUmena, the Emeraldy and the Bonne Citoyenne, 
Another ship of the line, whose name I do not recollect^ 
is cruizing before Damietta, with two frigates, the cor- 
vette La Foftuney which they took from us, and two ad- 
vice boats. La Torride and Le Leger. This last was 
coming from France when it was taken ; judge then, 
how wretched it made us ; all our letters fell into the 
hands of the enemy, the oflicial ones excepted,^ which 
were thrown over-board. 

Amongst the letters, the English found a miniature, 
which some fair one had apparently sent to her lover* 
The ladies need not be much alarmed, for their swains 
have not the power, if they had the will, to be unfaith»> 



• There was luckily no ** exception," as the reader wiU'see 
by the following extract from Captain Hope's Letter to the Ad- 
miralty. 

*« Though every preparation was made for boarding the Leger^ 
to save any 4ispatches she might have for Bonaparte, we could 
not prevent their being thrown overboard ; which was, however, 
perceived by John Taylor, and James Harding, belonging to the 
Alcmene, who, at the risk of their lives, dashed overboard, and 
saved the whole of them." Gazette^ Sept. 30/^, 1798. 

It is pleasant to add, that these intrepid men have been gratt • 
fully remembered by their country. 
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fuL We have a few, and but a few, European women 
here ; but the best of them are inferior in attractions to 
the veriest dowdies of our dear native land. As for those 
of the country^ the handsome ones I fancy^ keep them« 
selves concealed ; for those that we see absolutely 
frighten us.* 

Every person that comes from the interior of the 
country tells us that Alexandria is the finest city in 
Egypt. - Good gods ! what must the rest be then } 
figure to yourself a confused mass of ill built houses of 
one story, the best of them with a terrace ; a little door 
with, a wooden lock, no windows but a lattice of wood, 
of which the bars are so close that it is almost impos- 
sible to distinguish any object through them ;' and little 
narrow streets, except what they call ** the Quarter of 
the Francs," and the ** Residence of theGrandees.*' The 
poor inhabitants, infinitely the greater mimber, in a 
state of nature, with the exception of a blue shirt, which 
reaches half way down their thighs, and which i$ 
tucked up more than half their time, a girdle, and a 
turban dropping to rags. This is ttieir whole ward- 
robe I 

I hope we shall soon go to Cairo ; we shall then sec 
if the people of that city are like these ; if so, I shall 
have had my belly-full of this blessed country. I coul4 
tear myself to pieces for coming here ; so could, my 
4?ar. friend * .""^ *. * 

We wish vehemently -V- ay, and very vehemently to* 



. t Another letter saysy" I never saw any tiling so dbgnsting 
as tKeir Miomen. A traveller called Savary" (this is a most 
scurvy designation of the man on whose accuracy all France re- 
lied) *<< has had, I scarce know how, the sti»pk}ity (Htaiserte) to 
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return to France ; but since we are here it is a^ well to 
iiee as much as we can.* The remains of this famous 
Alexandria are poor enough ; we shall see if Memphis 
has any thing better to shew. This infernal Egypt ! 
nothing but a waste of sand. The mud which the Nile 
leaves upon the ground constitutes all its wealth. A 
man who has a tract of land In the Desert, may culti- 
vate as much sand as he can find constant water for. 
My courage is sustained by the hope of a speedy return. 

- t it may still be sent : in that case I 
thsiU'fly td your arms, and from thence to my depart* 
ment. I am anxious to be there this winter ; time passes 
away unhappily, t6o rapidly. It is ndt unlikely but that 
gome attempt may be made, and I should be sorry not 
tb be on the spot. 

We shall perhaps, shew the world that the Bretons 

compare these filthy objects to the Princess Naiisicaa I I could 
forgive him if his design was merely to lavgh at the princess ; but 
he is quite serious." 

* Avrieury seems to- have thought of the old adage, tantum 
vaiet quantum sonat ; or perhaps he never thought at all of the 
matter. His journey to Memphis was probably postponed. H<^ 
may therefore comfort himself (supposing these remarks should 
ever fall in his way) by hearing that he has lost nothing by the 
delay ; for we can confidently assure him that Memphis has even 
less " to shew" than Alexandria. Etiam periere ruinap 5 its very 
iHiins have disappeared. 

^ f Here are two lines obliterated by a fold ; it is impossible to 
restore them, but their purport may be guessed at from what 
follows. Avrieury, it should seem, flattered himself that if a 
certain expedition took place, he should be recalled to engage in 
it". The allusion is evidently to the projected invasion of Ireland. 

One would think the Citizen had almost had enough of In v a* 
a IONS. It iippears from his own account, that the one he is at 
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and Normands are rather su|perior to the PrQvencials. 
This unfortunate defeat arises in a great measure, from 
their bad conduct.* All the officers who came from 
Brest, one only excepted, are either killed or dangerous*- 
ly wounded. I see with pain that the Admiral will he 
made the pack-horse. He cannot help himself, and 
therefore every body is loading him. He may have com-* 
mitted errors, but certainly not all that are charged, and 
that will continue to be charged, upon him. Gan- 
theaume, his chief of the staff, who was made a Rear . 
Admiral by the Commander in Chief, will assume, as it 
seems, on his return from Cairo^ the command of the 
miserable force we have here. We are all desirous of 
it, and anxiously expect his arrival ; this will console 
us a little, and we shall then see what steps to take next ; 
for to form any plan here, in our present circumiSUnces, 
is impossible. Our destination must be yUimately di- 
rected by the situation of affairs at Cairo. ^ 

What a number of people have been taken in, my 
dear girl I All those sudden acquirers of fortunes^ or 
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present engaged in, is not very consoling to his feelings; and wcj 
can take upon us to assure him, that he would have found the 
other productive of no extraordinary amusement. AlexaRdria, 
we allow, has little to gratify his curiosity, but Mill-prison has 
still less ; as the envied partakers of the expedition iq ^luestioa 
may one day let him know. 

* There is something extremely unji^st (but when w^ ^ 
Frenchman just to the unfortunate ?) in attributing the defeat of 
the ist of August to the Provencials. They fought at least a^ 
well as the Bretons and Normands, who if we may judge from the 
fate of the Brest squadron on the coast of Ireland (which we 
suppose was manned with them), have very little reason, what* 
ever AvHeury may fancy, to boast of their superiority cith^y of 
concjuct or courage. 
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lather all those robbers,* are pitifully down in the 
mouth, and would, I believe, be very happy to return 
from whence they came. It gives me a deal of pleasure 
to see, that the majority of them will rather have lost 
than gained by their speculations. Some, indeed, have 

♦ As all the expeditions of France have been undertaken 
with a view to plunder, their armies have been constantly fol- 
lowed by large bodies of people of this description, prepared to 
treat for such stolen goods as were of too unwieldy a nature 
fo be put up with the baggage. 

Bonaparte never moved without a legion of these convenient 
i» EC EI VERS in his train, who were always ready to purchase, at a 
low rate, whatever he and his harpies could seize in the houses 
of individuals, from the cottager to the prince. It is perhaps no 
exaggeration to say, that this Chief of Brokers has sold, for his 
own share, more furniture, plate, wine, pictures, busts. Sec. 
IScc, than half the auctioneers in Europe. 

Notwithstanding the swarms of " robbers" which, by Avrieu- 

ry's account, followed him into Egypt, we do not iind that the 

Qumber in Italy was at all lessened. We have before us the- 

J ouRNAL of what took place on the seizure of Rome, written by 

a man of integrity and observation, jivho was himself a witness of 

what he relates. From this, we borrow the following passage : 

** As s»on as the Pope was removed, the Vatican and Quirinal 

**. palaces were opeiled, and an inventory made of every article. 

** The company oi brokers that followed the army were then per- 

'* mitted to purchase, upon their own terms, whatever they chose, 

*• and afterwards the Jews of the Getta were called in to take the 

^ rest. 

** These brokers" adds the writer (Mr. Richard Duppa), "were 
^* a number of monied men, from France, particularly from Lyons 
f< and Marseilles, who joined together.a considerable capital to- 
f* wards supporting the army of Italy, when Bonaparte first 
« crossed the Alps, with one express condition, of their having 
** the refusal of any spoils that might be made, at a certain per 
** centage, for their own profit, upon a fair valuation, which va- 
** Ipafion was to be m^de by themselves J '* 
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dohe tdlcrably well, but they are very few ; and few as 
tjicy arc, have sweated pretty handsomtsly for what they 
have got. The Arabs of the Desert have sent a good 
many of them to the dther world. These people infest 
the towns and villages in such a manner, that at two 
hundred paces from the walls, one is always in the most 
immiuent danger of being shot. Several of our meu 
have been destroyed in this way. 

Murad Bey is retired into Upper Egypt, where he 
has been pursued without success; Ibrahim Bey inte 
Syria; and he too has been pursued to no purpose^ 
Our troops, indeed, came up with his rear-guard, which 
fought in. a most gallant mannei' : and as we could make 
no impression on it with all our cfiForts, we were ob- 
liged tdlet it proceed tranquilly to its destination. The 
rich caravan was almost all secured by Ibrahim ; what 
we obtained was sci^rcely worth taking. I am afraid 
that we shall want money soon t I am certain we shallx 
if we pretend to execute those fine projects, which will 
undoubtedly be useful, but v^ich will cost an immense 
Sum ! the people of the country are .poor ; nothings 
therefore, can be expected from them. — There is not a 
single Mamelouc in the country. Their bravery is 
astonishing : well armed, and intrepid to excess, they 
sudied upon our ranks to be butchered. Net one of 
fhem would accept quarter. 

This is all that I can say at present, t have talked 
to yoii in this letter only of business ; but in another 
which I shall send at the same time, by what I con^ 
ceive to be a safer mode of conveyance, I shall open all 
my heart to my dearest and best beloved wife. 

AVRIEURV. 
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Alexandrify k 1 6 Fructidtrj an 6. 

Le Contre-amiral Ganteaume, aux Geniraux com^ 
mandants les Forces de Terre et de Mer^ a MdlU. 

Citoyens^ 

Ij'est avcc la douleur dans I'ame que je vous previcns 
que le 14 du mois dernier, Tarmee navale de la Repu- 
blique a ete attaquee par celle Britannique, aux ordres 
du Contre-amiral Nelson. Le combat commence a 
six heures du soir, n*a fini que dans la matinee du 15. 
Apresune resistance extremement opiniatre, la force 
Ta emporte, et notre escadre, inferieure par le nombrc 
des vaisseaux, la composition , et ['organisation des equi- 
pages, asuccombe. 

Nous avons dans cette fatale affaire eu le malbeur de 
perdre onze vaisseaux brulcs ou amaiin^s par I'ennemi. 
Presque tons les oflSciers commandants ont ete tues ou 
blesses. Depuis cette malheureuse affaire les ennemis 
sont maltres de nos cotes, et ils interceptent toutes nos 
communications, avec une simple division de quatre 
vaisseaux et quelques fregates. Le reste de Tarm^e let 
les prises ont fait route pour la SiQile. 

Notre position interieure est, cependant, satisfaisante. 
Ih^tre armee occupe toute la Basse Egypte. Le General 
en Chef est au Caire. Les Mamelouks ont ete baCtus^ 
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detniits en partic, ct disperses. Un corps sous Ic com- 
mandement d'lbrahim Bey, s'cst refugie en Syric, ct 
!Klurat Bey a monte dans le Said, Lc General Desaix. 
est i sa poursuite, et personne ne doute qu'au premier 
jour nous n'apprenions sa defake. Maitres alors do 
toute TEgypte, nous pourrons nous y maintenir, pour 
peu que nous recevions des secours pendant Thyver. 

Je vous adresse avec cette lettre les depeches du 
Gouvernement. Veuillez les faire passer en toute dilv 
gence, 

Salut et fraternite. 

H. Ganteaumh, 



TRANSLATION. 

w 

Akxandriaj Septemher 2/, 

Rear Admiral Ganteaume, to the Generals command^ 
ing the Land and Sea Forces^ at Malta^ 

Citizens^ 

^1 js with anguish of soul I inform you, that on the 
first of last month, the fleet of the Republic was at- 
tacked and defeated by that of Great Britain, under the 
commslnd of Admiral Nelson. The action began at 
six in the evening, and did not .finish till the forenoqn 
of the next day. After, a most vigorous struggle, force 
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preVatlcd, and our fleet, inferior ♦ both in the number 
bf vessels, and in the composition of their cfcws, yielded 
the day. 

* How could Ganteaume (evidently A man of sense) set down 
this absurd and contemptible falsehood I He states the English 
force Correctly enough in the First Part (p. 230.}, and he must 
have known, while he was writing, that the " superiority," in 
every thing (courage and capacity excepted) was on the side of 
the Freach. 

The humber of vessels, it is true, was equal: fet if we con- 
sider that the largest line of battle ship in the English squadron 
was probably^nferior in size to the smallest in that of the French ; 
that the latter had one ship of 120 guns, three of 80, four 
frigates, several gun -boats, and a '< battery of guns and mortars 
on an island in their van," to which we had nothing to op<» 
pose ; we can have little hesitation in deciding the question of 
superiority. 

In stating the number of vessels to be equal, it should be ob* 
served, that we ^ount the Leander in the line. How fit she 
was for this, may be seen by comparing her size and force to any 
one of the French seventy- fours opposed to her ; to the G^n^- 
reux, for example, by whom she was afterwards captured. 

We have now before us a letter written by^ir Edward Berry ; 
from this we shall take the liberty of extracting the relative 
statement of ^he force, &c. bf the two ships. 

" The G^n^reus^, of 74 guns, is 193 feet 7 inches in lengthy 
and 23 feet in depth; burden 2144 tons; carries thiny 36- 
pounders ; thirty 18 ditto; and four 42*pound carronades; com- 
plement 700 men (when she fell in with the Leander she had 
900.) 

** The Leander, of 50 guns, is 146 feet 6 inches in length ; 
and 17 feet, 5 inches in depth ; burden 1052 tons: carries twenty- 
two 24- pounders, twenty-two 12 ditto, and six 6 ditto; com- 
plement 343 men (when captured, she had only 282, boys iji- 
eluded) her masts, yards, and sails, those of a thirty-two gun 
frigate," 
• Thus far Capfain Berry. Whether the Morning Chronicle, 
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We had the misfiortune» in this fatal contest,- to lose 
eleven sail of the line. Almost all the superior officers 
were killed or wounded. Since this calamitous eventi 
the enemy is master of the coast, and intercepts all our 
communications, with a smalt division of four sail of 
the line, and a few frigates. The rest of their fleet has 
sailed, wirii the prizes, for Sicily. 

Our position in the interior is, however, satisf^- 
tory. We are in- possession of all Lower Egypt. The 
Commander in Chief is at Cairo. The Mameloucs 
have been defeated, destroyed in part, and dispersed. A 
body of them, under the command of Ibrahim Bey, has 

which denies this brave mftii courage in common with the rest 
of his countrymen, will have the temerity to question his vera- 
city, we know not,-^should thAt paper, however, feel inclined to 
do so, we think it lies in our power to assist it) we can furnish 
it with a, counter otestimMy from a qnarter which it has never 
yet had the uncaiididnes» to doubt ; we ntean from the French 
themselves. 

Extract of an official letter Jrom the Captain of the Ginereux*^ 

Corfou, Sept. ist« 

'< I have the pleasure of informing you that I am arrived at 
this place with the English ship, the Leander, of sEVENTT-POfTR 
guns, which I fell' in with near Candia." — Here follow some 
absurd lies concerning the action of the ist of August, which we 
omit. 

** With respect to the Leander, I was obliged to engage her 
for near five hours. She mounts seventt-povb. guns $ 50, 
24, and M- pounders I I ought to have carried her in less than 
an hour," (this is true enough) " for we fought broadside and 
broadside : during the action we fell aboard each other, and if 
my crew had been a little more alert I should then have taken 
K«r'* 1 f I 

Le JOXLLB, JUO. 
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taken shelter in Syria, and Murad Bey has passed into 
the Said. General Desaix is in pursuit of him, and no 
One here entertains a doubt but that we shall speedily 
hear of his defeat. In that ca$e> masters of the whole 
of Egyptj we shall be able to maintain ourselves iixithe 
country y provided that we receive a little assistance 
from France during the winter. 

I send you 9 with this letter, my dispatches for Go- 
vernment. Have the goodness to forward them without 
delay. 

Health and fraternity. 

I 

H. Gamtbaume. 



\ 
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OplPictAL Documents, inclosed in Rear Admiral 
Ganteaume's Dispatches to the Generals tommand-' 
hg the Land and Sea Forces ^ at Malta* 



No. 1. 

I 

Etat des Equipages a hord des Batimens composant la Di^ 
vision dans le Port d*Alexandrie, a Ffpoque du 9 Frwr-» 
tidory an 6** . 

Muster^ Roll of the Crews on hoard the Vessels j composing 
the Division in the Port of Alexandria^ taken on the 
26th 0/ August f 1798. . 

SHIPS OF THB LINE, AND FRIGATES. 





Number of men. 


Le Causse 


608 


Le Dubois 


58X 


La Courageuse 


334 


La Junon 


368 


Le Mcuiron 


293 


Le Cazzero 


228 


L'Alceste 


278 


Le Montenottc 


304 


Le Leoben ^ 


258 


La Mantoue 


201 



3453 



• RIGIKAL LETTERS. 193 



SMALLER VESSELS. (Batimens 


Legers.) 


K 


. ^ Number of men« . 


f 


Corvettes,— Le Rivoly 

Salamine 

1 


81 
126 




' * Alerte 


82 


- 


Lody 
Gun-Boats.— La Pprtugaise 

Granger 
Aglae 
Packejs,^rJloops 1^ - . 


102 ' 

103 

88 

102 

69 


• 


Negrcsse 
Chasseur 


75 
94 


. 


Independant. 
Vif 


. 48 
60 




Chien de Chaise 

' ' — 

Galley.— La Victoire 


65 ^ 

» 400 

1 


- 


* 


1495 


^ 



Alexandria (14 Fructidor), 
August 31st, 1798. 

Rear Admiral 

• Gantbaumie. 



Part IL 
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Nq. 2» 

Etat dis Batimens composant la FJotille du Nil^ sous le 
Commandement du C^tre^-amiratPE^iBii.'E. 

List of the Vessels composing the Flotilla of the NiU^ under 
the Command of Rear Adtfiiral Perre'e. 

Le Chebec, Le Gerf. 

Le Pemi Chebec, La Revanche. 

SMALL SLQPPS Of WAI^. 

La Capricieuse. , 

Sans Quartier, 

Pluvipr. 

Etoile. 

£cl»r. 

Demi Galley, (Name not I^nown.) 
La Coquette. 

L*Amoureuse« 

OUN-BOATS. 

L'Hdene. 
La Victoire. 

L'Espe ranee. 

* ■ ' '. 

Les etats de situation d'equipage des batimens men- 
tioaa^s ci«-desstis ne nous sont pas parvenus. 

The muster-rolls, of the crews of the vessels above 
mentioned are not come to hand. 

H. G% 
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No. 3. 

£Mt iis hommes ccmposanf lis Equipages des Convm 
mouillis au Port J^AUxandrie, sous Jes'Ordfes du Chrf 

di Division^ DOHlAKOtE LS PELLEV. 

Number of Seamen composing the Crews of the Transports f 
now at Anchor in the Port of Ak^^andrlay under the 
Command of the Chief <f Division^ DumanoiR Le 
Pellbv. 

Number of oien* 
Toulon Transports - * 533 
Marseilles •do. - - 569 > 
Ajaccio - do, - - 185 
Genes .do. - - 995 
Civita Vecchia do^ - - 735 

3017 

Fait double au Bureau de la Majorite du Contre* 
amiral Ganteaume, le 16 Fnictidor, an 6. 

Copied at the Office of the Majority of Rear-admiral 
Ganteaume^ September ^d, 1798* 

Adjutant Nicholas Jugan. 

Examined, H. Gamteaums. 



Thes^ DocvMENTs ar^ofa most curious and iiniportant'na- 
ture. They Enable us to complete^ in some measure, the esti- 
mate of the numbers sacrificed in this insane and wicked expe- 
dition. 

Oa 
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In the First Part we reckoned the land forces at 42,000 ; and 
this, we are persuaded, was rather under than over the amount* 
In the French papers we fiifd.theiti* estimated differently, 1. e, 
" Dcsaix's division, composed of three demi-brigades ; Kle- 
ber's, id. p I^^nou'^ i^.; Bbn*^- id.'^^ttnd RcgnicV's of tWo^ 
forming in ^11 fourteen dcmi^l9/ti|ga^f ; pf which vj^ur of Ijght 
infantry, and ten^qf.t)ie Jine.^ £a^)%,4expi*brigade consists of 
2,400 men ; total of infantry, therefore, 33,600. The cavalry, 
cimimiM^ded by.bafnaB,: .con!bi8f^.of oIl6^]«g)menr of'hiissairs, one 
of chasseurs, ^(\d'<hre/e ^dtago^S^ t^lt^l g^oo^t-iinakingjtl to- 
gether 36,600. ''^Bi^this is evi<^e^t1y^tMad<rirate^,^eshaU^ there- 
fore, adopt our first number, 42,000. ., . , ,«, 

The sea forces, ^s^ appears from the certificate of the French 
Co/nmlsiii'riVs,' delivered to Admiral Lord Nelson, on thf, fifth of 
August, aofcbnted To 10,710. hi thU thfe V-re^s of'the gun. 
boats are Qiiir^ncluded, we-shall, therefore, t^^'them &t 300. 

On board the shipsL of the line,.(iiigates, and (S^nn^iSor, vessels 
of wari in. the port of Alexandria^ there are, according to the 
Schedule (So, i.}, 4,948. On the flotilla pf t))e Nile-(^o. 2.), 
averaging the crews at a hundred each, 1,500, — and in the dif- 
ferenttran^ ports in flie port of Alexandria (No. 3.), 31017. If 
then we recapitulate those numbers,— 



Sea ditti!^ nr j -t/ ,,,<.,{ ,"\j *' .. ^^,oia,0 1. 



* . .Ships, 4^q. at. Alexaii^ria, -..,.. 4t9ykS( •. -v 

Flotilla on the Nile - . - >*5oo 
Transports - •- -. * ^ * ^ 1.^.1 -^'t^rf^' 



We shall hii«6k.su^-^hick,l^iBl^lieVe, will not be far from the 
truth. 

There are yet, however, to- bc-wWed, the swarms of s^iccu- 
lators, purchaser's of plunder, robbers, as Avrieury justly calU 
them (see, tWjpreceding letter) which, lite vultures, always fol- 
low the desolating track df a French army:' before the reader can 

-■• /• ^ •»_^*r>f«»- Jill' 1 '• ' ^ ' , • ' ^ 

accurately apprecTate the wlioTe' number vomited forth' by France 
on this unhappy country. 
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Disburthened Europe, while she condoles with Egypt on the 
visitation of this eleventh, and worst plague, may yet congratu- 
late herself on its having at length removed from her wasted and 
bleeding realms. — Nor need she fear its return. Scarce an indi- 
vidual of those numerous |hoLisan(is has yet reached France ; and 
few indeed, and scanty, •^illl^e^heir future arrivals! — The Di- 
rectory have obtained their end : they are happy usque ad deli* 
ciasvotorumi and^ve, sincerely. fecilitate them, and the civilized, 
world ift 'general*, \)n the probable'extmction'of a horde of tur- 
b^<?nt^apdfruelass5i^i0Vi .» ,sV ^ .'. r v\ v.. • \ nv. \ :> \ 



'«\o>. 1 livs ^•' uo,^'. \ ^.^ '*'y\ 
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No. XXVI. 



AUxOtfidrie^ h x8 Fructtdor^ tm 6. 

VOrdomtaiiur dg la Atariw, au Citayen Povrkr,C6m^ 
missaire de la Marine au Havre* 

Alls precedentes vous sont-elles parvenues, mon cher 
camarade ? J'ai lieu de craindre que non, et malheureuse- 
ment je suis prive des votres. Si vous ctes accable de 
besogne, je n'en ai pas moins ici. Sans moyens, sans 
ressourceSy il faut tout creer, et dans quelles circon- 
stances? lorsqu'on a ete temoin, pour ainsi dire, des 
affreux evenemens du 14 du dernier. 

Permettez qui je vous rappelle vos promesses a P6gard 
de ma famille; j'en attends I'execution de votre amitie 
et de votre complaisance. Chargez-vous, mon cher 
camarade, de compliments pour vos coUaborateurs, et 
recevez Tassurance de mon inviolable attachement. 

Le Roy. 

P* S. II paroit que nous avons perdu nos camarades 
Jaubert, Peret, et Tofficier de sante en chef de I'escadre, 
le Citoyen Renard. Vous aurez su les autres afiligeants 
details avant la reception de ma lettre. 
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TRANSLATION. 

Alexandria (r8 Ffuetidat), September 4/ A, 

TBe Inspector of the Marine, to Citizen PoupiT^ Com^ 
missary of the Marine, at Hmfre. 

Have ^y of my former letters reached you, my dear 
comrade ? — I am afraid not \ and unfortunately I have 
received none of, yours. If you are sinking under the 
weight of business, I am no less so. — ^Without means, 
without resources, I have every thing to create, as it 
wel^y^'-^ftnd fffider what circumstances? — under tliosc 
of having befcii altholst an eye-witness of the dreadful 
catastrophe of the 1st of August. 

Allow me to put you- in mind of your promises re« 
specting my family; I look for the execution of them 
from your friendship, and your readiness to oblige. 
Have the goodness, my dear comrade, to present my 
compliments to your fellow labourers, and accept, for 
yourself, the assurance of my inviolable attachment. 

Le Roy. 

P. S. We have lost our comrades Jaubert,*^ Peret, 

* Our conjecture then was riglit (Part I. p. 36.) and Jaubert 
perislied in the explosion of the L'Orient. 

How many of the writers of the First Part of this Corres- 
pondence, and of those who are mentioned by them, have pe- 
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and the first physician to the fleet. Citizen Renard. 
The other distressing events you will hear of, before 
my letter reaches you. 

^ rished since their letters .ir£fc|iedui( For the French themselves 
we feel little regret. 

'tis the sport to see the engineer 
iJUoi^'^ ^Ub hisi^wn pel4K. 
They came to destroy, and they have been destroyed I — But 
we deeply lament the fate of the inmocent victims of their* barba- 
rity. The Citeriff C6niim (of whom 'the reader will find some 
mention in the First Part, p. 193.) has, we sec, been barbarously 
put to death at Cairo, and had his lioary Ijead ps^raded round the 
streets, in the true style of Parisian expeditions. 

When.it is considered that the crime of this man (according to 
,tbe Pnench them^lvc^s) consisted in his not being seduced by a 
*f tricptqured scarf,'- to assist in the destruction of hfe brethren | 
and that he was only removed from. Alexandria, «sa temporary 
measure of security, — his being dragged to Cairo, and murdered 
by Bonaparte, without evidence j (for that, Loyer says, was left bc- 
' hind) must furnish the admirers of the General's justice and hu- 
manity, and, above all, the Reverend Mr. Wakefield* with 
fresh fopirs of ** consolationand triumph 1 '* 
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AUxandrUy le\% Fructidor^ dn 6. 

VOrdonnaUur de la Mutine^ au Vice^amiral 

Thevenard. 

Citoyen General^ ... 

^J E ne sais si mes lettres vous sont parvenues ; mais il y 
a bicn long temps que je n'ai re^u dcs votres. L'inter- 
ccption, ou plutot la difficulte, des communications en 
est surement cause. Des batinqens que vous avez ex- 
pedies, le bateau Cor$e Egalitiy le Vif^ le Lody^ sont 
seuls parvenus. Le Leger a cte pris en vue du port le 5 
de ce mois. . UAnfmone^ cha^see pal* les Anglais^ a ete 
forcee de faire cote le 16. Partie de ses ma'heureux 
passagers et equipages ont ete yictimes des Bedouins, 
quelques uns ont ete faits prisonniers par eux et r^chetes 
ensuite ; on presume quelques ,autres prisonniers des 
Anglois. 

Le General Ganteaume vous adresse, sans dpute, 
Citoyen General^ des details sur Ics funestes evene;- 
ments du 14 du. mois dernier, Permettez, que je joignc 
mes sentim^ns a ceux de douleur que. vous eprouyez, et 
comrpe ami de votre patrie et comme pere. Votrc 
jeune fils a eu le bonheiir d'echapper ; il est embarqu$ 
avec le Capitaine Capousique* ! . * * 

Peiinettez .encore^ Citoyeo General, quie je vous 



M2 ttTtM Of 

pri^ de me rappeller au souvenir du Citoyen Girandi* 
II sera je crois convenable de retarder les envoys dont 
V0Q8 avez bien voulu vous charger^ jusqu'a ce qu'il y 
ait plus de surete dans les transports. 
Agreez i'expressioti de xn6n le^fectifeux attachement. 

Le Roy. 



"■ T""^^** "^ ■^' * ■"' 
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Alexandria (i8 Frucfidor), Septemher ^b. 
The 1nipM0r $f the MarfHe, /a Vite^iubnfriil 

GiiUM Gtrteral^ 

1 1>0 not know vvhether any of niy letters Have reached 
ymi, but tis liOW a ireiy long time feince any of yours 
have fttathed tdt ; t^hich I attribute entirely to the in- 
terception, or rather to the diflScurty of our c6mmuni- 
cations. Of all the vessels which you have dispatched, 
thd CorsiCJiil brig £galtie, the Fi/f and the Lodi^ are 
the OAly oties which have been foriuhate enough to ar- 
five hefe. The Uger was taken within sight of the 
pott, oh the 27A ult. ; and the Animone^ chased by the 
£nglish, wis forced * to run aground the day before 

* No, Mr. Inspector, the Anemone wds net fined to ran 
i^gMuiid,-MNil as vn ptobibly kno^ more 6f tbitf ciituitt!(iBiice 
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yesterday* Some of the unhappy pasnsngrrs and cf ew 
were murdered by the Arabs^ others were mode 



than you dp, and as it touches upon a matter which we have 
very much at heart, we wilt take the opportunity of enlarging 
upon it. 

On the id of September (the day mentioned by Lc Roy) two 
of our frigates chased tlie Anemone, of four guns, and sixty men, 
into shallow water, in the road of Marabout. As escape was 
impossible, and resistance totally out of the question, the boats 
were sent to take possession of her, as a matter of course. On 
their approach, she first fired at them, and then, dreading their 
resentmient for such an unauthorized display of hostility, cut her 
cable, and ran ashore. Here her crew was immediately seized 
by the Arabs ; all who attempted resistance were cut down on the 
spot, and the re,st stripped entirely naked. In this condition, 
seven of them^ among whom was the capfajn, contrived to slip 
from their hands, and ran down to the beach, where, falling on 
their knees in the water, they begged to be taken on board by 
the men, whom, with a degree of insolence and rancour to be 
&und only in the modern French, they had just before wantonly 
attempted to destroy ! To say that those men were English, Is 
sufficient. "I a N» happy," says the brave commander of the 
Zealous* ** to add, that the humanity of our people extended so 
far as to swim on shore with lines and small casks to save them. 
One young gentleman (midshipman of the Emerald) particularly 
distinguished himself: he brought off the commander, Gardon, 
at the hazard of his own life!" Gazette, Nov. 13M. 

This was great, this was noble, this was truly BngK^t Gardoh 
deserved to be run up to the yard-arm for a murderer ; yet We 
see the very youth, whose life he had treacherously endangered, 
risking it again to save him i 

And the men who could do this, are termed, by the Morning 
Chronicle, ** disgraced cowards!** 

We proceed without apology. We feel, we confess, an inex- 
pressible pleasure in dwelling on the merits of our brave tars ; 
and think, that whenever wc have an opportunity of thwartisg 
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>pri8oners bf /diem^ \;»id have ^ihce b^n rrnitotned, 
and the nest^ -vfje 'presume, Vere tafc^ch by the i English. 

the base attempts of the Jacobin prints to sacrifice their honour 
^tp Fraqce, it is an indispensable duty to sei^e it with avidity. 

Every one knows the cruelties ii)flicted upon such of our 
conntrymen as had the misfortune to fall fnto the hands of the 
French • They were confined (see the Report of the House, of 
Comnions) in pestilent dungeons, Starved, ^lyA sometimes poi- 
soned. This, the Morning 'Chroniicle'.(for the other, Jacobin 
prints are beneath notice J[ denied, as long as denial was possible^ 
aqd when' it was no longer so, insinuated, as the last piece of 
service it coujd repfier the-Directory, that ** if. the truth could be 
f airly com^ at, we should find we had no great re4son to cora- 
plain!!!/' 

The TjiUTH, happily, m^y be fairly come jit: and we.earr 
nestiy intreat the reader to follow u^ with care through the im-. 
portant, documents we are about to lay before Him ; after which 
wejyill tru&t biin to form hisv own conclusions op the ." jeaso(» 
we havC{tQ compl^m." . ... . , 

We have just, %%zx\ ij[;e cpnduct qf the Enojish to thcFrench. L<^ 
us now see that of the French to the Enelish: vvhea, not as ip 
the.fqrmer, case, after an unjustifiable a^^ult, — but after gaU 
laptly i^nd honourably contending for victpry, they >v^re at length 
obliged to yield to the superiority oi foixe and numbers.*' 

" When the French " (we quote from the letter of Captain 
Ber^ry,. which I we mentioned above) *'* took possession of th^ 
X^ean^er, .they plundered the pfficefs of ail their clothes ; even 
the surgeon's instruments did not escape them. My sword was 
|o^n out.(;^|my,h^o49 but.I recovered it, by insisting that i would 
.ieliy^ritf to Le JqiIIq myself. He s^id to Captain Thomson an^ 
Wl?^ you have fought well, I. will .only take care of your swords 
till you quit the Genereux ; but in this instance, as in every 
other, « be broke his WQrd with me- 

*' I did not save a cpat but the one. I had on, nor any 
other article ^—^when I remonstrated, he said he would lead vat 

cpe.,"..&c. &c., , , , - 

,^Pi|t this, the Mprning,, Chronicle wiU sa^y, . was immediately 
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General Ganteaume has^ undoubtedly setlt ybu^ 
Citizen General,' a "detailed account <^ the fatal event 

after the lieat of actioii : — let us see thervhoiiv these ** generous ** 
victors conducted, themselves after their arrival at Cdrtou, where 
ihey had leisure to deliberate cool]y on the conduct of the men 
whom they had cajptured, and whose unprecedented, gallantry 
would have extorted pity and respect from the wildest savagies. 
Here, again,. ** the truth may be fairly come at," as our 
readers will r. readily alfpw, we believe, after perusing the fol- \ 

low^qg (Jispatch. ,:, . 

« 

liy Lordsy 

THiitT.Y^sparoeriof.the X^ander which was taken andVarried 
into Corfou, arrived here from that island, the aoth ultimo ; 
these poOr men were forced away in three small inconvenient 
vessels, i o in each, some of them badly wounded, and in a very 
weak state, being obliged to lie on the decks, exposed to the in* 
clemency of the season 17 days. On Friday, 10 more arrived 
from the same place. The first 30, having finished tfieir qua- 
rantine of 13 days, came out this morning, much recovered, from 
the attentions to their health and food. The last 10, have suf- 
fcred*more than the others, being ^3 days on their passage, and 
fto^hort of provisions, tliat, had npt some pa^seng^ers taj^en com* . 
passion on them, they must have perished. I am sorry to ob- 
serve, .the French behaved- very badly to them in the shortness 
ofj;p^visipn., I hope, ^^.^^^V^^ c^re» ^9 resforc^ these valuable 
jueritosious ipe|i to their 99untry and families. 

I haye the hoqour to be, 8cc. 

'' "' ■ ' ' ' ■ . " -^ . 

, Edwaro Stanlsy. 

British Consul at Trieste, 
Bight Hon. Lards Ccmmissumcrs of the AdmraUy* 
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If the perusal of this dispatch awakes the same feelings in our 
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of the first of August. Sui&r me to join my heart- 
felt sorrow to- that which you must so poignantly 



readers that it did in the breast of those to whofri it' is addressed, 
our gallant countrymen will not have suffered in vain. 

But while the French were thus exposing their prisoners, with 
their wounds yet open, to the almost certain hazard of perishing 
by shipwreck, or hunger, what was the conduct of the English to 
tkdrsl It fortunately happens, that here too " the truth may 
ht fairly come at ;" — and when we say that it prdceed^ from the 
mouth of Mons. Niou, we presume that the Morlifng Chronicle 
itself will acquiesce Lo the testimonyu 

• 

NioVt Commiuaire du Gcnvememtnl Frangais en AngkUrre^ pwr 
UnU ce ^*«f( ftlsUf^ VEckang^ it om TraiUnmU des Pris<mnikrs di 
Guerrt. 

A ' Mhsu^ts la Comkissaira du Transport OJfce, 

MessUHTS, 

. }e suis arrive ce matin du long et p^niUe voyage que je iieii^ 
de faire dans divers di^pots'de ptisonniers de guerre Fraivpofs eir 
Angleterre. 

J'ai I'honnefur de vous renvoyer le passeportqiii m'aMhremis 
^ Edinbourg'pour me rendre ^ Norman Crosse^ et de Ilk k 
Londres. Veuillez recevoir mes remerdements dc TexactSitade 
que vous avez bien voulu apporter ^ m'envoyer cette piece. 

Une indisposition m'empediant' de 'sortir ce matin ; je ne pcux 
me rendre dans I'instant auprds de vous, pour vous entretenir 
sur divers objetS'extr6mement importants. }e vous prie de 
troaver boii que jc m^y lende demain k I'heure que vous voudrez 
bien m'indiquer. * 

On ne peut-itre pha satkjk^^e je nel^ai itfdam iM t<mm& dei 
sentiments d'humanite bt db justice qui president a la conduite 
des c^di^ 0»ft d$fig€iUf toys vos- paoaiSy i'AdmmstratuM des 



ex4pdrit»ce» both w * Jov^er of ypur C9iMMy> a«cl> aft a . 
father. Your youngest son has had the happlaft^s IQ 

prbf>m pu ks Frmfm unU deHifVA- il tst bien ^^ p0$T ^o% fctpr 
d^ avoir cet homage a rcndrcala verite, 

Yu i'hoimcur d'tcre^ &c. 

Kiov. 

TRANSLATION. 

LottdoHf Htnember laM, 179!. (0« S,) 

Kiouy Commissary of the French Government in England^ for every 
thing which relates to the Exchange, and Maintenance of the Prisoners 
0/fVar. 

To Messrs. the Commissioners of the Board of Transports, 

Genttemenf 

I ^M priyed this mprning ^fttr a long and troubjKspme jpwr. 
Rcy wl^iQh I h^ve jus; m^d$ to the different jep^tjs.pf the Frenipb 
prisoner^ of war in England, 

t have the honour to return yo^. th^e pa99p9r^ whifih v^aa .for- 
warded to me at Edinburgh^ to enable me to prpfceed to Vof* 
man Qross^ and (rom theqce to LondQn^ Be pli^as^d to aQPept 
my thafilufor|lie<pupc|.uality with which yoM .tnm^fi^Ued ine . 
tlijsppcr, , 

A slight iRdJsppsitipnpcevents, my coming abrw4,tW? WPm-, 
ing^ I cannot, ther^%e^wait on you 9f, ibif'w^p^ts"-^^J b«5C 
of you to allow me to call on you to*morrow mornings gt any 
hqur which may suit you, as I w^nt to hs^ye sop^ conyer^f^tion 
•n a variety of objects of the first i^pgrtancc 

It is not possiblb to bb bbtter pleasbd than I UAyji 

BUN THROVGH the WHOLE OP THIS JOV&NEYy WITH THE 
SENTIMENTS OP aVMANITT, AND JUSTICE, WHICH aECV- 
LATB BVBET PAET OP THE CONDUCT «F THE AOENTi, WHO 
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escape : * he is now dn board the Vessel of Captain Ca^ 
pousique. • - 

Let me intrcat you, Citizen General, to remember 
me to Citizen Giraildi. It will not be amiss, I think, 
to stop the sailing of the papers wHich you have under- 
taken to send us, till it cail be done with less hazard. 

Accept the assurances of my respectful attachment. 



»f 



Le Roy. 



DIRBCT, UMDSR TOUR 0RDER3, THE ADMINISTRATIOK OF 
THE PRISONS IN WHICH THE FrENCI) ARE KEPT. It IS A 
SATISFACTION, MOST DEAR TO MY HEART, TO HAVE AN 
HOMAGE OF THIS KIND TO PAT TO TRUTH I 



I have the honour to be, &c« 



Niou. 



We make no apology; as we have already observed, for the 
length df this note ; indeed, it does^not need it. If thd'e Be an 
English^nan whose breast does not glow at reading such testi- ' 
monies to the unwearied humanity of his country, contrasted, 
as it here is^ with the insolence, the rapacity, the rancour, and 
the cruelty of France, he is unworthy of it,— and we resign him, 
with ineffable contempt^ to the friendship of the M. C, With that . 
paper he may turn with a malignant scowl from conviction, and 
exclaim, with equal baseness, arid stupidity, that " if the truth 
could htfarrfy come at," we should find we had no great resison to 
omiplain." 

* Admiral Thevenard's eldest son commanded the AquiUmf of 
74 guns (one of the captured ships) and was killed in the en* 
gagemcnt. 
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No. XXVKL 






St, yean d*Jcre, %g Fructidor an 6". 

Jin. Eng. Calones Beauvoisin, Adjudant-Giniral 
employe idns'TArmie Fran^oise en Egypt e^ aux Citoyen^ 
Memhres du Direct aire Kxicutif en France. 

Citoyens DirectmirSf - 

(jHARGE'par le General Bonaparte d'une mission im* 
portante dans la Palcj^tine, j'ai re^u ordre de lui, a mon 
depart d'Egypte, de vous faire parvcnir par toutes les 
voies qui me paroitroient les plus sures, les imprimes 
que yoas tzouvere^ drincluo. Feut-etre vous auroient 
lis deji ete transmis : mais no5 communications avec la . 
France ^evenant de jour en jour plus difficiles^ je re^arde 
comme tres^favorallile I'occasion qui m'e^t oiFerte de 
vous donner des nouyelles de Tarmee. 

Notre position en Egypte est jusqu'a cc moment tres- 
brillante^ et si le $ucces de ma negociatioh avoit re* 
pondu a I'attente du G6n6ral en Chef, j'eusse pu avant 
mon retour aupres de luj, vous donner a Pavance quelque^r 
ccrtitudi^s i'vtti avenir pki9 heureuXp Cependant, rien 
n'est encore rompu, et il sera peut-fttre possible 4^- 
revenir sur mcs pas* , . - 

Je suis ford d'etre laemique. Te remets ma lettre a 
lin Capitaine Ragusais, dont le b&timent doit mettre a 
la voile sous peu de jours, je desire ardemment que 
cette lettre puisse vdas pairvenir. Puissiez-vous en la 

Part II. P 
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recevant tire convaincusy Citoyens Directeors, qua' 
800 lieu«s de la patrie, n6s coeurs y soDt plus forten\eiit 
attaches que jamais. 

Rccevez au nom d^ tops me« cainarades et da brave 
Chef de Tarm^e Tr^n^oiie, I'expression de.tousiioft 
sentimens, et Tassurance de noire sincere ^x respcactueifX 
dgvouement. 

Jr. Eng. BBAiMfoisiN. 

r • • 

• « . / - » 

Seul Fraitfais en €€ nioimnt 4^n^ la Pal^inf^ 
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Si. Jion tTAcre (19 Prucriior)^ ^SiffUmhr^. 

Jh^Eng. Caloi^es Beauvoisin, Adjutant'-GeMnralt 
employed in the French Armjy in Egypt y to, the Citizens ^ 
Members of the Executive Directory in France. 

Citizen J^irutors^ 

v/RARGED by'Generai Bohapai'te with an important 
mission in. Palestine^ I received orders from hia)» OA 
my departure from Egypt, to transipitto ypli ))y every 
mode of conveyance )that ^p^ared to me moat* sale, tke 
printed papers which you will find inclosed.* Per- 
haps they have already reached you ; but as our com- 
munications with France are becoming every day mor^ 

• Sec the Imt&oductmn, 
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» « 

and mcH»-difiicuIt, I embrapc^ with the ^eatest plca- 
syre, the pi^^eseot opportunity of spnding you the news , 
of the army. 

Our situation in Egypt is, to thepresent momenti 
highly brilHant: and if the success of my negociation 
had^mvpredfhe expectations of the Commander in 
^Jhief, J should have been enabled before my return to 
him) to ^e you, in advance, some unquestionable as- 
surapg^s *oC thp futurPj, more .brilliant still,-rthe bu^- 
ness;, however, is pot ye^t- decidedly given up^^ and, 
perhkp5f dt may be ia my power to recover tlie,.grouqd 
wbfch I have lost, ♦ '^- "^ ...... 

I am obliged to bp laconic. I entrust my letter to 
the Captain of a Ragusan ship, which will sail in a 
few days. I most anxiously hope that it will reach 
you. May you, while you read it, be convinced. Citi- 
zen Directors, that at 800 leagues from our country our 
hearts ^re ftiore strongly attached to it than ever, 

^ We lament that it is not in our power to give the resider any 
^tisfactory account pf the purport of this most curious letter* 
The writer seem$ to be one pf those revolutionary missionaries 
who have always preceded the march of the French armies, and 
served the dopble purpose of corrupters and spies. His parti* 
pular object, as has been observed, we have no means of know* 
ing. It is some consolation, however, tp be assured, that let it 
have been what it may, it is f:ompletely frustrated ; for sooa 
after the date of this dispatch, Be^uvolsin was thrown into 
prison by the Governor of Acre. 

His brother (such, at least, we conclude him to be} hasexpe- 
rienced a very different fete. ^' He has be^n condemned (in the 
words of honest Dogberry) to everlasting redemption/' Le Ci- 
toyen Bcauvoisin, (says Bons^p^rte) adjoint, ayant quitt^ le poste 
qu'il avoit a Tavanc^e, et tenu des propos propres k decourager 
le soldaV ser^ destitu^^ et renvoyd en Fianpe par la premiere 
•ccasion 111 
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Accept^ in the ilaiiie of all my cotnriaes, and of the 
brave Comibander of the French army,' the expression 
of all our sentiments, and the assurance of our sincere 
and respectful deVotion. ' , . * 

Jh. Eng/Bbauvoicin*^ 

The' only Frenchman at this moment in Palestine.* 

•** 

r • • • • 

• It is wortli observing, that thi^ liiie^sls written at th^ vety 
instant that the Jacobins of thisr and other countries were assuring 
the world, tiiat the Frendi troopf weie JdasteiY of thft wMe of 
Palestine 1 Sic transitt Sfc. SfQ. 
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A Alexandrii^ le ^3 FructU^r, an 6f ,» 
Rozis d son Ami Gri V£t. 

. ^ M^n Cher^ 

Litest avec^bien du plaisir que je t'ecris la presenter 
tspefant qu^elle aura le bonheur de te parvenir, inalgr6' 
les grandcs difficultes que nous eprouvons depuis le 
knoment malheureux de la destruction totahe de notre 
escadre» 

Au mooient que Tarmee de terre se bat comme des 
lions, celle de mer se bat comme des laches. Nouis ne 
devons nuUement inculper les ofiiciers subaltemes des^ 
cannoniers, et quelques matelots ; mais une grande partie 
ayec les officiers superieurs $c sont battus comme des 
•traitres a leur pattie. 

Nous habitons un pays ou tout le monde se deplait a 
la mort. Si Tari^ee Tavoit connu avant de partir de 
France> nul de nous n'auroit embarqu6| et auroit pre- 
fere un million de fois la mort que de nous voir reduits 
a la misere ou nous Somtnes : nous avons rcnneml par- 
tout; devanty derriere, et par les c&tes ; exactement la 
Vendue ! mais heureusement que nous avons battu, a 
ce que nous croybns> les plus redoutables. 1®. Nous 
avons battu les Arabes. a®. Les Mamelouks. 3*^. Les 
Bedouins; presque tous cavalerie de petits cheVau^ 
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alUnt dans lei montagnes comme dansr la plalne. Les 
sotdats se battent commes des Cesars ; il a reellement 
fallu des soldats Francois pour les battiv. 

Notis nous sommes presque totijours batttis tn ba-- 
taillon (Juarre ; trois jodrs de' suite a iflarche forc6c 
en bataillon qtiarre, difFerement nous anrions 6t6 tou^ 
detfuits* Dans le principe, il nous faisblt tres-peu 
de prisonniefs, et s*il y en aVolt ({uelqu'uns qui ^bhap- 
pasent a la mort^ ils etpient reserves potir leur passioil 
Ibrutale^ * '' 

Le pays d'Alexandrie n'est qii'un pays de sable pres- 
que sans culturei ou Thabitant mourroit de fainf si les 
Tolslns ne leUr eh procuroient. L'babitaiit qu'on nonjnlfr 
left Afabes^ sont comme les animaux pillant leur na- 
tion comme r^tranger, toujours lesarmes a la main, 
ne vivant que de rapinesi toujours campes» tne na tit aVec 
eux tous leurs menages. Leurs camps ne sont que grattes 
aur le sable ; aujourd'hui ils sont dans un endroit,' de- 
main dans Taiitre. / 

Le Grand Turc est leur ennemi jur6 ; il n'a jamais 
pu les vaincre; il-a fallu des Fran9ois: ils ne craig- 
fient nullement notre cavalerie; i dire vrai» elle est 
tres-peu nombreuse ; ils ne craignent que le canoii ; ils 
tombent sur les coups de fusils comme le sanglier couipi 
sur le chasseur apres qu'il est blesse ; lis n*ontv pas de 
canons; s'ils en avoient, il n'y auroitnuUe nfltion pour 
les battre* 

Nous avons rest6 plusieurs jours dans ce pays oh nous 
h'avons trouve ni ieau, m pain, ni aucune espece de 
Tivres, sans m£me pouvoir en tirer de nullp part: il 
nous CSX mort dans Tespaoe de cinq ou six jours^ 
sans exag6rer9 de six a sept cens hammeSy' t^us pat' 
la soff. V. .' 
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Ce p^ys de sable pa^se, nous arrivqn^ du cote de la 
Ville qu'on nomme fe Grand Caire, pays tres-riche par 
son commerce, et tres-fertilc en grain : c'cst la que la 
gr^lide bauille $'est doitaee. Nous les avons en partie 
^^truit% ou ,noyea ; ceux qui se sont echappes ont fui 
rd^As le pesert pour se rendre dans TEgypte, ou du cote 
de Jerusalem* Nous les avons poursuivis jusque dans 
la liauff: £gyptC| ou nous les avons en partie fini de 
dctruircC Ceux qui ont pu fuir ont traverse le De^rt 
pour se rendre du cot« de la Barbaric ; j 'ignore si nous 
les; y ippurwiycrons* 

Nous spmmes tres-reduits : avec cela il eXiste up 
coecontentement general dans Tarmee: le despotism^ 
D'a jamais xte au point qu'il Test aujourd'hui ; nous 
avons des sqldats qui se sont donne la mortal en pr€- 
seofe du General/ en Chef, en lui disant, <<>voiIa ton 
ouvrage!" — ^jc ne puis t'en dire davantage; la suite 
t'insjtwffa ^ reste. 

J'ose te prier, mon bOn ami> a la lettre que tu re- 
,cevras de mou frere, de vouloir bien passer ma malic 
a Tadresse qu'il te designera; elle sera peut-etre, a 
celle de Dumoin a Auch. Enfin n'importe qu'ellc 
soit. 

Tu pens avoir ta retraite avant que nous ne rentriocis 
%ti France : j 'ignore quel est celui qui pent commander 
le depot. II peut arriver qup les effets se perdent; 
juge pour moi quelle perte! nous n^avons a esperer 
q^u^. de sortir de ce pays comme de petits saint Jeans. 
II est . du . aujourd*hui quatrc mois d'appoihtemens ; 
nous craignons tous que nous ne soyons obliges d*e^ 
faire un don patriotique force pour le r£tablissemeQt 
de.l^ pcct^ de^treize vaiss^ux de ligne, etd'une ying«» 
taine d'autres^ soit fregates et autres batimens. Telle 
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est la recompense qui nous attend dt!i fruit de nod 
travaux. 

Tu pourrasy mon. ami, prendre un habit neuf dtna 
mamaHe qui m*a ete fait a Liege, avec viogt-^qtiatre 
livres en argent* Je pense qae c'est oe que je puts te 
devoir ; si par cela il n'y en a pas assez, tu prendras ce 
qu*il te faudra, pui tu mettras le restant de I'argent 
deidans la malle ; tu la ferai bien fisseler, tu cacheteras le 
dessus de la serrure en la remettant a la diligence ; prend 
mes int6rets je t'en prie comme un ami. 

Si Durand et Jenot sont avec toi dis leur bien des 
cfadses de ma part, et asstire-les du bonheur qulls ont 
d'etre dans leur patrie. 

Assure bien de mes respects ta chere Spouse, et 
embrasse mille fois ta famille pour moi, et crcns-toi 
bien-heureux de n'etre pas venu nous- joindre en Italie. 

Je suis pour la vie tcm bon ami* 

Rozis, Capitaim.^ 



TRANSLATION. 

Alexandria ^23 FructidorJ teptiffUher 9/*. 
Roz I s U his Friend Gr I VS T< 

« Its with great pleasure, my dear friend, that t send 
you the present, hoping that it will have the good fortune 
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to reach you, nomithstanding the prodigious difficulties 
we have been subjected to, since the unfortunate moment 
of the total destruction of \nxt fleet* 

-While the land forces fight like so many lions, those 
x)f the fleet behaved like cowards ! Wc oiight not, in- 
deed, by any means to blame the subiftcrn officers, the 
cannoneers, and soinc of the seamen*; but ihc major 
part, together with the superior officers, certainly fought 
iike traitors* to their couhtry ! 

We inhabit a country with which we are all dissatis- 

* -A plain statement of (be fact will shew with what justice the 
crews of the Fpench ships are accused by their countrymen of 
acting like traitors on the first of August. 

The following is a correct copy of the certificate given in by 
the surviving commissaries and officers of the French fleet, and 
recognized as authentic by the Government. 
Number of men en board the thirteen vessels 

Citptmrcd^r destroyed in the engagement of 

. the 1st of August (exclusive of t)ie Hercules 

gun-.Voat) - . - - - S9ja 

Sent on shore by Lord Nelson in consequence 

of a cartel established between him and the 

Commandant of Alexandria, and acknow* 

ledged in the receipt of Capt. Barry, Com- * 

mander ofthe Alceste - 1^05! 

Wounded, included in said cartel - 'Spoj ^^^^ 
Escaped from the Timoleon while she lay on 

shore (thae totre murdertd by the Arabs) « 350 V 3701 
£scaped from the Hercules (gun-boat) - 50 

Officers^ carpenters, caulkers, &c, detained by 

Lord Nelson . • • aooj 

Total destroyed - 5125 

■ ■ '" f ' 

If to these we add the wounded, we shall find, that of S930, of 

which the whole consisted, 67*5, more than three- fourths, were 

killed and wounded in an action in which they are said, by this 

bloody, minded Captain^ to have << behaved like traitors !" Kozls 
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fiedi id 1 degree not to be conceived* . If tht tKoaP9 

HAD BUT KNOWN WHAT IT WAS, BEFOtfE THBY 
QUITTID FkANCK, THEY Wt>V%D HAVB FRBFBHJtBB 
DEATH A THauSAND TIMES TO THE MISEtltYTO 
WHffiH .THftY NOW FIK9 THCMa6Z'VB$ iK^EDUCED^ 

We hsive 4ihe enemy every wheterbefor^jbebiBd, andori 
cachside of US!; it is an exact counterpart ^of La Vendee. 
Happily, we have defeated the most fQrniiddble. of 
them : x, the Arabs ; a, the. Mameloucs ; ^ tkp 6c-» 
douizis ; ainwst. all cayalryi all naquated on active little! 
horses, that run as swiftly up the mounitains. as along 
the plainsi The troops feu^t like Ciesars, and, indeed, 
nothing less than French soldiers could hai^ defeated 
such an enemy I 

We were almost always obliged to engage, formed 
into squares. In this inconvenient order of battle we 
made thr^e days forced ixiarch ; and,. indeed, to have 
changed it would have been fatal. to us al). The caex^y 
made but few prisoners at first* ; if they saved ai^ fiaai 
death, it was only to render them subservient to their 
brutal passions. 

'The country of Alexandria is merely a coiintry of 
sand, devoid of all cultivation ) where the inhabitants 
would perish with hunger if they were not suppKed 
with nei!essaries from the neighbouring district^. The 
natives who are called Arabs^ are a sort of wild beasts, 
who pillage their own people as readily as stran|;ers. 
They are always armed, live entirely on rapine^ dwell 

might (if he had pleased) have discovered a juster and much more 
rcaaonable cause of their defeat, in the superior siull and to|re- 
pidity of thtir enemies ; but, except in the affair of his trunk, 
he does not appear to have exerted any great portion of positive 
ioqtoiqr* 
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t6hstant)y in tentsy and carry their whole bcftiisdiiftold with 
-tbem. When they wish to inoamp. they just tfac^e.otit a 
-few lines on ihe sand; t^y are here to day, and ihere 
to-morrow. 

Th<j Grand Turk* h their sworn enemy: he ha^ 
ilevfr been able to. subdue ^em; that vims reserved for 
*the French to, aQ(:ompU4h. They are not in the least 
afraid of our cavalry : to say the truth, we hare not 
much of it ; they are 6nly intimidated by our artillery : 
they rush upon our bayonets, as the wild boar does upon 
the hunters when be is wounded* They have no can- 
nan ; if they had, no nation oin earth would be able to 
subdue them. 

We were many, days without water or breads ot 
victuals of any kind ; and even without means of pro- 
curing any. Iniite or six days, I speak without exag- 
geration^ we lost ^X or seven hundred men by thirst 
alone f ! ! Having passed the Desert, we reached the 
'fteighBourhood (>f the city bailed Grand Cairo, a country 
•extremely rich by its commerce, and very fertile in grain* 
It was here that the great battle was fought ; we killed 
or drowned a part of them ; while those who escaped, 
fled into the Desert ; some of 'them with the intent of 
reaching Egypt, others the neighbourhood of Jerusalem ! 
We pursued tbtai as far as Upper Egypt, where we, 
in some measure, completed their destruction;* as 
matiy as could escape, crossed the Desert with an in- 
tern of getting to Barbary. I have not yet learned 

whether we shall pursue them thither* 

» 

* Unless Rozis be in correspondence with Sir John Maqiher- 
son, who hoped the Hou$e would be in <' some degree unaai- 
moiis,'.' we^^aaapt aiccount foVhis stumbling upon this expressiou. 
The precious traits of gcogra;^ic<il knowledge which prectfde it, 
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We 4fe exceedingly reduced in our nmhbers. Be^ 
'sides all this, there eKisls a general discontent in the 
army. Despondency was never at such a height he- 
fore : we have had several soldiers who hlew out their 
brains in the presence of the Commatider in Chief, ex- 
claiming to him, <^Voila toft ouvrage;" ^* this is 
''YOUR WORK !'* I can go no farther, time will ac- 
« quaint you with the res^. 

I take the liberty, my good friend, of requesting you, 
as soon as you shall receive a letter from my brother* to 
forward my trunk to the place he shall direct ; it will 
be, perhaps, to Dumoin's at Auch ^ but that is a 
matter of no consequence. 

You will, perhaps, have retired from the army before 
our return ; and, in that case, I shall not know who 
will have the charge of the dep6t. It may thus happen 
that my property may be lost ; judge what a loss for 
me ! The best thing we can venture to look forward 
to, is to quit this country like so many little St. Johns.* 
We are already four months pay in arrear ; and we all 
fear that we shall be obliged to make a forced patriotic 
gift of it, towards re-establishing the thirteen sail of the 
line, and the twenty other vessels, frigates, &c. which 
we have unfortunately lost. Such is the recompence we 
expect, and such will be the fruit of all oiir labours ! | 

we leave, without comment, to the admiration of our readers, 
contenting ourselves with recommending to thehr most serious 
notice, the paragraphs which follow, and which, as they merely 
relate to the objects of sense and feeling, we would as readily re- 
ceive from Rozis as from any philosopher in the army. 

• Meaning, we believe, naked ; such being the manner in 
which the French had been accustomed, under the "old super- 
stition, to see the infant saint represented in their churches. ' 
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You may take for yourself, my friend, from the 
trunk, a new coat, which was made for me at Liege^ 
and a louis d*or in money. This, I think, is about 
ivhat I owe you ; if it be not sufficient, take what will 
make it so ; then put the re^ of the money in the 
trunk, cord it well, pi^^ a seal upon the lock, and see it 
safe in the diligence. Act for me in this case, I beseech 
you, like a friend. 

If^Durand and Jcnot are with you, remember me 
kindly to them, and tellthem hoW happy they are to be 
in their native^cduntry* .. ' ' • / 

*^bMy fespfecfs to yoiir wif« : embrace your family for 
mer a thousand times, and believe yourself the most for* 
luaate of men, in not coming to join us in Italy. 



A ' y i k t 



-.'» ' •■" '-.1 . 



Ever yours most sincerely, 
. Ro^is,. Qapitainik 
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Roz IS i son Fieri. ''^ 



__ . . » 

C'est avec bien du plaisir, ra^^n^^ober- fiance .^pieje 
t'ecrisla preseiite, e^perant qu'elfodttfa'te boniKiMride 
te parvenir malgt^ le« grafidttfr: ^tfcitltes quer fi(aM' 
eprouvot}«'a pou^oSr {aire pasjMO^lamcar.^a no^ Ictti^fiy, 
ou le d6sagr£mcnt et la perte que nous avons fait dc 
tovtenotre cseadrc/" • 1 ' • - 

Dans ce moment les Angloi^s occupent toute la Me* 
d!terran6e; ce}a nous cause de d^sagremens de net 
pouvoir donner de nos nouvelles en France, que par des 
vaisseaux des nations neutrcsi encore faut-il qulls se 
sauyent des Anglois pour passer, et t^\h sonf pris ils le« 
brulent. 

Nous sommes done partis de Rome, comme je t'ai 
marque dans ma derniere lettre de Civita Vecchia, 
rheure de notre embarquement. Tu as bien du t'ap- 
percevoir dans quelle situation j^etois: je t'assure que 
j*ai eprouve des disgraces ; mats celle-la est la plu« 
forte ; j'ai done ete force de parti r d'une ville au mo- 
ment de me voir heureux, d'6pouser une femme diar- 
mante, avec beaucoup de bien, etre oblige de partir 
sans Tespoir de plus la revoir. Jamais je ne*trouv^rai 
pareil parti. Enfin, tel est mon sort ! 
Nous sommes done partis sans savoir ou nous dcvions 
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ajler: arrives devantrisl^ de Malte» I'on nous dtt qu'on 
vjent dans ceUe isle pour faire le siege de la ville. Dans 
trois jours nous nous en rendons^aitres. i Nous nous 
reposQns pendant cinq ou six jours ; ce terns expir€, 
nous mettons voile au vent sani^ dire nuUement a 
r.armee d^m quel pays elle alloit. Nous voguons 
a^asi pendant dix-huit jours; au bout de ce terns ' 
nous appercevons terre, et nous nous tiouvons en fac($ 
d*Alexandrie prexntere ville de Turquie, rebelle au 
Grand Turc. 

L'on nouddefeatquer; nous cotnmen9on$ atxnnbattre: 
castre dea nations qu- o& nomme des Afabes^ des Mame- 
ljcmk§9 %t fdfss B4douins> nations le^s plus barbares. !. Les 
prenaieijlis jours ils ne faisoient pas de prisonniers: quand' 
leGeaeral Bonaparte vit cela, U lourlenvoyauii mani* 
fieste en leur langue, pour leur signifies que s'ils tuoient 
noSiptri^ohnicrSyxii agirpit de repr^s^Hes ; malgre cela, 
ilsonttottjours continue. 

Aujourd'hui nous sommes vainque»urs ; dans un af- 
faire seule nous, avons fait ...... ou tue pres dd 

dix mille, et l^s autres mis en fuite* -Npus ksppur-t 
$uivons dans la Haute Egypte du cote de Jerusalem^ 
J'ignore quelle y scara notre de^tinee» . » 

J'ai a te dire, mon cher frere^ que j'ai une raalle 
^ntre les mains d'un de mes amis, maitre taillcur de la 
demi-brigade. Je lui ecris en meme tems qu'a toi pour 
que cela n*eprouve pas jje difficultes ; tu peus done 
e^fife en consequence, et adresser ta lettre au Citoyen 
Grivet, maitre tailleur au depot dc la 88"^*^ brigada au 
Fort Bareau prbcheX^hambery. II te la fctsL passer a 
Tadresse que tu voudras. Pour cela je de^irerai que 
tu te rende a Aucfai pour prier de ma part le nomm6 
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Dumont fils.aiiie marchand, pour qu*il te doime Ics 
tnoy^hs n&essaires pour I'arrivSe d^ ma malle, et dl$ 
]ui bien d» choses'de ma part. Sois persuade qu'il me 
rendra Cfriservice;.sob. persuade, mon' cher frere, que 
ma maile Vaut bien la peim qu'on la reclame ; il n^y a 
dedans que du bon botin \ tu y trouvera^ entfe autre six ' 
louis d'ejy uhe paire de boucles en arg^t, beaucoup de 
chemiaes, deux .habits neuf, dcs vestes, desculottts de 
drap blanc^ des gillets blancs, deux psuires de bottes^ des 
bas de fil et de coton, des bas ds soie, beaucoup -de 
mouchoirsde poche, et plusteur^" autres choses. Tu 
gardexas cela chfiZ toi jusqu'a men retour en France, 
91' j*ai le bonheur d'y revenir \ sans cela, tu en piro- 
&eras. 

Si d'ici en pluneurs niois que tu apprend que la demi-* 
brigade est rentree en France, et que tu ne re^oivepas 
de mes nouvelles, tu peux ^crire au conseil d'administra-r 
tion de la demi-brigade, pour hsi reclamer ce dont je 
pourrois avoir, et si le tout arrive a bon port, tu don- 
neras quatre louis d'or a Henriette, et quatre l6uisa 
Joseph, et toi, tu profitisras de Tautre part* 
. Assure bien de mes amities ta chere eppnse, mes 
soeurs, et f re res, et toute la famille, sans manquer ton 
secretaire, et crois men pour la vie. 

Ton bon frcre, 

Rozis, Capitaine^ 



iORIGINAL BETTERS. 225 



TRANSLATION. 

Alexandria^ September 2^th, 
Rozis to his Brother, 

1 IS with great pleasure^ my dear brother, that I 
write you the present ; hoping it will have the good 
fortune to reach you, in spite of the prodigious diffi- 
culties wc find in sending or receiving a letter by sea, 
on account of the total destruction of our fleet. 

The English are at this moment complete masters of 
the Mediterranean ; we are reduced, therefore, to the 
disagreeable necessity of trusting all our correspondence 
with France to neutral vessels : even these can only 
hope tP convey it, by escaping the vigilance of the 
English ; for if they are taken they are burnt. 

We were marched from Rome, as I wrote to you in 
niy last loiter from Civita Vecchia at the moment wc 
were going on bo^rd the transports. You must have 
discovered the state of my mind from that letter. I 
have had misfortunes enough. in my life, but never any, 
I can assure you, like that which I then experienced. 
I was forced to quit a charming girl, with a very pretty 
fortune, when I was on the point of being made happy. — 
Yes, obliged to leave her without any hope of ever 
seeing her again ! I shall never find such another match ! 
but what can be said r — *tis my hard fortune ! 

We went on board without knowing whither we 
were going. When we reached Malta we were told 
that our destination was to besiege that place, and in 
three days we made ourselves masters of it. We staid 

Part II. (^ 
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there five or six days to rec^it ourselves, snd then put 
to sea, without the least information being given to the 
army with respect to the place of its future destination. 
We sailed for eighteen days, when we fell in with the 
land, and found ourselves before the city of Alexandria, 
the metropolis of Turkey, and in a state of open re- 
bellion against the Grand Seignior ! * 

As soon as. we were put on shore we began to figjht ^ 
against certain nations, known by the name of Bc« 
douins : nations of the most barbarous kind. At first 
they made no prisoners. When General Bonaparte 
saw this, he sent them a Manifesto in their own lan-^ 
guage, informing thetnj that if they put their prisoners 

to death, he should be obliged %o retaliate. — ^Notwith<* 

♦ 

standing this, they have not altered their conduct. 

At present we are victorious. I none action alone W4 
[wcr^d iUegible) or killed near ten thousand, dnd having 
put the remainder to flight, pursueci them into Upper 
Egypt, on the side of Jerusalem ! ! ! I have not yet 
heard what will be our next expedition. . 

I must now inform you, my ^tzx brother, that I 
have a trunk in the hands of otie of my frienjck, a 
master tailor in the demi-brigade. I shall send to him 

• We are almost weary of remarking on the gross ignorance 
of the officers of the French army ; and ytt it is impossible not 
to notice such passages as the above* Calling Alexandria the 
capital of Turkey is what we should have some difficulty in ex- 
cusing in a follower of the campj but when we find a Captain 
asserting that Alexandria w^s in a state of rebellion against the 
Porte, and in consequence pf it actually destroying' the Turks un* 
der the idea that he was oblrojing the Grand Seignior,— nous y per- 
dons iiotre latin, and, indeed, our patience, Bonaparte seem^ 
to have formed a just estimate of the capacity of his officers, and 
to have made, their unparallellcd credulity the foundation of his 
owiv unparalleUid assurance! « - > 
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by this conveyance that you may have no difficulty in 
executing my commission. Write a letter, therefore, 
and direct it to Citizen Grivet, master-tailor to the 
depot of the 88th brigade, Fort Bareau, near Chambery. 
He will send the trunk wherever you order it. I would 
have you repair to Auch, call upon Dumont's eldest son 
(a merchant there) remember Ine kindly to him, and 
request him, in my name, to assist you in facilitating 
its arrival.-— Be ashired that he will render me this ser- 
vices-be assured, my dear brother, that the trunk is 
worth looking after. There is rare booty in it — ^You 
will find, among other things, six louis«d'ors, a pair 
of silver buckles, a number of shirts, two new coatSj, 
some waistcoats and ''breeches of white cloth, some 
white under-waistpoats, two pair of boots, several pair 
of thread and cotton stockings, some silk ones, a num- 
ber of pocket handjcerchiefs, and many other articles. 
These you will take charge of till niy return to France j 
|f I am ever happy enough to return there,— if not, 
apply them to your own use. 

If you ever happen to hear that the demi-brigade is 
returned home, and, after a competent time, receive 
no letter from me, you may then write to the Council 
of Administration of the Brigade, for whatever belonged 
to me ; and' if it reaches you in safety, I would wish 
you to give four louis to Henrietta, and four to Joseph, 
r— the rest keep for yourself. 

Present my love to your dear wife, to my brothers 
and sisters, and to all the family^i not forgetting your 

•ecretary. 

. I yemain, ever yours aflPettionately, 

Rozis^ Ccpi. 
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No. XXXL 

+ rpHTO'PIOr 'EAE'n, 0EOT** 'APXIEHISKOIlDr 
KHNZTANTINTIIO'AEOS NE'AS 'Pf2'MH2 KAjt 
O'IKOTMENIKO'X IIATPIAPXHS- 



(civatrsi tuhaynfjUvi- Xp^r^stm r^K Ki^xu^^k^ KMfei?m9*»i, ZenaAt^p 
'^^^^^T^if i^elitais » kou dyixi Mav^, luu Taw >*UfZv, t^Hprn h-Kv^t^ 

>iSf^ ilq roi 4^vx^ dWTftii) Toy My t?$ avo^affiai ir^oi rhf G&op^ x«* 
«f « T»( i^t^tp It; /xiay mXX9}Xo/x£»x^^' ''^^ ^^^ tAfi«yt3V i9a0'«XoxTOJiMe»> 
Ton oji^icuq T«? fppt4/c x«( Ik ff«iiTfX?| eAth»p %m aur&eia,** Ka^ 
TtfTOy «^ » i ayft^^TA; 9r^poh» r5 €)fS mwp &^«y f iXoti^d'^MVMO Av 
ifiiKif rh yiioq tup apB^urtn aur^offOHTef ho* iiet^anima, <»^^» t^ 
vt^ku^ffi ^f yofA«f QTif v/i^«T*x»c ^0» pa, T'o v<^»9if>«yyi) f»( TiBt t5 9m 
vif^Tu/yriPf Koi^ufi rh r«fi» rS €>€» XccXit ^tit t5 v^opnT^eutV9€ 
Aft^^^ 9f At/x**^ '''^^^ nr^i/Att y^^of 0-tt juti ^tf( T«i( T^i^K f^ »» *»i 
ro cvviha^ fi\ voXiTtxt^f o^c x«» ^a0'iX»x«f ^»«(xWMf ^»» r» ifif^^- 
^}jT<cei i ay^^opvoTijf t^ eiyi.<p^ri^m ^v^kn.uq f/ip ^» rm ^mp vofuMtw 
y^i ^^ax(i»i Kou T49 iTKitiit ^^fUfAotr^xaq ^f ^t rrtp ftolxno^n T*r» 
PaffiXfxSiv Stavifffioirup., iffout o«r£ 9r^7yA;^>^#i i) S»« ^»x«ioai/M9 x«« 
^X«y^^*;v»«ff 0T« II cip^^umirr^ ixt^ax"^^'^'^^ tvnilKot^ •»( UPt/^im^ 
ii)Lffv»i^iiaq tS )i«^X»j x«( ttfjkPUfMPu rh (fik tii( ^roTvwtf'itff • ^«« 
TtfTo KOLTirifKn T0K cff'»7fM?$ ^cNr*X«»cK ^tA^ y^ «Ar^ tf xn/bw xol 
X«X(vf » xoBT^ Toy A«C^y Ttf$ avS^v9rti( fK Tiiy ^^6Tnv» xeu ivTm^i^ 
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ka»« »« ot9u^<tni?^u{rh ra^ o^fAuq t^c KoxiAq fAt rviP ^oSrij-av si; a^T»? 
k^aa-iav va^ei ©gy, ^/ awra yu^ 0et.crh7\h^ potO'iXtvtta't, hoc) Sjxjj t>i9 

fK'fWoMyoy Ttfy «^c»^o7ro(2v*lx^)ti9criv ^s TArr KaxovotZfy on «», fXifrip 
i Ca^Xix^ s^isam 9t ay^^tfir^f dJ; rrrtfOimkf uq riv xaKtoat % > iyKwrah 
y»^ h hdi*oieb rS dv^^uvti dvo vi^tijto? tfri ru wovri^ot ,, IptXXoy »» 
nare^a/krctrren o el; xara rS frei^tfj urt foe dvoL^aru^^ to ^av^ xat 
^ «iS^a;9r^ntf »« yi vu ifAf xt/xcwy. Kat ^i «vto tSto o 9roy«}^of ^a- 
CoXvf ^i ti 4pifri 'nfif^ d$^^ir6rivrob sk f^*^^ ei%»robfOi9^my Stk 

ri itaSo^ T& dumsfAtvotp vn d<peuqso't9 oinn rui 4^vx^ avvih xa« 
Tiiy w^ Qti» tivoTa7^y> otrivf^ ^ta y^ iTatvcvo'iv <vxoXa^ T«f ay^pJ- 
«nf9 Ik T«y tiai^t^wf /r^umfff vvUfv-^av riu Tt^^ ©loy awf-Mo-Mty, ^f 
TO ^fAfo^ rnf fXf ti^i^MK «^ fAf Tijy qr^roc'iy ri}$ o^iorvrro? k0^ 
lavTifwoi, Ktu ccff* » xATcvaTit^ay Ttff 'S«^|ea(k tv; S^0xc»af ro^yf 
isdrmo'tfy- &/M.» K«^ r^f o^t^ t?( ^»>iaf » tf ( I i^o/xiy fr^^»9Sq riq dnu" 
mti^iffitq ovtt f ^i|«y xa» Ik Tiiv O'Stf/AAVutfiy K^a/rctiM rJwrriv 0a- 
#iAfM(y^ tiTK xa« ly xa»^ ay^ymif ^y amtT^i^i^ avreq, Avroi ^\ 
f{ lyftyridK $f»9nca9 w^ofetvit^ arnxet/xeyoi^ x«e« ^oXltf; |xt ^of o^ot 
y^xfAfAor^ SbV»7ii)s» 9}diXi)(ay y» fyo;^90'tfy ti)» ^am'hiiAf rdvrnf, 
MU jw ^ifTi^^y T»( ^V9Xf4j(Mytfc Aatf( rtif f k axarctroMnav ko.) krru^^ 
4tiCLf it rm civ^Tihia-fAwta hteu aMn>iOfA»^a fovonrotw, neu Xo»v». 
if' «K ^ ^A«£dXof X«*^> MM aytf»»^gTa» t| d^^ Ik afm y^ x*- 
taritni Tii> »yS^^MroT9T». K»i vrip« av^ rhcra^ ^oXtoruraf IvoWav 
«r^^y«S( xa» Ttry XtiffMiH' »vTA^y li^oi^oy U?*'Aiytnero9. o^ty xa» '^« 
rfirs 71 n^ttroMu 0a^Xfi« »vt«i. ^«£&»«$ \aA^v^§ «roXe^oy ^» ^cb$ xai 
doXfttfVuig N»T avTAiy ^4 '^ 1^x99^19 rrf ©w« ovtd^t avTiiq rh^ 
«XiT^«K T^f «ySi^T0Tii7Ky TiK ArrA^rm^ t» Q<S, xcet 7«( hufituvaq 
ni M9mi iut^Imk xjom ii^ynt. Koi !«» t^m ftvrtf crwtxaTitars x»t 
mvft^X^^ *i^y(v^ |?flt^iXi»( Toy rnq 'PAnrKt^^ xditi B^fTayiaf t»c xeii 
ftf4of {oytfyToK It; AvToy Toy ?y^f ey ^oiroy^ hd vd Xur^o'at&t t^ uf^^ 
wornru St^n r» ^XXorra Mixa, x«» yot ^tfrn^itrwdvy Ik T%y o»x»fwyi|y 
tA; 0aaiX»«iK hotxiam ly tok o^iok AVTAly« O^iy *» 'Od«/A«vo|«r0'ii- 



230 COPIES OF 

Kot^trxyiyCv i^iuaiot t^yirav up ri fStifin ra\n» o)(f xotra 

ttAAa jMoAXov fix y» Mno^n^i^'n doriq ck Tijy otXyfyin hssyAi" 

£ dxHO'iu; uVi'sria'oy, k»i vo( rsr dhroXvrffiTri elTro rqy ^cX- 
Ako'j&v icrXgiAy koh i^notif qtth xftT* oAtyqv oK^yw n Xu/Aif 
rw ToLKKuy d'&\fi fAirotiua'fh duiiroikff'S^Tcog u^ o^vth^, hou 
iig rig durHif diroyiyitg* AoiTrov iirnin n 'ExxXda'mb t2 
X^igi vfouo^i r^g cwi^flxg ruy dvS^^dirWy ku) fUrou diuudtaq 
virl^ TrdifTO^Vy (accWqu fi uiri^ ^dtg'iXiMv, x»i vwtp itwrtm 
rSy iv ivigoxJ! ^^^» nun/rd riy ^lioy dvii-o^oy, iiti nro fm 
TT^or^yng rig Kgci^raicig rdvrns fi»9'^?^i^ag ik^HH^vwofJLiy Lg 
oKag rig i^oioj^ng rig KOtrotxiyr»g iy rmg Mtd'Oif Kc^ xJ^ac^ 
KifaXw^g^ Zox/v^tt) *l^dmg^ '^^^('V** dyloLg Mdvfxg^ 
xo^k rZy kokvUy^ on ^ikfitrhg, mtovog xftt dvofokwig rm ctuje*-* 
(ACi)(iyr<ay fiotcr^Xmf^ dg irf^e^vofJk^^ fii^tj Jiob y» uv^^oto'- 
whiT^uiri rig S^sg rife d>iri^Mg xtu xo^yrig Ivr^^ixg kx) 
iifnmgt kai yd exJixud'Sa-t rig dyriKHf^iysg Uiou ioMorfiirii^ 
rdx?s^g^ QiriMig fjtl rd ydfdMra rd ldQi>^ ryig vojXi^ojMJkii; 
iXi\)^£flxg iyy^dpoig ri xat dyfotfcag vrpo&Tr^iijrt y» dirc^ 
ns^wcrt Tif^ Mf^^uykng^ x«i yo^ rig tt^nfAynnatrw Ug ra Saoa^ 
^fCi rrig xotKtxi x^i dirog-aadg* Kxi zTMrfiivofAtv "^ixyrcf^ 
Vfi,»g dg yyn^iA piXii rrig *EKitXri9'l»g ri X^trXj H»i ^nXurd^ 
mvaicc^iy rm i»SrZy ieyfA^r(ay rnc rsriftdtg rvigrt ivr^^ixg xai 
i^yofAixg, oTnag afMOi r!^ XaS?(v rriy ^fAtripxy Hargtay^Drnt 
raiTuv •iriroAni', «iJ3vf dwpiuij^wrB diro rdg y^mg J/aco 
dvrag rug dw^g'ovrxg rS 0(3^ x«i itriiKHg rv^xyyag rrig »v«- 
•&^eo70T9iroc. K»i ivufJLsyoi /ai rdg ir\>fjt,fA»^iirag iovifJAig yd 
^wxywiipBiire xa» Vfj^lhg fjt,\ ^ffXoy neu zToo^D/AMy ug dfot^ 
ytiTfAov rZy wwlg-wy riray TdXKtav fid yd d^icii^^r€ zrxfid 
@E8 fJiXv ixiug^ wx^oi il rdvrrig rr\g K^armdg ^xtriXuxg yd 
mrroXxvirnri r^g IXfuS'ff /af, kat fri trpog nay dpyctitay trf o-j- 
fofAMuvxg i&ofAtvoi iXivB't^tn iig ro i^ngTffXiovn fi? xod'f xKXdv 
xxt^oy. IWrr^ofopifAey w VfAoig iid wog-ayng xa^t ^HKr\g 
dy,tr»^irii riig K^xrxidg rdorrig ^xcsXiixg^ orr S'iArr^. 
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t}(st x«9"£ TsrX^f f^a<noT>)T« Itf to va ixXt^nrt oiroiov rpoirov 
iioixintriu)^ S"£X£T£ xpivii i\)Xoyov •nr^oc to trvfA^ioov thj Tira- 
roiio^ era? tltov r^ofrov Syi\»in mg d^irox^Anxfig Jio*xii<rfw?' 
Tjjf 'Paya^t??, u oiT^idtf opAAoir Tfoirop (3»X?iS'?t£. ''OS'fp 
/XE TO vci yyii)^i^cofji.iv h/aTk xftt l^jixb TsrsTS'XnfiofoofiiAtjfOk 

jiyU[Jt.pio\ii)if OTI ^ J^aK9)f Ll^i^ TH TS:o><ifAii THTS XO^T^ TttV 

JTo^Auv qfv«4 ^iX^ioTiXTH. Ko^i oerxoTro; rZu tpiSv t8tC(^i^ 
Avvci[jt,EU3v Xiya,i ly^ioq xosi crcjTTifJOf tok acvB^UTrot^, Kxl 
¥1 dTTo^ctci^ dvTwv zrigt rm vi\<rui¥ ' nsrm tZv wovrtfrovTSo^ 
l»f ^ipotg rZv Toch^dJV IJ acvrdrfig wa* fix vol roi^ d'uroXV'- 
rpuo'ua'iv ocixro tyiu T^vfAtiv rfi; yocXXixng «JoA»otiitoc, ft /u,aAAo* 
insruu ol^eiotg^ xal oj^» Jt« aAXo ti, TSTf oxaTaAajtAEavoi^Tf? 

pjajiv 't« T«r«vay*8 JIvgLijucaTO?', xa» catg tsrcc^fzd'xpfvi/ofji.iv 
dvevSldfoog o-srs outox/vtito* vol (ruvAxoX»S')jo>)Tg lie toy &'3'foi^ 
cxo'srok r3u hpr^fXivuu Avifot[MttdVy Sioc vot. aTsroXvcvimrs CsSd^iuf 
x»i dfiirikrcjg riig uro^fAmig iXtvS^sgictg ^xg^ xm vi eru* 
^wrrrri Jt?" to ?^if? |t*l troXtTix^i^ twofjiiau kcu Ao*Kn<r«v, ^Tiji? 
S'fXei livoii 77^0; 0fov d^i^^ xou rig dTSFifyivsg vfAuv (north 
fios, xa» xXtjiAO^^ tig dumt'^kii xm fjuXXMffiK fAOtxetfio^ 
T9)T0(« Kjbu T»\}ra, fjtXv tiy(fnxiig. 19 Js ts Oss X^P^^' ^^^ 
{ f u;^^j Kai 11 luAoyix Tiif i}|ut£y {A£rio^TnT9s Un fAtri wdvrwn 

c •»« 
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TRANSLATION. 

Gregory, ly the Grace of God Metropolitan of Constant 
tinople (New Rome J ^ and JEcumenUal Patriarch, 

Most dear and honoured Clergy and Nobility, ancf 
summarily, all y« Christians of Corfou, Cephalonta, 
Zante, Cerigo, Ithaca, Saint Maure, &c. our beloved 
children in the Lord ! grace be unto you all, and peace 
and mercy from the Lord God Almighty ; and from us 
prayer, blessing, and indulgence. 

The serpent, the origin of all ill, who fir«t beguiled 
jnankind by various frauds and illusions, that be jxiight 
draw them to perdition, p^rc^ving in these latfter^lajs, 
that the Erefich -nation was moi[e capable of wickedness 
than any other, has poured without measure into. th«Jr 
souls the poison of .apostacy;,and having first instigated 
them to civil war, and barbarous regicide, has finally 
plunged them into every species of impiety and ungodii* 
ness. This mischief he has effected, notwithstanding 
the supreme wisdom of God, and his love to mankind, 
had never left them unprotected by his providence, but 
had regulated them by spiritual laws, in order to keep 
them in obedience to God (as he spoke by the mouth of » 
the Royal Prophet ; " Thy law is a lamp to my feet, . 
'' and a light to my path") ; and had also bound them 
by political institutions, and kingly governments, that 
they might be preserved from a two-fold evil,— spiri* 
tually, by the divine laws of religious worship ; and 
temporally, by the institutes of regal authorities. 
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* tor since the Divine Mercy foresaw that human na- 
ture was prone to remissness of duty, and forgetful 
, of the light of divine knowledge, he appointed earth- 
ly monarchs to keep them (according to David) in 
the paths of virtue and good order. Kings, there- 
fore, as the , representatives of God, are distributed 
through this lower world, to exercise men in the prac- 
tice of obedience, and to preserve them from the paths 
of error,' through the authority intrusted to them by 
Him *^ through whom kings reign." The holy Apostle 
Paul declares, " that they do not bear the sword in 
vain, but for the praise of well-doers, and the punish- 
ment of such as do evil ;** so that if kingly power were 
taken away, mankind falling precipitately into wicked- 
ness (" fdr the thought of man is prone to evil from his 
,youth**), would rise up one against another, and the 
world would become a chaos of misery. 

Knowing this, the wicked one, that he might bring 
mankind to that state of confusion which always fol- 
lows a want of government (as right philosophy ialso 
teaches), stirred up the French to murder their king ; 
then was made manifest his purpose, in seducing their 
minds from obedience to God. But these French, that 
they might draw all the world to their own impiety, 
concealed their revolt from God under the specious bait 
of Liberty, and the pretext of a perfect Equality. And 
when they afterwards proceeded to trample under foot 
all the duties of their religion, they set at nought all the 
treaties of alliance, as we clearly see by their ungrateful 
conduct to the Ottoman iPorte, which, in the time of 
their necessity had never deserted them. They, on the 
contrary, shewed themselves openly hostile, and with 
subtle and designing publications, craftily attempted to 
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trouble this empire^ and force its subjects into aiiaschy 
and rebellion^ of which the consequences are, civil war^ 
murder, pillage, &c.: — and finally, after all these artifices^ 
they have made, }|i the face of ^the world, a piratical at- 
tempt upon Egypt ; on account of whiph« this mighty 
empire has justly declared war against them by land and 
by sea^ that by the Divine Assistance, it may punish 
these destroyers of mankind, these aliens from God, and . 
tbeae perturbators and pests of the general peace and 
good order of the world. 

. And for this purpose, our mighty Empefor has called 
in his powerful allies, the Moparcbs of Russia and Great 
Britain, who having the ^me righteous end in view with 
himself, will co-operate with him In freeing mankind 
from the impending evils, and preserving theradmlnis* 
trations of regal power^ with all its constituted autho- 
rities. 

Wherefore^ the fleets of the three allied powers 
Ipeill speedily come into your parts, not against the Islands 
and their inhabitants, to subdue them, but rather to 
strengthen tbeq^i in true liberty, to break the yoke of 
tyranny under which they have unwillingly fallen, and 
to redqem them from the impending impiety and atheism 
with which the contagious example of the French 
threatens speedily, very speedily, to infect them and 
iheir posterity. 

Finally, since the Church of Christ watches for the sal- 
vation of mankind, and prays without ceasing for all, but 
^rticularly for KingSjf and for thos^ who are in authority 
under them (aqcording to the Apostle). We» jtherefore, by 
the command t>f this government^ declare to all the or- 
thodox inhabitants of the Islands of Corfou, Ce{>halonia^ 
Zante^ Ithaca, Cerigo^ St, Matire^ &c. that the sol# 
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Will, intent, and purpose, of the allied pdwers i» to ex- 
tend the shield of their protection over the boundaries of 
truth and good order, and peace ; and to purvishahose 
hostile and insidious French, who, ivith the poisonous 
6trean!is of their pretended Liberty, endeavour, byspeak^v 
ing and writing, to deceive mankind, and to precipitatu 
them into the abyss of wickedness and apostacy. And 
We exhort you all, as true mernbexs of the Church of 
fii^hrist, and zealous fof- the pure doctrine of faith, and 
harmony, and obedience, on the receipt cif this our P^* 
triarchal Epistle^ to drive forthwith from your Islands^ 
those apostates from God, those pernicious tyrants of 
tnankind ; and co-operating with the Allied Powers, to 
assist personally, with promptitude and zeal in the dis- 
comfiture of those faithless Frepch ; th^t . so ye may 
t^ender yourselves worthy of the Divine Mercy, and 
obtain from the iTJl^Ume Porte a liberty surpassing even 
that of your ancient polity ; fer we pixHitAse ihat yt 
i^hall henceforth enjoy more freedoih than at any former 
time. We therefore declare unto 'you, by the command 
and Unchangeable will of our Monarchy that ye shall 
have full power to select whatever form of government 
ye shall judge most conducive to the, benefit of yout 
count fy^-^ithef thearistocratical constitution of Ragusa^ 
Or any other that may please you better. For Our^ 
Selves, knowing, and being fully and unequivocally 
convinced, that the present declaration of war against 
the French is most just ; and farther, that the, scope and 
design of the Allied PoWei^s Is triily the deliverance of 
mankind ; and that their intention, with respect to these 
islands, which have fallen into the hands of the French 
fcy treachery, is to rescue them from the curse of Gallic 
craftiness, or> to speak more truly, impiety, and nothing 
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else ; We do, therefore, in our fatherly care, earnestly 
beseech and exhort you all, by the Grace of the Holy 
Spirit, to concur personally, and with one accord, in 
the laudable design of the aforesaid Powers; that so yc 
may be firmly and immoveably possessed of the desired 
liberty ; and that ye may henceforth abide Jn thatpollti- 
cal harmony, and good government, which will be pleas- 
ing to God, salutary to your posterity, and finally lead to 
eternal life, and a happy futurity. This is the sum of 
Our wishes. The Grace of God, and the prayers and 
blessings of our spiritual jurisdiction, be upon you all ! 



The IphitMt, by which the Patriarch dates, is an epoch con- 
taining a cycle, or revolution of fifteen years ; which, when ex- 
pired, begins anew, and thus goes on without intermission. 
According^ to the usual ' method of reducing it to our ersi. 
l9hKiJjni''E9 Mntl T$irr9fj£^iaf B, should iiiean, September tke 2d^ 
sf^iftJ^Jirstyear^t&eh^tum. . 
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